Steve’s Musings
The days are getting noticeably
longer. The birds are responding in
full voice. Staking their territory and
hoping to entice a mate. Its
Saturday and I’ve been in the office.
It’s a fair afternoon and I’m
counting down the hours until I can
speed home and get out for a walk
before I lose the last of the light.

I finally drag myself away and enter
the Millennium Green. The gate
and fencing look great- Thanks
guys.

Before

I head straight for the Millennium
Green in the hope of catching Fiona
– we’re keen to see the sterling
work the grafters have done
repairing the gate and replacing the
battered wooden fence.
After a cheery catch-up with Fiona
and the Hounslows I walk the final
After
few feet over the bridge, I turn into
the entrance when I spot a flitting I make a full lap of the field, taking
shape in the air above me – the first in the newly erected dens that have
bat of the season!
sprung up and the area of cleared
brambles. Then back through the
willow arch and up the Smite and
onto Gibson’s Bridge. A pause to
take in the amazing sunset. Back
towards the village looking over my
shoulder at the sunset that’s
intensifying by the minute. The
orange is bouncing off the grey
clouds and reflecting in the puddles
left in the fields by the floods.
Trawling for insects around 2
meters from the surface of Smite
Even though walking seems to be
lane. It’s so close I can almost touch the only permitted activity during
it. Unperturbed it continues in a
lockdown- it never wears thin. I feel
rough relay – back and forth, with a deep connection to the village
the occasional spiral, twist or dip. I and the nature that shares our
watch in awe as it does a few loops wonderful space.
directly above my head!
………….. Steve Grace

St Mary’s Church News
Services and Prayer
For the moment, our vicar, Rev. Tim
Chambers, continues to lead our
Cranmer Group services online, at
https://www.cranmergroup.org.uk/
church-online/ Do join us here at
10.00am each Sunday, or catch up at
any time you wish on YouTube or via
podcast. We also meet socially on
Zoom, after the Sunday morning
service - do join us from 10.45am
each week (details of YouTube,
podcast and Zoom are all on this
same webpage).

The sun's shining and Spring is in
the air!! It's going to be an exciting
month for the Millennium Green
as the eco toilet base is being
built and the 'shed' will go on in
early March followed by the
fixtures and fittings, the modesty
panels and the soakaway - then
we can have a grand(ish) opening!

Morning Prayer online also continues,
every Wednesday and Friday, at
9.00am - follow the link at https://
www.cranmergroup.org.uk/ to join us
on Zoom then. We keep all in Orston
and in our other five Group villages in
our prayers, at those times of prayer,
and every day.
We've decided to keep the church
building closed for the time being, out
of continuing caution, but if you'd like
to spend some time in private prayer
in the peaceful beauty of St. Mary’s,
please contact Jules Humpheson on
07846 902453 or via WhatsApp, and
he'll arrange for the building to be
opened for you.
And keep a look out at https://
www.cranmergroup.org.uk/ and on
social media for how we’ll mark Holy
Week, Good Friday, and celebrate
Easter Day - we’re making plans in the
light of the new government
guidelines!

Pastoral Care
If there’s anything that you would like
to talk about with someone from the
church, please feel free to contact
Julian - 07846 902453/01949 851598
or Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906.

Orston Garden Club
Since the new road map for the
relaxation of lockdown, the
committee has decided that we
will aim to reopen garden club
meetings in September if
circumstances allow.

More info nearer the time.
Anne Hounslow

done a truly amazing job on
repairing the gate and replacing

the fencing at the entrance - and
widening the entrance too.
They also cleared a huge amount of
brambles from the old pond area
which has made such a difference
As Covid restrictions relax we
will be able to work out what
we can and can't organise
on the Green - we may even be
able to have some sort of
campout/summer do!
What a great thought - to be
out in nature celebrating
together!
We have a lot to be grateful for too
at the Green - the Grafters have

Current COVID Restrictions

to the size and aspect of that spot
on the Green.

We are immensely grateful to
them for donating their time and
expertise to these jobs which help
to make the Millennium Green
accessible and so pleasurable for
the village.
And here's a picture of the Gaffer
doing what gaffers do best leaning on his spade!!

