
Flooding around Orston 
 

Unfortunately we are seeing a lot 
more flooding around the village 
than we used to. Even with ‘the 
Grafters’ Herculean efforts to keep 
waterways in the village free of 
debris. 
Below are some tips of advice to keep 
safe during flooding, while travelling 
or outdoors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Out and about 
1. It is vital to understand the 

tremendous power of flood water, 
even when it is not that deep. 
RoSPA's advice is to stay out of 
flood water as much as you can. 

2. If you do decide to go out walking 
and come across a flood, ...do not 
to enter it. The water may be 
deeper than you expect, there 
may be strong currents or debris 
too. 

3. Any fast flowing flood water is 
extremely dangerous and entering 
it should be avoided at all costs, 
even at just ankle depth it can 
knock you over and the depth of 
water can increase rapidly.  

4. If you must enter the water, 
taking a pole to check the 
surface/objects in your path can 

be a lifesaver, it can also be used 
to help reach others if need be. 

5. A lot of water around the UK can 
be as low as 5°c during January to 
March. Being immersed in such 
cold water can quickly overwhelm 
your ability to move, respond and 
help yourself. 

6. If your dog jumps or falls into the 
flood water do not attempt to 
rescue them by going in after 
them. The best way to save them 
is to stand on the bank in an easy 
place for them to get out, they 
will swim to you. Better still, keep 
your dog under control and on a 
lead. 

Travel 
1. If the road ahead is flooded, 

choose another route, do not 
attempt to drive through it – it is 
easy to underestimate the depth 
or the power of fast-moving 
water. 

2. If you cannot see the end of the 
road due to water, treat the road 

as flooded and avoid it. Drivers 
can easily become trapped by 
rising flood waters. It only takes 
six inches of water before a driver 
can lose control of a small vehicle. 

3. Water in the engine compartment 
can "short" electrical circuits in 
cars, blowing fuses and causing 
petrol engines to stall. If water 
gets into either petrol or diesel 
engines through the air intake, it 
can cause expensive damage as 
well as stalling the engine and 
trapping you in the rising water. 

  
 
 

Did you know there is a lot  
of important security 
information and links on the 
NHW web page of the Orston Parish 
website?     Please have a look! 
 

Operation Reacher / Fly- 
tipping 
1. Operation Reacher 
This Nottinghamshire Police initiative 
was initially pursued as a short-term, 6 
months, operation to tackle the gang 
culture and organised crime in 
Nottingham. Due to its success it has 
now being rolled out across the 
County. 

It is playing a key role in targeting and 
disrupting criminal activities with a 
resultant decrease in reported 
incidents. Also, a considerable amount 
of stolen property has been recovered. 
It supports neighbourhood policing by 
proactively targeting criminal 
behaviour in local areas and using 
tactics such as early morning raids to 
disrupt and dismantle criminal gangs. 
It has had a marked impact locally and 
in surrounding villages with a welcome 
recent reduction in the incidence of 
rural crime. 
 

2. Fly-tipping 
This is becoming a national blight. 
Whilst up till now the authorities have 
been very efficient at clearing the 

mess, once reported, there seems to 
have been a lack of success in 
investigation and prosecution. 
Rushcliffe Borough Council has the 
responsibility for this and not the 
police. 

However, with effect from January 
2021, Rushcliffe Borough Council has 
teamed up with Waste Investigations 
Support & Enforcement (WISE) for a 
one-year trial to build on their existing 
tools to find and where necessary 
prosecute those who flout the rules. 
WISE are a specialist supplier of 
environmental crime services to 
councils across the UK. 

The new Enforcement Officers have 
the powers to issue fixed penalty 
notices to anyone found contravening 
the rules, which includes businesses or 
members of the public. 

They will operate across the Borough 
to clamp down on dumped domestic 
and commercial waste seven days a 
week and investigate where the waste 
has come from. 
 

      To report fly-tipping call: Rushcliffe 
Borough Council – 0115 981 9911 (or 
after 5pm and at weekends – 0115 
981 1143) 
 
PLEASE NOTE   
It’s very important to report crimes as 
otherwise rural communities may not be given 
the required level of resourcing they deserve. 
 

Bob Clarke: 01949 850015 

NEIGHBOURHOOD    
 WATCH 

Clubs and Societies: 
 

If you run a club or society or host a 
regular event and would like a 

mention in the Bulletin, please get in 
touch with details to a Bulletin 

contact on the front page. 

Got an Orston Event? 
 

Tell us so we can  
promote it for you! 

 

Visit the village website at 
www.orstonparish.co.uk 

Like our page on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/

orstonvillage 

Follow us on Twitter at 
@orstonvillage 

Next Parish Council 
meeting and deadline for 

the March Bulletin 
24th February 

Please email your news & events to 
either of the following Bulletin 
contacts:  
Shirley Lockwood –– 859024 - 
cllrlockwood@gmail.com 
Nick Hammond – 851442 – 
cllrnickhammond@gmail.com 

Orston Village Hall 
 

‘70th Birthday’ 
The ‘new’ Orston Village Hall will 
be celebrating its’ 70th 
Anniversary in March this year.  
To commemorate this event we 
would like to include an article in the 
Bulletin. We already have some 
information from villagers who were 
around at the time but would love to 
hear from anyone else who has 
memories of this event, plus any 
pictures would be more than 
welcome. 
Please contact Shirley Lockwood 
859024 or email 
cllrlockwood@gmail.com 

Parish Council News 
 

Parish Council meetings are currently 
being held by ‘ZOOM’.  
Please contact Nick Hammond on 
cllrnickhammond@gmail.com for the 
link, at least the day before, if you 
would like to attend the meeting 
 

Provisional Notice of Road Closure 
It has been brought to our attention 
that works may commence on 22nd 
February to repair the damaged 
parapet on the River Smite Bridge. 
Smite Lane will be closed for up to 4 
weeks for the work to be carried out, 
although Via, as yet, haven’t had a 
Legal Confirmation of the Closure. 
The proposed diversion route is; 
North along Cliff Lane at Crossroads 
with Smite Lane/Longmoor Lane – 
Continue North along Thoroton Road, 
Main Street, Shelton Road - Turn 
Right at Longhedge Lane – Turn Right 
at Mill Lane and Vice-Versa. 
Further updates will be posted on 
WhatsApp and Facebook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the date! 
July 5th 2021 

We are hoping to celebrate with a 
programme of events similar to VE 
Day. 
Including Raising the flag, 2 Minutes 
Silence, Nation’s Toast and Afternoon 
Tea. 
Let’s hope we can all enjoy ourselves 
together with an easing of lockdown, 
rather than from our gardens as 
before.  
Fingers crossed, but we will celebrate 
anyway in true Orston style!  
Keep your eye on the Bulletin for 
further information. 

What next for 
the Phonebox? 
 

Following its rebirth as a point of 
public art some 5 years ago - and 
many thanks to Will Gunn for his 
creativity and commitment to this - 
we are now looking for ideas for the 
phone box going forward.  
 

We would much appreciate our 
community to let us know what 
celebrations we should highlight, 
what colour you would like it to be, 
who can contribute time and design 
to achieve this, and generally any 
ideas you have for 2021. 
 

We are looking for input from 
community groups, including the 
school, and hope you all will feel able 
to contribute to this small but very 
noticeable part of our village. 
 

Please speak to any councillors with 
your suggestions, or email Pauline 
Ryan, Parish Clerk at 
orstonclerk@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to 
your ideas. 

Diversion route 
approx. 6km 

Site of road 
closure 
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