
  
 
 

Did you know there is a  
lot of important security 
information and links on the 
NHW web page of the Orston 
Parish website?  Please have a look! 
 

“Fleeceware” Scams 
“Fleeceware” is a recently coined term 
that refers to mobile applications that 
come with excessive subscription fees. In 
March it was discovered that there were 
more than 200 new “Fleeceware” 
applications on the Apple App Store and 
the Google PlayStore. So far, the apps 
have been downloaded approximately 
one billion times and have accrued over 
£250 million in revenue to date. 
 

The applications attract users with the 
promise of a free 3-day trial, but once 
the trial is over, they are charged a 
recurring subscription fee - even if they 
deleted the app by that time - until they 
cancel the subscription in their device’s 
app subscription settings. 
These “Fleeceware” applications are 
actively advertised on major social 
networks such as Facebook, Instagram, 

Snapchat and TikTok. The”Fleeceware” 
applications consist predominantly of 
musical instrument apps, palm readers, 
image editors, camera filters, fortune 
tellers, QR code and PDF readers, and 
‘slime simulators’. While the applications 
generally fulfil their intended purpose, it 
is unlikely that a user would knowingly 
want to pay such a significant recurring 
fee for these applications, especially 
when there are cheaper or even free 
alternatives on the market. 
 

It appears that part of the “Fleeceware” 
strategy is to target younger audiences 
through playful themes and catchy 
advertisements on popular social 
networks with promises of ‘free 
installation’ or ‘free to download’. By the 
time parents notice the weekly 
payments the “Fleeceware” may have 
already extracted significant amounts of 
money. 
 

How to avoid “Fleeceware” apps: 
1. Be careful with free trials of less 

 than a week 
2. Make sure you understand how much 

you will be charged and that the app 
is worth the recurring fee. 

3. Be sceptical of viral advertisements 
for apps. The advertisements for 
“Fleeceware” are likely to have 
enticing messaging and images to 
attract users’ attention. They likely do 
not reflect the actual functionality of 
the application. 

4. Read the small print. A closer look will 
likely reveal the true price of the app. 
Pay close attention to the ‘In-app 
purchases’ sections. 

5. Ensure your payment methods are 
locked behind a password or 
biometric check. This can prevent 
accidental subscriptions by children as 
well. 

 

Join the NHW Contact Group 
If you would like to be included in our 
contact group please send an email 
request to bobc488@gmail.com 
 

PLEASE NOTE   
It’s very important to report crimes as 
otherwise rural communities may not be 
given the required level of resourcing they 
deserve. 
 

  Bob Clarke: 01949 850015 

NEIGHBOURHOOD    
 WATCH 

Tree Maintenance in the Village 
 

There have been reports of “tree 

surgeons” knocking on doors and offering 

to do work on trees. These are unlikely to 

be genuine. There is a simple test: Ask 

them “When can you do the work?” If they 

say they can do it in less than 6 weeks, 

they are not to be trusted.  
 

You do not need planning permission to do 

work on trees in Conservation Areas, but 

you must give 6 weeks’ notice to Rushcliffe 

Borough Council that you intend to carry 

out work on a tree. A simple email to: 

Design&Conservation@rushcliffe.gov.uk is 

sufficient. You should provide a plan 

showing the position of the tree(s), the 

species (If known), a description of work 

and reason for work. There is a form on the 

Rushcliffe website, search for “Rushcliffe 

Trees in Conservation Areas”.  

If you do not hear from Rushcliffe within 6 

weeks, you can go ahead with the work. 

Rushcliffe may decide that a Tree 

Preservation Order might be needed, in 

which case there will be a further delay. A 

good tree surgeon should be able to advise 

you on how to get the work done in this 

case.  
 

Almost every garden in Orston is in the 

Conservation Area. Hedges and fruit 

producing trees do not need to be notified. 

A tree is 75mm (3 inches) in diameter, 

1.5m (5ft) above the ground.  
 

If in doubt, contact Design &  

Conservation at Rushcliffe or  

a competent tree surgeon.  

Stewart Davidson  

tsdavidson@tiscali.co.uk is  

happy to point you in the  

right direction. 

Clubs and Societies: 
 

If you run a club or society or host a regular 
event and would like a mention in the 

Bulletin, please get in touch with details to a 
Bulletin contact on the front page. 

Got an Orston Event? 
 

Tell us so we can  
promote it for you! 

Visit the village website at 
www.orstonparish.co.uk 

Like our page on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/orstonvillage 

Follow us on Twitter at 
@orstonvillage 

Next Parish Council 
meeting, in the Village Hall  
and deadline for the June 
Bulletin 26th May 

Please email your news & events to 
either of the following Bulletin contacts:  
Shirley Lockwood –– 859024 - 
cllrlockwood@gmail.com 
Nick Hammond – 851442 – 
cllrnickhammond@gmail.com 

Parish Council News 
 

Parish Council meetings are now 
returning to face-to-face meetings in 
the Village Hall. Next meeting is 26th 
May 7.00pm. Social distancing 
restrictions will apply. 
 

County Council Elections 
Thursday May 6th, 7.00am to 10.00pm 
Orston Village Hall 
Don’t forget to keep yourselves and 
others safe by: 
    wearing a face covering 
    bringing your own pen or pencil 
    cleaning your hands when entering         
 and leaving the polling station 
    keeping a safe distance. 
Voting by Proxy 
Voters should not attend the polling 
station if they have symptoms of COVID
-19, or if they have been asked to self-
isolate. 
Anyone who develops symptoms or is 
asked to self-isolate shortly before 
polling day, has up to 5.00pm on 
polling day to apply for an emergency 
proxy vote. This allows them to 
nominate someone they trust to vote 
on their behalf. 
For further information on how to 
apply for an emergency proxy, voters 
should contact our electoral 
registration team emailing 
elections@rushclifffe.gov.uk or calling 
0115 981 9911. 
 

Newcomers Welcome Evening 
The Parish Council would like to invite 
all new families to a Welcome Evening 
on Wednesday 14th July from 6.30pm at 
the Durham Ox. More details to follow 
nearer the date. 

There were some super Easter 
displays in the village. Well done  
and thank you to all those making  
an effort to brighten up the village. 
The Easter egg prize goes to the 
Methodist Chapel with their 
wonderful display of crochet flowers. 
This was done by their lay worker 
Eleri Bristow. Well crocheted Eleri! 

Royal British Legion  

100th Anniversary 
 

This May the Royal British Legion is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary and, 
most importantly, 100 years of support 
to those who have served with Her 
Majesty’s Armed Forces. 
Join them to help mark the occasion, by 
adding a commemorative poppy to their 
100 Years of Support display, which will 
be at the National Memorial Arboretum 

on 15th May. 
Write your personal message of support 
and leave a donation for the Armed 
Forces. Your message will be printed on 
a bright red poppy and attached to a 
striking display, that recognises the lives 
and sacrifices made by the Armed 
Forces community – past and present. 
To leave your personal message please 
visit their website: https://
www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/
ways-to-give/poppy-press? 

DESPERATE FOR A BEER? 

CAN’T WAIT FOR A MEAL OUT? 
 

WE CAN HELP YOU! 
 

WE ARE REOPENING ON  

TUESDAY 18TH MAY 
 

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 

YOU. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING RESTRICTIONS 

WILL STILL APPLY 

 

RICK TRACI AND THE TEAM 

4th JULY 2021 

http://www.orstonparish.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/orstonvillage
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