Steve’s Musings

a half-mile walk from the carpark to
the lakes. We stop on the verge to let
some people pass and there is hair on
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country lanes between Newark and
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winding my way home. A pair of jewels feet before and after. A deer had
caught in the glare. The shape of an
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animal comes into view. A deer.
Hugging the hedge line, contemplating Zara and I are walking back into the
village along Smite Lane. Broad
a crossing.
daylight. Something catches our eye to
Walking with Zara along the footpath the left in the field that borders The
that skirts Kilvington Lake. Mid
Hall. Its racing towards us. It swerves
morning, thick mud, motorbike tracks, as if startled and then appears from
walking boots and wellies. And then a under the hedge just across the road in
definite hoof print. Then more, some
front of us. A muntjac deer. It stops.
small. Others nearer the size of a kiwi Looks at us (for what seemed like 10
fruit. We follow them for half an hour minutes!). Then crosses the road and
then they disappear down a steep,
speeds off through the wooded area
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………….. Steve Grace
A trip out to RSPB Langford Lowfields -

Muntjac

Cranmer Community
Food Hub
Thank you to everyone
who has donated to the
Cranmer Food Hub,
the generous response
is really heart-warming.
We continue to welcome donations
(please leave in the church porch) and
if anyone has any spare egg boxes, we
would be very grateful.
cranmercommunity@gmail.com
The Cranmer Community Food Hub is
here to help members of our
community who are under pressure,
with weekly/fortnightly or one-off
food parcels. If you or a neighbour
require assistance, please contact us
via the above email address or on
07754 350632.
Your request will be treated in
complete confidence.

St Mary’s Church News

Orston Methodist Chapel
It was lovely to see the village so
wonderfully decorated for the
Christmas season and we enjoyed
contributing with a yarn-bombing
type display at the Chapel. We hope
the free tree decorations were a
blessing to those who received them.

Working on the Green in the snow on
Sunday had its compensations as this
little chap came to say hello to Anne
and I as we started trying to tame the
brambles around the old pond.

We Need Your Help

Barn owl

As Covid restrictions mean that we
are still not able to meet in person,
we continue to have fellowship
through a weekly newsletter, shared
with the Methodists in Bottesford,
and online gatherings. If you would
like to join with us please contact
Rev Nel Shallow on 01476 564191 in
the first instance.
Eleri Bristow (Lay Worker)

‘First Things’ Prayer
On the first Sunday of each month,
8.00-9.00pm, we meet to pray in an
Private Prayer
informal style – do join us as we listen
In light of the latest lockdown we will
to God and intercede to Him for
not be leaving the church open on
whatever is in our hearts.
Wednesdays for private prayer.
Instead, I would ask anyone who wants We’re also moving ‘First Things’ online,
to access the church for private prayer so why not start this New Year by
to contact me (Jules) on 07864 902453 spending time in God’s presence, and
or via WhatsApp. I can then arrange to join us on Zoom at 8.00pm every
open it for individuals on an agreed
Sunday, here (Meeting ID: 813 3894
day and time.
9288; Passcode: 995591).
Online Morning Prayer
Church Services
We have decided that it would not be To join Morning Prayer on Zoom,
sensible to hold services in the church Wednesdays & Fridays 9.00-9.30am,
click here (meeting ID: 873 3636 1158;
under present conditions, so online
services can be reached here: https:// Password: 629570).
Pastoral Care
www.cranmergroup.org.uk/churchonline/ - please join us for the zoom
If there’s anything that you would like
call afterwards.
to talk about with someone from the
church, please feel free to contact
In addition to this our vicar, Tim, also
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 or
holds online prayer meetings:
Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906.

We were pleased to welcome an
Orston resident to our Zoom AGM and
especially thrilled to hear her express
how much she had appreciated the
MG during the various lockdowns and
restrictions - she had found it a
calming and very accessible spot for a
peaceful walk/sit. It was so good to
hear a first-hand account of how much
We also trimmed some more branches the Green is valued. As Chairman of
from the entrance to the owl box as
the Trust I thanked all our hardLionel said the owls need a very clear working, patient, willing, dedicated
route in - no residents as yet but we
and creative Trustees who work on
have fingers crossed. Other jobs were behalf of the village to ensure the
to clear flood debris - some of which
Millennium Green is well maintained
was recycled onto the pathways - and and meets the needs of our
select and mark trees for felling in the community.
bug house copse -there is a lot of
squirrel damage in this copse. We also
found a good site for a beautiful
Treecreeper box which has very kindly
been donated to the Green by Orston
residents keen to encourage more bird
life. Steve chose the (very posh!) box
and positioned it exactly so as to
appeal to the Treecreeper which he
has seen in the Green in the past.
Thank you again to our donors - it is a
very ‘des res’ as you can see!
Tree creeper
It has been a trying year - I have grown
to loathe Zoom and can't wait for the
Durham Ox to reopen and welcome us
back! We have really missed organising
and joining in village do’s on the Green
- it’s such a great space for a grand gettogether - we can just hope that this
summer might see a return of the
possibility of a village event. In the
meantime we hope you will continue
to enjoy the Green in her Winter jacket
- let us know if you spot an owl in the
box or a Treecreeper!

1st Bottesford Scout Group is
currently looking to recruit a
Chairperson and a Secretary
to help us run our committee
meetings, which take place four
times a year.
As Chair you will impartially lead the
direction of the group committee
meetings and liaise with the Group
Scout Leader to set the agenda for
these meetings. You will need good
leadership and communication skills
and be able to contribute to the
strategic vision of the group.
As Secretary you will take the minutes
at the committee meetings and then
distribute them to the committee
members via email. You will need
good IT and organisational skills.
We are currently meeting via Zoom
but will eventually hold our meetings
in the Scout hut in Bottesford.
If you think you have the skills to help,
then please contact us:
Group Scout Leader – Nick Rains
Email:
1stbottesford@granthamscouts.org.
uk

