
 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

A Happy New year to 
everyone!  

Carol Service 
Firstly, many thanks to Tim, the Orston 
Choir, the Grafters and everyone else 
who helped to plan and put this 
together, particularly as we couldn’t 
hold the Pageant due to Covid 19 
restrictions. There was a great turnout 
from the village and it was good to see 
that social distancing was observed by 
all. Everyone I’ve spoken to enjoyed 
and appreciated the service, although 
it took a while to thaw out afterwards! 
No doubt Rick and Traci’s takeaway 
mulled wine helped more than a 
few….. 
 

Church Services 
As we have now moved into Tier 4 due 
to soaring Covid infections, it was 
decided by the Benefice Council that, 
unfortunately, we would move to 
online services to keep everyone as 

safe as we can. Let us hope that with 
the forthcoming vaccination 
programme, we will be back to (the 
new) normal later in the year. To 
access the online services, go to You 
Tube and search for ‘Cranmer Group’. 
 

Thank you! 
Also, some more thanks. First I’d like 
to thank the Orston Grafters and the 
other villagers who helped to clear up 
the North churchyard – it was good to 
see the village coming together to help 
and it makes a great difference. Finally, 
you may have noticed the lovely new 
gate on the Launder Street churchyard 
entrance -thanks to David and Elaine 
Parry for providing the new gate to the 
churchyard on Launder Street and for 
having it installed. It looks fantastic. 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel free to contact 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 or 
Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

 

Despite the wintry season it's so good to 
see so many people using the Millennium 
Green!  
I did the Aslockton round with Lola the 
dog today - made passable by the frosty 
ground - I arrived at the Green regretting 
my second cup of coffee! ....... That will 
be a thing of the past in a couple of 
months when we will have the eco toilet 
up and running. Phew!!  
The funding we secured from NCC Local 
Improvement Scheme is now in the bank 
so the next stage will be the build at the 
end of February/beginning of March. 
We're hoping for an Easter Celebration 
and opening but that will depend on the 
Covid situation of course.  
In the meantime the Trustees continue to 
meet every month or so via Zoom and to 
plan for the future. Our thanks go to 
Steve Grace for his excellent Grant 
hunting work! He has secured 2 grants 
for the MG - one from the Woodland 
Trust which is a gift of 12m of hedging 
plants which we will use in the main to fill 
the gaps in the hedge along Smite Lane. 
The second is a RBC Biodiversity Grant to 
be used for some tree thinning and 
woodland plants to establish in the 
glades that will be created.  
We would also like to thank Alec Pearson 
who very kindly donated his tree-felling 
services to the Grafters and the MG in 
beginning the tree thinning work along 
our bank of the river - this work is to 
remove dead and damaged limbs of trees 
and create light for the health of the river 
and its flora and fauna. 

The next maintenance session will be on 
Sunday 24th January at 10.00 am on the 
Green. We are always most grateful for 
any help at these sessions - there are 
tasks suitable for all ages and levels of 
experience! Just bring your enthusiasm 
and we will supply the tools! Attendance 
will of course be dependent on whatever 
Covid regulations prevail at the time. 

We will hold our AGM via Zoom on 
Thursday January 14th at 7.30pm. All 
village residents are welcome to attend 
the AGM. The Zoom link will be published 
on the village Whatsapp group and the 
notice board beside the church. 

Orston Christmas Window Trail 
 

The anagram competition was run by 
the school throughout December. 
There were some wonderful 
windows to look at and each one 
displaying a letter to complete the 
anagram ‘Tis the season to be jolly!‘ 

Christmas Garden Displays  
and Doorstep Carols 

The dark days are upon us,  the nights are 
long and the days achingly short. The 
cold grip of winter makes the hardiest of 
us feel like hibernating within the 
warmth and safety of our homes. Grey 
days where the sky is a distant memory, 
it envelopes us in its dark, depressing 
fog…….But the light is there, if you care 
to seek it out. 
The rare, bright, low light that glances 
the tops of the fields and hedges, picking 
out the fieldfares’ wings as they ‘Chak-
Chak’ away from you. Strobing through 
the trees as you walk or drive through 
the countryside. Long shadows, hugging 
the ground and seeming to never end. 
Even when the path you tread seems lost 
in the shadows- look up, the light is 
there, touching the tips of the bare 
branches, highlighting the chimneys and 
reflecting it’s golden glow in the upper 
windows of houses. 
When it’s impossible to get out during 
the day- a night time stroll around the 
village can be a time for wonder. My first 
walk out for a long while was greeted 
with the ‘Ke-wick, ke-wick’ of the Tawny 
Owl and excited families, giggling and 
chatting as they make their way around 
the Advent Window Trail. The joy that 
the Christmas Garden Displays are 
spreading is truly heart-warming... The 
light is there, if you care to seek it out. 
Happy New Year     Steve Grace 

Cropwell Young Farmers are including Orston in their round 
on Sunday 10th January. Please contact Georgie on 07938 
132122 for more details. 

Thank you to everyone for lighting up 
the village. Santa really enjoyed his 
trip around our wonderful glowing 

village. It was fantastic to see so many 
people out and joining in with the 

carols.  
The Pearce family at The Old Mill, 
Station Road win the prize for the 

best display 


