
 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Welcome Back To Church! 
Cranmer Group Sunday services 
continue to follow our three-weekly 
rotation between Orston, Aslockton 
and Whatton. 
 

November services, all at 10.00am, 
will be as follows: 
November 1st - Aslockton;  
November 8th (Remembrance Sunday) 
- Whatton;  
November 15th - Orston;  
November 22nd - Aslockton;  
November 29th (Advent Sunday) - 
Whatton.  
 

There will also be a Christingle Service 
at Aslockton at 4.00pm on Sunday 
November 29th. 
 

Please - especially for Remembrance 
Sunday and the Christingle Service - 
help us to help welcome you better, 
book your place if you possibly can. 
Call or email our Administrator, Jade, 
on 07526 603766 
thecranmergroup@gmail.com within 
the Friday before the service, to let us 
know you'll be coming.  
 

We thank you in advance - we 

look forward to welcoming you! 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel free to contact 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 
or Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

 

I've just walked down to the Green with 
the sky getting blacker and blacker and 
yet it's warmer outside than in!! Nature 
must be almost as confused as we are! 
I'm pleased to report that Kevin from 
Arboretum Tree and Garden Services 
has cut down 17 trees in total from the 
Wildflower Copse on the Green and a 
couple to make way for the eco toilet. 
He did a great job and you can fairly 
hear the remaining trees breathing 
now! Logs have been claimed by those 
who felt they could use them, the 
chippings will be used on the Green as 
and when needed. There are still some 
logs going spare so please do help 
yourselves though a small donation to 
MG funds would be much appreciated. 

We are aware that the big entrance 
gate is in dire need of repair - this is a 
big job requiring concreting in posts 
and the gate weighs a ton! We are in 
the process of obtaining quotes and 
hopefully some financial assistance for 
doing the job. Incidentally, the gate was 
donated to the Green by Paul Martin 
when he bought the blacksmith's yard - 
now Barbara Martin's cottage. It was 
made by Fred Lloyd who was the 
blacksmith! 

 
At the maintenance session we tidied 
up the willow arch (Kevin assured me 

that it will recover and gave me some 
advice for the future), cleared away the 
dead climbing log and removed 
overhanging branches from pathways 
and the bridge. At the next session on 
Sunday 15th November 10.00am, we 
need to clear the algae off the bridge, 
remove the membrane from the willow 
arch and assess the hedge for 
replanting the gaps as well as the usual 
jobs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We now have the go ahead from 
Building Control so we're ready to go!! 
We have some i's to dot and some t's 
to cross but we are hoping to have 
secured the help of Tim Allman (an 

expert in the construction of eco-
toilets!). We are responsible for digging 
and concreting the foundations, Tim is 
going to build a base for the loo onto 
which will go a custom-made shed. Tim 
will construct a small platform with 
steps and a handrail for access to the 
loo. Finally there will be a modesty 
panel (maybe a willow one) to hide the 
men's and boy's urinals which will be 
mounted on the outside of the toilet. 
Underneath the toilet will be two 
chambers to catch the necessary - one 
will be operational and the other 
empty. Once one is full we will be able 
to move the loo to start using chamber 
number 2 while chamber number 1 
composts! The urine from the urinals 
will be piped to a soakaway. 
Digging will start on Sunday 15th 
November!! If 6 people can still meet 
outside in a public space we plan to dig 
the foundations on this date. Many 
hands will make light work so if you are 
prepared to dig for a while we would 
very much like to hear from you! We 
will draw up a timetable for diggers 
nearer the date. As you know we are 
only 6 trustees now and only 2 are 
diggers so we do need help - please! If 
you can help could you ring or text to 
pledge your services. 0790 8814090 
(Fiona's number). 
This is very exciting after all 
the planning and 
fundraising !  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I still have some face coverings 
available for ladies, men and children. 
If anyone would like some, please call 
me or drop me a message on 0796 
8779696 or 01949 852565. A 
donation to charity would be 
appreciated. So far just under £400 
has been raised for Macmillan Cancer 
Care. Thank you for your generous 
donations. 
              Anne Hounslow 
Beauvale Cottage, Loughbon 

Christmas Pageant 
 

 
 
 
 
 
After much discussion, and with 
great regret, it has been decided not 
to proceed with this year's Christmas 
Pageant in Orston.  
It is only the second time in sixty 
years that we have had to cancel this 
much-loved event, but the pandemic 
situation has made the decision 
inescapable. 
HOWEVER, the community is looking 
at alternative and safe ways for us to 
celebrate together on Christmas Eve, 
so keep an eye out for more ideas 
and suggestions nearer the date. 

Orston Golf Society’s 
Autumn Tournament  
 

On Friday 9th October Orston 
Village Golf Society played their 
Autumn Tournament at Melton 
Mowbray Golf Club. 
We had a very good match and it was 
a competitive battle with a well-
known local Publican Julian Benton 
winning the trophy by two shots from 
Nigel Rippon. 
The winner of the ladies competition 
was Sheila Bancroft, and she also won 
Nearest the Pin with an excellent 
birdie. 
The Longest Drive was won by “big 
hitting” David Hayle. 
Many of us were able to enjoy a 
socially distanced beverage in the 
clubhouse after the game. It was a 
successful and enjoyable afternoon 

and we welcomed some new residents 
to golf – Paul Barnes, Steve and Sarah 
Strachan. 
 
The next match will be in March – new 
members welcome, contact 
patrick@mulhouse.co.uk 
 

              Patrick Newton  

 Remembrance 
Sunday 

 

November 8th 
The poppies are up! 

This year the Remembrance Day 
service will be held at Whatton 
Church and due to Corona Virus 
Restrictions, attendance will be by 
invite only. 
Nick Hammond will lay a wreath on 
behalf of our community. 
If you have any relatives you want 
remembering at the service, please 
contact Nick:
(cllrnickhammond@gmail.com) or 
John Daw: (johndaw6@aol.com). 
It is hoped to broadcast online an Act 
of Remembrance on Sunday at 
10.55am from outside St Mary's 
Orston when the last post will be 
sounded followed by 2 minutes 
silence. Please join in on your 
doorstep if possible. 

 

 
 

 
The Garden Club meetings remain 
suspended and the committee will 
continue to monitor the situation 
in the new year. Once conditions 
allow we will endeavour to 
recommence our monthly 
meetings. Speakers of cancelled 
meetings have been rearranged 
for future months so we will be 
ready to open as soon as we are 
allowed to do so in a COVID safe 
environment. 

Until we meet again,  
stay well and safe. 
              Anne Hounslow 

Orston Garden Club 

Parish Council News 
 

Parish Council meetings are 
currently being held by 
‘ZOOM’.  
Please contact Nick Hammond on 
cllrnickhammond@gmail.com for 
the link, at least the day before, if 
you would like to attend the 
meeting 
PLEASE NOTE – The Parish Council 
December meeting will be on 
Wednesday 16th December. 


