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Draft Minutes of the Orston Parish Council Meeting 

Held on 28th July 2021 in the Village Hall 

 

Present: 

Cllrs. Nick Hammond (NH), Annabel Holmes (AH), Robin Iliffe (RI), Shirley Lockwood (SL), Gerry 

McMahon (GM), Tony Benton (TB), Peter Bell (PB), County Cllr. Francis Purdue Horan (FPH), Borough 

Cllr. Sarah Bailey, Clerk Pauline Ryan (PR).  Five members of the public. 

 

1. Apologies for Absence: 

None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest: 

None 
 
3. Minutes of the June Meeting: 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June were approved by AH and PB. 
 
4.  Correspondence: 

a)  A complaint had been received from Martin Seabrook regarding dog fouling on the footpath that 
goes through his front garden.  RI has put up advisory notices at both ends of his garden.  SL 
suggested discussing with Martin marking out a taped temporary fence to delineate the footpath. 

 

b) An email had been received from Ann and Hugh Ferrier regarding the cutting back of the Moor 
Lane hedge by the contractors working on the property build next to Poppy Cottage.  The 
contractors had tidied up the hedge and undergrowth prior to laying services to the new build.  
There were concerns that as it was a field hedge bordering a paddock it therefore could not be 
legally trimmed until September and also there was a concern about horses escaping through the 
cut hedge, but the services have now been laid and the road edge reseeded.  NH to contact Anne 
and Hugh. 

 
5. Planning: 

 a)   Applications: 
 

1. Ref. No. 21/01883/FUL – Mr. D. Martin – Proposed formation of earth embankments for rifle 
shooting and replacement building – Orston Shooting Ground, Bottesford Lane. 

 

The application is likely to be deferred following consultee comments.  SB emphasised that now 
was the chance for the community to have a say regarding the noise or any other concerns.  
OPC will support the deferment because of extra noise, safety aspects and an increase in 
traffic.  The application will also be put on the WhatsApp Village Chat Group for villagers to 
have their say. 

 
2. Ref. No. 21/01925/FUL – Mrs. Ann McNeeney – Extension to existing stable block etc. – Field 

House, Hill Road. 
 

No objection 
 

3. Ref. No. 21/02004/FUL – Grantham and Vale Methodist Circuit – Change of use to a dwelling – 
Orston Methodist Church, Chapel Street. 

 

No objection 
 

b) OPC Protocol re Planning Decisions on line or at a full meeting.  It was discussed whether non-
contentious applications could be agreed by email without the need for discussion at a full 
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meeting.  It was agreed to agree a protocol before the next meeting.  SB suggested that it is 
tried for six months.  NH will circulate notes and ask for comments. 

 
6. Open Session for Visitors 
 
 David Sims (DS) reported on OSVAID and the proposed Garden Village.  He said they had been 

meeting with Rushcliffe Borough Council and the draft plan was going through the system with a 
full Council Meeting in October.  On the positive side Rushcliffe have a requirement to provide 
11,000 homes and have identified 16,000 without including the Garden Village proposal.  On the 
negative side Nottingham City Council are 4,000 short of their requirement and may go to RBC for 
the shortage, but it is unlikely to use the proposed Garden Village site.  OSVAID will continue to 
write to all concerned before the October meeting.  NH thanked DS and OSVAID for all their hard 
work on behalf of the village. 

 
 Cllr FPH had nothing to add to the meeting, but thanked the Millennium Green for their invitation to 

the Eco Toilet Opening Day and said they had thoroughly enjoyed the day. 
 
 Julian Humpheson (JH) said that the service installation at the neighbouring development had 

gone well but said that delivery vans were still going too fast and that CDM Regulations were not 
being complied with on site.  NH will notify the site owner of the concerns and asked JH to give him 
a list of grievances to put to them. 

 
 Charlotte Walters (CW), Chair of School Governors, attended the meeting regarding the letter sent 

to all councillors from her and the School Head, Nikki Crosby.  AH will post an announcement 
regarding the availability of the playground and the reasons for closure.  CW and AH will write an 
article for the Bulletin explaining the situation. 

 
 Richard Walters, on behalf of the Playground Association, was asked about the removal of the 

playground equipment.  The equipment is structurally sound, but in the opinion of the councillors 
would not be so if it was relocated to another site and PB said that the cost of relocation may be as 
much as purchasing new equipment if another site could be found.  CW would ascertain a 
timescale for the removal of the equipment.  NH said that other options were being looked into and 
will keep OPC informed.    

 Regarding the Village Bonfire RW will ask Will Gunn if his field can still be used. 
 
 Cllr SB informed the meeting that the Planning Department had had an increase of 42% in 

planning applications so they were taking longer to process and asked if everyone could bear with 
the RBC for any delays. 

 
 Harry Batchford (HB) said he had not had a response from Highways regarding the dangerous lack 

of safety barriers by the new part of the bridge on Smite Lane.  He has been informed that there is 
a recommendation for a full safety barrier to be installed.  He has also spoken to Highways 
regarding a speed limit over the bridge, but has been informed that they will not pursue his request.  
He mentioned that there were two points on both approaches to the bridge where oncoming 
vehicles could not be seen and that the present speed limit is 60 mph.  He suggested that this 
point could be proved if two people in cars with dash cams approached the bridge and the footage 
could be reported to Highways.  It was suggested that a date for a site meeting could be fixed and 
perhaps a representative from ROSPA could be present. 

 
7. Finance: 

a) All payment requests for July were approved and signed.   

b) The Financial Statement for June was approved by AH and PB. 

c) PR said that the internal audit had been completed and Governance papers would be submitted 
to the external auditors. 
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8. Orston Community Groups: 

a) Orston Grafters –  
The OGs had had a month off but were scheduled to start work again with reinstating the 
footpaths with the 40 tons of roadstone that had been delivered.  They also had plans for The 
Spa and the Church grounds in September and October.  NH will ask the OGs for their help with 
the playground. 

 

b) Millennium Green – It was agreed that the new Eco Toilet was an excellent piece of work and a 
great asset.  RI suggested a play area on the Millennium Green.  NH to discuss with OMG 
Trust. 

 

c) Playground Association – This had been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
 

d) Church – JH reported that there had been a visit from the architect and that the church roof 
needed re-leading and that there will be a full structural survey undertaken of the church tower. 
There is a proposal to make the church more usable with underfloor heating and the possibility 
of opening a café.  Facilities have been offered to the Methodist Church who may use it for their 
monthly Coffee Mornings in the future.   

 

e) No other community group updates were presented.   
 
8. Matters for Consideration: 

a) Items for the Bulletin:   

SL said that apart from regular items there would be a report on the NHS Day.  The notice 
regarding the school playground would be added.  TB will add an article regarding the 
successful Newcomers Evening.  Following the recent water shortages and lack of supply there 
would be details regarding registering on the Priority Services Register for any members of the 
community who have additional needs that require support during supply interruptions. 

 

b) GM reported that the corroding roadway on Mill Lane will be assessed and that Laura Trusler 
(Highways/Via) is waiting for a report regarding the tarring over of the 30mph sign on Hill Road.  
Teams have been to look at the drains, but there has been no report back at present. 

 
c) TB said that the recent Newcomers Evening had been the most successful one that there had 

been and that nine new families and children had been invited and that thirty-one people had 
attended. 

 
d) Date for new signage on the bridge.  This had been covered by HB earlier in the meeting. 
 
e) SB had confirmed that there was no problem in affixing the approved 30mph signs to the NCC 

bins and SL will order 100 bin stickers and ask Bob Clarke to distribute them. 
 
10. Councillors Reports: 

Cllr. Robin Iliffe: 

RI said that HGV lorries were going through the village late at night and also Moy Park lorries 
delivering to the chicken farm.  It was agreed that NH would write to the managers of the chicken 
farms reminding them of the planning provision. 

 
Cllr. Gerry McMahon: 

GM had contacted Severn Trent regarding the recent issues with water supply and they have 
apologised and agreed to deliver water to the village if the problem occurred again.  He also 
mentioned the Priority Services Register for those with additional needs. 

 
Cllr. Annabel Holmes: 

AH asked if the OGs could repair the bridge on the footpath at the end of High Street.  She 
thanked TB for organising the Newcomers Evening.  Regarding the Neighbourhood Plan she and 
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RI have registered Orston Parish with the Neighbourhood Plan application and once approved will 
apply for funding and will advise the OPC on progress. 

 
Cllr. Peter Bell: 

PB said that he would make enquiries regarding the playground equipment etc and thinks there 
should be a meeting to discuss options.   
 
Cllr. Shirley Lockwood: 

SL said that work should be put in hand for the War Memorial as it has been agreed with the British 
Legion that the Remembrance Sunday service will be held here and cannot be postponed.  NH will 
speak to Fiona who arranged the architect and also will write or talk to the neighbours to confirm 
their approval.  AH and NH will approach Will Gunn regarding the bench etc. 
 
Cllr. Nick Hammond: 

NH is waiting for a reply from Laura Trusler regarding the kerb protectors outside The Hall. 
 
11. Items for the Next Meeting: 

There were no items suggested for the next meeting. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on August 25th 2021 at 7 p.m.  This will be held in the 
Village Hall. 

 
12. Closure of the July Meeting: 

 There being no other business the Meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 
 
  


