
 
 
 
Church Services 
5th December-9.00am Holy 
Communion (BCP), Whatton 
10.30am for 11.00am Café Church, 
Aslockton 
12th December-9.00am Holy 
Communion, Thoroton 
11.00am Informal Service & Cranmer 
Kids, Aslockton  
19th December-9.00am Holy 
Communion, Orston 
11.00am Informal Service & Cranmer 
Kids, Aslockton  
Christmas Eve-Orston Pageant 

6.30pm on the Village Green 

11.30pm Midnight Communion, 

Whatton  

Christmas Day-9.00am 10.00am 
Christmas Day Family Service, 
Scarrington 
Please remember to bring your face 
covering with you. 

Café Church is Coming 
Home! 
Café Church is back at St Thomas’ 
Aslockton - join us for a bacon cob, a 
good cup of coffee, and a super-
informal church service for all ages on 
Sunday the 5th of December.  
 

Junior Church  
Cranmer Kids – during the Informal 
Services at Aslockton 
Cranmer Kids is a Junior Church for 
preschool and primary age children, 
providing a fun space where they can 
come to worship, pray and learn more 
about what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus, whilst their parents and 
carers stay in the main service.  
 

Tot Spot - Midweek Baby and 
Toddler Group 
We’re starting a baby and toddler 
group at the Thomas Cranmer Centre 
in Aslockton. This group will run from 
10.00-11.30 every first and third 
Thursday of the month.  

There will be toys, 
 craft and  
(importantly for  
parents and carers!)  
tea and toast.  
For health and safety  
reasons our numbers  
are restricted, 
 so it’s first come first served.   
 

Contact Us 
support@cranmergroup.org.uk or 
07526 603766  
Rev Tim Chambers:  01949 850523 or 
vicar@cranmergroup.org.uk  
Also visit www.cranmergroup.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel free to  
contact Julian - 07846 902453 
Or 01949 851598  
or Jean Smeeton 
 01949 850906. 

St Mary’s Church News 

Steve’s Musings 
 

Winter can be a tough time for some 
people. The dark nights seem never 
ending and access to our beautiful 
surroundings can feel inaccessible due 
to work or life commitments. It’s nights 
like these that help bring the 
community together and shed a little 
light on our lives. 
 

Another way to banish the SAD winter 
blues is to take a walk at lunchtime – 
just 10 mins can be enough to blow the 
cobwebs out and nourish the soul. I’ve 
taken to walking around Newark 
Library grounds, listening to the birds, 
catching a rare glimpse of the sun or 
feeling and hearing the leaves 
crunching under foot. 
 

Another new one for me is the moonlit 
meander. No torch (well, one in my 
pocket just in case!). Just me and the 
moon and the calm of the evening. I 
feel scared and excited in equal 
measure. 
 

Look after yourselves and your loved 
ones. Listen to your body and 
hibernate in front of the fire if that 
feels like the right thing to do. 
Alternatively grab the opportunity and 
get outside – you won’t regret it. 
   Steve Grace 

 

Orston Garden Club  

The Garden in Winter  
Jeff Bates 

 

Wednesday December 15th 
7.30pm 

Orston Village Hall 
All members and visitors welcome.  

A festive buffet and mulled 
wine will follow the talk. Please 

bring along a plate of 
something if you are joining us. 

 

All enquiries to Anne Hounslow 
Secretary 07968 779696  

Go Greener…  
 

Collect bottletops for a good cause 
Help make the village ‘go greener’ by 
collecting plastic bottle tops. 

Dove Cottage Day Hospice collect any 
plastic bottle tops which are then 
recycled to provide valuable funding for 
the hospice. All you need is a container 
at home to drop your plastic bottle tops 
in, which could then be taken to any of 
their charity shops in Stathern, 
Bottesford, Cotgrave, Melton Mowbray 
or Asfordby. They also collect used 
printer cartridges, used stamps and old 
foreign coins. For more information 
about recycling in aid of Dove Cottage, 
and to get involved, please call 01949 
860303 or email 
jenny@dovecottage.org. 
 

Alternatively you could drop your 
bottle tops off at Helen Pritchett's 
house, there is a galvanised bin just 
inside the gate on the right or leave 
them with with Maria 01949851598 or 
marianicho@gmail.com. 

Sustainability Hub  
 

Our inaugural meeting was held on 
Friday 19th November and was 
supported by a core of people 
determined to take action locally to 
combat the effects of climate change 
and the environmental crisis. There 
were lots of suggestions about what we 
might do as a community, and 
acknowledgment of things that are 
already taking place.  The group 
prioritised the suggested actions into 
four key areas:- 
• Creation of a village allotment 
• Village wilding by sowing 
wildflower seeds in our public green 
spaces 
• Investigate the potential of a 
local refill centre for dry goods, 
toiletries and cleaning products. 
Engage with the plastic free Cotgrave 
group to learn from their experience. 
• Communications – keeping the 
village informed and supporting the 
school with sustainability initiatives. 
It was great that two of our village 
children came along and the first two 
priorities agreed by the group were 
suggested by Oscar, a year 6 pupil at 
Orston Junior School. Well done Oscar! 
For further information, contact Jules 
Humpheson 07846 902453 or 
juleshum@gmail.com 

Orston Walkers 
 

We've had some great walks since 
the group restarted in May following 
a 12-month Covid-enforced break. 

We'll be finishing the year on a 
high, with 30 of us meeting for a 

walk followed by lunch at  
The Chequers, Woolsthorpe on 

14th December 
 

Our fortnightly walk programme 
will resume on  

Tuesday 11th January 
 

We meet at 9.30am at Orston 
Village Hall Car Park for all walks. 

 

New walkers are always welcome - 
please get in touch if you would like 

to join us.  
Pauline (paulinefaz@live.com or 

851379) 

Parish Council News 
 

Sustainability 
Hurray! The Parish Council has been 
awarded a grant for a Sustainability 
feasibility study of both the church and 
the village hall. This is the first step on 
the road towards making the church a 
more usable building for the village – it 
kicks off on the 1st December and we’ll 
keep everyone in touch with progress. 

 
The Vale of Belvoir Lions will be bringing  
Father Christmas to Orston on 

Wednesday 8th December  
from 7.30pm. 
Don’t miss him! 

Thank you to all those 
who attended the 70’s 
Night at the village hall 
on Saturday 13th 
November. 
Everyone made a 
special effort and 
looked an amazing 
crowd in their finery. 

The live music was provided by 
Glamatize – a 70’s Glam Rock 
inspired band. They were super 
tight and even blew up one of 
their speakers! Rock and Roll! 

We raised just under £300 
which will go towards the 
upkeep of the Millennium 
Green. 

Thank you to my fellow 
trustees and John Lockwood 
for their help, and Gordon 
Road Dental Practice and 
Newark Interiors for their raffle 
prizes. 


