
  
 

 
Did you know there is a  
lot of important security 
information and links on the 
NHW web page of the 
Orston Parish website?   
          Please have a look! 
 
Keeping Your Caravan 
Secure 
On holiday or touring, you rely on it as 
your home. Don’t give thieves the 
opportunity to spoil your summer 
breaks. Follow this simple police advice 
to secure your caravan and your 
valuables inside it. 
When your caravan is not in use 
·      Remove all your personal belongings 
and contents. Leave cupboard doors and 
curtains open so opportunist thieves can 
see it’s empty. 
·    Store your caravan securely. Choose a 
site operated by the Caravan Storage 
site Owners Association (CaSSOA). Check 
to see if it offers good security measures. 
For example secure posts to which your 
caravan can be hitch-locked, ground 
anchors, security staff or CCTV. 
·     If leaving your caravan at home ask a 
neighbour to keep an eye on it as well as 
your house. 

Devices for securing your 
caravan 

         Lock the coupling head into a cover 
using a good quality hitch lock. 
·        Use locking wheel nuts and a good 
quality clamp on the caravan wheels. 
·        Chain your caravan to a robust and 
secure point. Use a heavy duty chain 
that is made out of hardened steel to 
reduce the chance of it being cut 
through. 
·        Install a reliable alarm system 
(GSM) and tracking device.  
 

Protect your caravan and 
belongings 

        Ensure you close and lock your 
doors, windows and roof lights when 
you leave your caravan. 
·       Don’t leave anything valuable on 
display, laptops etc.. 
·       Consider security marking any 
valuables. 
·       Never leave Caravan Registration 
and identification documents (CRiS) in 
your caravan. 
 

Caravan facts 

Caravans manufactured since 1992 by 
the National Caravan Council members 
are recorded on the CRiS database by 
their unique 17 digital Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN). The 17 digit 
Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 

should be stamped onto the caravan 
chassis and etched on the windows. 
Even if you own a pre-1992 caravan, or 
imported your own caravan into the UK, 
you can still register it with CRiS yourself. 
All caravans manufactured since August 
1997 are electronically tagged for added 
security.. 
 

Insurance 

Do take time to make sure you have the 
right caravan insurance policy in place. 
For example, be clear on cover provided 
if on a storage site or at home 
unattended. Some insurers are very 
specific about storage sites. The more 
you can show you have taken steps to 
secure your caravan, the more discounts 
you will receive e.g. hitch locks, wheel 
clamps, axle locks, hub locks and secure 
storage. 
 
Join the NHW Contact Group 
If you would like to be included in our 
contact group please send an email 
request to bobc488@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE NOTE   
It’s very important to report crimes as 
otherwise rural communities may not be 
given the required level of resourcing they 
deserve. 
  Bob Clarke: 01949 850015 

NEIGHBOURHOOD
 WATCH 

Clubs and Societies: 
 

If you run a club or society or host a regular 
event and would like a mention in the 

Bulletin, please get in touch with details to a 
Bulletin contact on the front page. 

Got an Orston Event? 
 

Tell us so we can  
promote it for you! 

Visit the village website at 
www.orstonparish.co.uk 

Like our page on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/orstonvillage 

Follow us on Twitter at 
@orstonvillage 

Deadline for the July 
Bulletin 30th June 

Please email your news & events to 
either of the following Bulletin contacts:  

Shirley Lockwood –– 859024 - 
cllrlockwood@gmail.com 
Nick Hammond – 851442 – 
cllrnickhammond@gmail.com 

Parish Council News 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be 
held on 9th June 7.00pm Orston 
Village Hall.  
Members of the public are allowed to 

attend within Covid safe guidelines. If 

you are reluctant to attend but have a 

question please submit questions 

beforehand to Pauline Ryan, Parish 

Clerk , orstonclerk@gmail.com.or 

851541. Due to Covid restrictions the 

Parish Council missed their annual 

meeting last year and this years is 

being held later than usual. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting is 
30th June 7.00pm, Orston Village 
Hall. Social distancing restrictions will 
apply. 
 

Road Closure 
Please note that Station Road at the 
railway bridge will be closed from 
9.00am – 4.00pm on both Monday 7th 
June and Friday 18th June for bridge 
repairs. 

Newcomers Welcome 
Evening 

 

The Parish Council would like to 
invite new families to a Welcome 

Evening on  

Wednesday July 14th
 

6.00 – 8.00pm 
at the Durham Ox 

This event normally takes place 
annually however due to Covid we 
would like to welcome the many 

newcomers, approximately 20 
families, who have come to live in the 

village since June 2019. Light 
refreshments will be provided Please 
contact Tony Benton if you would like 

to attend tony@orston.plus.com, 
01949 851011. 

Sunday July 4th 
2021 

Millennium Green 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The day starts at 1.00pm with the Raising of the NHS, Social Care & Frontline 
Workers’ Day Flag, followed by a Two-Minute Silence and Playing of the Last 

Post and Reveille which will then be followed by the Nation’s Toast to the 
Heroes of the NHS, Social Care & Frontline Services. 

                                        Bring your own picnic lunch and settle down for the  
                                        afternoon which will finish with afternoon tea at 4.00pm 
                                         during which the Orston Choir will sing  
                                      followed by a family disco, finishing  
                                         around 6.00pm. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: if the English Summer weather lets us down  
again all these events will then take place in Orston church 

 

Green’s 
Millennium 

 

 

Orston Village  
Picnic and Campout 2021  

A NOTE ON COVID RESTRICTIONS. If we are not allowed to meet in large numbers the 
Trustees will still run the Duck Race and the eco toilet opening will go ahead but with a 
small gathering of invited people. 

BYO picnic 
 and refreshments 
Games ( including a Tug Of War and Rounders) 

  Tents and caravans/campervans etc  
  will be allowed access onto the  
Millennium Green.    No prior admittance.  
   (Cars off the field by  
             11.am) 

9am 
12.00 

Duck race 

Grand ECO  

toilet opening  

NOON 

2pm 

 
 

………..We thank you 

River Smite 
 

As you may know, the Grafters have 
carried out some work with the Wild 
Trout Trust and the Environment Agency 
to help improve the river environment 
for wildlife. This includes modifying the 
river bed with berms to create 
meanders, to help the river ecology and 
provide a refuge for fish during flooding. 
 

Although these measures will improve 
the environment incrementally, they do 
not address the underlying structural 
issues of the river: In Victorian times the 
river channel was deepened and 
straightened to improve the drainage of 
the land, effectively becoming a drain 
itself. Although this achieved its 
objective at the time, in recent years we 
have been subject to extensive flooding. 
This is likely to be a combination of  
• Extended periods of higher 

rainfall than previously, due to 
climate change 

• additional loading of the River 
Devon, downstream of where it 
meets the Smite, with surface 
water run-off from the housing 
developments at Bingham (clearly 
a Garden Village in close 
proximity to us would be 
disasterous!). 

• reduced maintenance of the river 
as a drainage feature (to a lesser 
degree than the others). 

 

Last year in the area approximately 
2,000 acres were underwater at one 
stage due to flooding; some of this was 
for weeks and the results can be seen as 
the barren patches in the fields to the 
south west of the village next to the 
river. 
 

The Grafters organised a meeting of the 
Wild Trout Trust (WTT), the 
Environment Agency (EA)and local 
landowners on the Millennium Green to 
begin a process of looking at the 
problem with a new mindset: is it 
possible to alleviate flooding by 
reinstating the river course and creating 
wetlands next to them to absorb the 
additional water we see frequently? The 
meeting was well received by the 
landowners who are open minded about 
how we can improve the flooding and 
the environment. The WTT and the EA 
will now start investigating possibilities; 
this will be a long-term approach, as 
there are lots of potential hurdles 
(including funding!), but on the positive 
side, there is plenty of willingness by the 
landowners to look at the problem 
afresh. 

http://www.orstonparish.co.uk
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