
 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Welcome Back To Church! 
Cranmer Group Sunday services are now 
following a three-weekly rotation 
between Orston, Aslockton and Whatton. 
October services, all at 10.00am, will be 
as follows: October 11th - Aslockton; 
October 18th - Whatton; 
October 25th - Orston. 
We look forward to having you with us! 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel free to contact 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 
or Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

 

I've walked the Smite a lot recently and 
really enjoyed the sunny, windy days of 
late summer. Mr and Mrs Swan and 
the kids were a particular delight! We 
picked kilos of blackberries too ( more 
gin!!) - there were loads beside the old 
pond on the Green - they may well still 
be there! It's a real privilege to live in 
such a beautiful place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Millennium Green is demanding 
lots of attention at the moment. We 
are aware that the willow is not 
looking its best - this is partly due to 
the season and partly the lack of light 
getting to it. We are in negotiations re 
the thinning of the trees and hoping to 
carry out the first phase asap with a 
combination of help from the Grafters 
( busier than Boris' PR team!), 
volunteers and professional tree 
fellers. Some of the trees which need 
removing are quite big!! Rest assured 
that the Trustees are on the job - it just 
takes time to organise. We are a very 
small band - there are only 6 of us now 
- we are in real need of additional 
Trustees to help get some of the work 
off the ground. I realise that everyone 
is busy - especially those with young 
families - but there are maintenance 

jobs suitable for all ages! This Saturday 
( I know it will be too late for this 
bulletin but it gives you an idea of what 
we do ) we plan to trim nettles from 
the entrances to the Green, remove 
the dead bits of the willow arch, strim 
the briars encroaching on the Gibson 
Bridge, tidy up the old 'fallen log' 
which has now disintegrated, check 
the snake house for residents!, remow 
the paths, and maybe begin the lifting 
of the canopy of some trees in the 
'wildflower' copse.  We also intend to 
discuss planting up the gaps in the 
hedge boundary along the road. Not to 
mention the on-going plans re the eco 
loo! Andrew is busy contacting Building 
Regs to get the foundations ok'd and 
we are in negotiation with a lovely man 
called Tim who we hope is going to 
help us with the final construction - he 
has considerable experience of 
building various kinds of eco toilets - 
we're just waiting for his quote and 
hoping we can afford him! He gave us 
some great advice way back at the 
conception stage which feels like years 
ago! We will still need to dig the 
foundations though so will be asking 
for muscle in the very near future - in 
fact I have already press-ganged a 
couple of unsuspecting neighbours 
who happened to be passing .........!! 

 
As our MG zoom meetings seem to be 
out of sync with the publication of the 
bulletin I will post the date of the 
November session on the notice board. 
We generally have a session each 
month on a Saturday at 10.00 am. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I am pleased to say that I have raised 
approximately £375 for Macmillan 
Cancer Care.  
Thank you for your generous 
donations. I still have a number of 
face coverings available. If you would 
like any, please give me a ring on 
01949 852565. 
All I am asking is for a donation of £1 
for each covering to cover costs, any 
excess will be donated to charity. 
              Anne Hounslow 
Beauvale Cottage, Loughbon 

Parish Council News 
 

We would like to thank Orston 
Primary School for trying to ease 
the parking around the school by 
allowing some of their staff to 
park within the school grounds. 
 

Don’t forget to return your 
Electoral Registration form or fill it 
in online. 
 

Funding 
Orston Parish Council will soon be 
putting together the budget for 
2021/2022. To help plan for the 
forthcoming year it would be 
helpful if village organisations 
seeking support for a project, or to 
hold an event, could submit 
requests for consideration before 
the budget is discussed.  
Grants will be awarded to groups 
and organisations who are able to 
demonstrate benefit to the parish. 
OPC cannot guarantee that 
funding will be allocated but each 
application will be considered on 
individual merit at the council’s 
precept setting meeting in 
January. 
Please contact the parish clerk 
Pauline Ryan for details of how to 
apply: orstonclerk@gmail.com or 
telephone 01949 851541. 
 

Smite Report 
Dr Tim Jacklin, Conservation 
Officer Midlands, kindly produced 
a report for Orston on the state of 
the River Smite in the Orston area. 
Concerns over the state of the 
banks and large growth of reeds 
prompted this action.  
One of the actions required to 
maintain the bank, particularly 
through the Millennium Green, is 
the felling of several trees plus 
structures being introduced to 
protect the weakest banks. The 
work will be carried out 
throughout October with signage 
being displayed on the days work 
will be taking place.  
Unfortunately the tree across the 
Smite supporting the swing is now 
in a dangerous state and with 
regret will be one of those having 
to be removed. 

 

WE VISIT ORSTON EVERY FRIDAY  
9.45am - 10.45am 
WE PARK BY THE CHURCH, ON CHURCH ST 

Fresh barista coffee served from our vintage Estafette van. Freshly 
baked pastries and muffins are also available, but come quickly for 
those! A chance to grab a coffee during your work day or meet a 
neighbour for a socially distanced chat.  
We take card/contactless. Preferred. 

Vamos Theatre is starting a national and international campaign to combat loneliness – 
and we want YOU to join us! 
Introducing The Wednesday Wave, our new initiative to reach care home residents or 
anyone who feels isolated during the current pandemic, connecting people through the 
simple act of waving.  
How does it work? 
From 3pm on Wednesdays, from 14th October till 16th December 2020, anyone feeling 
isolated or in need of contact displays The Wednesday Wave poster. Anyone who’d like 
to wave finds somewhere with a poster displayed – and the waving begins! 
For more details see https://www.vamostheatre.co.uk/ 
There will be posters on the village noticeboard for anyone to take 


