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Draft Minutes of the Orston Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 26th January 2022 at 7 p.m.  in the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

Cllrs. Nick Hammond (NH), Annabel Holmes (AH), Robin Iliffe (RI), Shirley Lockwood (SL), Gerry 

McMahon (GM), Tony Benton (TB), Clerk Pauline Ryan (PR).  Borough Cllr. Sarah Bailey (SB).   

Seven members of the public. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence: 

County Cllr. Francis Purdue Horan (FPH) 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: 

None 
 
3. Minutes of the November Meeting: 

 The Minutes were approved by NH and TB. 
 
4.  Correspondence: 

a)  Emails had been received regarding the South Notts. Hunt.  Lyn Churcher had written about the 
damage caused to the footpaths and the danger to footpath users when the hunt came through.  
Lorraine Wilkinson was concerned about the comments made on the village WhatsApp and 
Facebook regarding hunting generally.  AH said that some strongly worded messages had been 
removed but generally comments could not be controlled.  NH said that the Parish Council strived to 
be apolitical and everyone was entitled to their opinions.  However the community social media sites 
were for sharing information not abuse.   
 

b)  An email had been received from Martin Seabrook asking if Marshall Buses could be contacted 
to change their timetable for buses to Newark.  There is no bus between the 9.37, which arrives 
there at 10.10 and the next bus back which was not until 13.35.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
Marshalls for their comments. 

 
5. Planning: 

 Applications: 
 21/03191/FUL – Mr. Tom Betts – Barn conversion to two dwellings plus another barn for third 

dwelling plus access etc. – Land North East of Manor Farm, Lordship Lane.   
 

This application was rejected originally and not all the issues had been resolved.  There is no 
footpath for pedestrians and the road can be dangerous with a blind bend.  Also there was an issue 
with sewage as there was over capacity of drainage at present with the 4” drain and damaged pipes 
and more properties and usage would make the situation much worse.  PC to object to the 
application.   
 
21/03088/REM – Hubber – Landscaping, layout and scale for detached dwelling with associated 
access arrangements – Land West of Muffins Gap, Lombard Street. 
 

There were no objections as the original objections had been overruled. 
 
Julian Humpheson (JH) said that the plans for the small development behind Muffins Gap had now 
been approved after going to appeal. 
 
21/02640/FUL – David Morris – Demolition of conservatory, kitchen and wall and construction of 
contemporary single storey rear extension – Laburnum Cottage, Mill Lane. 
 

No objections 
 
21/02942/FUL – Shane Burton – Installation of air conditioner on side elevation (retrospective) – 
Bottom Mill House, Maule Court. 
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No objection, but noted the request for a noise impact survey. 
 

6. Open Session for Visitors: 

Charlotte Walters said that the School Concert had been a success and that the School were 
planning Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and would like to get more involved with village events.  She 
also mentioned the playground equipment which was no longer being used and asked when this 
could be removed.  NH said he and JL would go and look at it shortly. 

 
Julian Humpheson (JH) said that there was a lot of mud on the road at the end of Lombard Street 
due to the construction work on the new property.  He also said that the contractors were speeding  
to the site down the unmade road leading on to the footpath.  He had spoken to the relevant parties 
but no clearing up had been done.  This is an unadopted road and is therefore not the responsibility 
of Notts. County Council.  JH will contact FPH to see what can be done about this problem. 
 
Harry Batchford said he was pleased that the OPC had bought a living Christmas tree this year and 
said it would save money in the future and be more sustainable. 

 
7. Orston Community Groups: 

a)   Orston Grafters – John Lockwood (JL) said that the Grafters were not working in January and 
asked what items needed adding to the list going forward.   
He agreed that the Grafters would remove the playground equipment and would go with NH to 
see what was required.  NH confirmed that the equipment had been written off as it would be 
compromised if moved to a new location. 

 

No other group updates at this time.   
 
8. Finance: 

a)  All expense payments for December were approved.   

b) Financial Statement approved by NH and TB. 

c) PR distributed the proposed Budget for 2022/23 and also the itemised expenditure sheet up to 
the end of December.   
NH proposed that the Precept remained the same as last year at £9,500 and this was agreed 
and PR signed the form at the meeting.   

 
9. Matters for Consideration: 

a) Items for the Bulletin:   

SL said there would be all the normal notices and also items regarding the Produce Show and 
the Coffee Van and a notice regarding applications for Community Grants.  A vacancy notice for 
a new Councillor would also be included. 

 

b) Advertisement for a new Councillor.  The Vacancy Notice was agreed and SL will add it into the 
Bulletin.  It will also go on the Notice Board.   

 
c) GM confirmed the there was evidence of problems with inadequate planning, lack of Clerk of 

Works intervention and damage and detriment to existing sewage infrastructure coming down 
from Hilltop, as had been mentioned earlier when discussing the planning applications. 
 

d) SL suggested that there should be an official Christmas light switch on event and this was 
agreed to be discussed at a later meeting.  It was also suggested that an Events Committee 
was organised to cover the Jubilee and the Pageant and other village events.  

 

e) SL said that the Pageant had been a great success and it was agreed to start the planning 
earlier this year, say in September, and perhaps build some staging as holding it on The Green 
seemed to be very popular with the village generally.  This can also be discussed by the 
proposed Events Committee.  NH thanked all who had made the Pageant such a success at 
such short notice.  Also thanks to Jeanette Hoole who made a donation towards the sound 
system engineers. 
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f) JL and SL confirmed that the Jubilee was taking place between 2nd and 5th June and that some 
decisions regarding events would have to be made shortly.  It was agreed to hold a Street Party 
and Ian Carr suggested that the official service be live streamed in the Church.  There is funding 
available for Jubilee events and NH will look into this and apply.  

 

10. Councillors Reports: 

Cllr. Robin Iliffe: 

RI reported that the dog waste bin on the Millennium Green needed replacing and PR will contact 
Streetwise about this.  He also suggested that the OPC purchase another poo bag dispenser for that 
location as people tended to park up outside and exercise their dogs on the Millennium Green.   
 
Cllr. Gerry McMahon: 

GM mentioned that he and his wife had been attacked by a dog whilst walking on the footpath by the 
River Smite.  He asked if anyone knew the dog or their owner, but it was thought that they were not 
from the village.   
 
Cllr. Tony Benton: 

TB suggested that as it had not been possible to arrange a Christmas/New Year dinner that there 
should be a Summer get together and suggested that it was held at the Sports Ground as there was 
parking and it was a good place for events such as this.   
He thanked the OPC on behalf of the volunteers who deliver the Bulletin for the chocolates at 
Christmas. 
TB mentioned that the Concert at the School was very good, but that it had not been very well 
attended. 
He also thanked the Grafters for repairing the fencing. 
 
Cllr. Annabel Holmes: 

AH thanked everyone involved in The Pageant and said it was a huge success. 
She also thanked Streetwise for clearing up all the leaves. 
 
Cllr. Shirley Lockwood: 

SL said she hoped FPH made a good recovery and had purchased a get well card and passed it 
around for signatures. 
 
Cllr. Nick Hammond: 

NH thanked everyone for all the work that had been undertaken in keeping the community going 
through all the last two years of the Covid pandemic. 
 
Borough Cllr. Sarah Bailey: 

SB had been delayed at a prior meeting and asked to make her report.   
She said that there was still funding available in the Community Support Scheme which had to be 
applied for by 28th February.  It was suggested that a request was made for funding to support the 
Jubilee celebrations and she said that that would be in order.   
SL asked about funding for the Pageant and SB said that this could be applied for from next year’s 
Community Support Scheme. 

 
11. Items for the Next Meeting: 

a)  Inception of an Events Committee and a discussion regarding the Jubilee Celebrations. 

b)  Community Support Grant Applications. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 23rd February 2022 at 7 p.m.  This will be held in the 
Village Hall. 

 
12. Closure of the January Meeting: 

 There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m. 


