
 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Letter from our Vicar 
I’m now official! Having said “Hi!" to you all last 
month, but with my formal start in the Cranmer 
Group having to be delayed, I’m delighted to 
say I was licensed as Vicar of Orston and the 
other five parishes of the Group on April 3rd. It 
all happened virtually - using a Microsoft Teams 
videoconference! - with the Bishop in his study 
in Southwell and me sitting on 
our sofa. It wasn’t quite how I’d 
hoped to start, but it’s definitely 
'one to tell the grandchildren’! 
We’re still unable to move, so I 
continue to be your ‘virtual vicar’ 
- if I can be of any help at all, 
perhaps especially in prayer, 
please do contact me on 07946 
526569 or at 
curate@stgilesparish.com.                  
In the meantime, members of   

St. Mary’s congregation did a great job of 
bringing some Easter joy to the church gateway 
- if you were unable to get out to see it, here’s 
a picture of the splendid decorations. 
I continue to keep all of you in Orston in my 
prayers, especially as we continue through 
these very challenging times. Do keep in touch 
with us, including our online services, at 
www.cranmergroup.org.uk  
My very best wishes, stay safe, and God bless, 

Tim 
Rev. Tim Chambers 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you 
would like to talk about with 
someone from the church, 
please feel free to contact 
myself - 07946 526569, Julian - 
07846 902453 / 01949 851598 
or Jean Smeeton – 01949 
850906. 

 

Spring has Sprung! A Guide. 
The Lockdown is difficult for everyone, our 
normal way of life has been turned inside out, 
back to front, or ground to a halt altogether! If 
you are lucky enough to be enjoying the 
weather and exploring the village on your 15 
minutes permitted exercise here are some tips 
to get the most out of your walks- 
Look out for the kingfisher if you take in the 
Smite – a flash of electric blue like a laser fired 
down the centre of the river around 40cm (1½ 
feet) above the surface. Its nesting again in the 
tangle of tree roots on the far bank as you enter 
The Millennium Green from the gate after 
Gibson’s Bridge – you can see a smattering of 
white poo below the entrance! 
The first of the wild flowers are appearing. The 

Millennium Green has 
Bluebells, Primrose, 
Stitchwort, Red Campion and 
Cow Parsley to name but a 
few. The footpath that runs 
along the ‘Bean’ field which 
connects Chapel Street to 
Gibson’s Bridge has the first 
of the white Nettle flowers 
(you can suck the nectar from 
the flower stems) with a 
beautiful pairing of purple 
flowered Bugle. 
Listen to the dawn chorus. May 1st is the best 
time to hear the cacophony of bird song. Get up 
early – around 5am - grab warm clothes and a 
flask. Sit in a nice spot, I’m going to the 
Millennium Green, and listen to the show! Even 
if you aren’t an early riser the birdsong is 

amazing this time of year- I 
counted 25 species of bird (either 
seen or heard) on my lap around 
the village last week. I wasn’t 
even trying that hard!  
Spot the Skylark! This amazing, 
Thrush-size bird sings as it 
ascends into the heavens almost, 
out of sight. Its song is a long, 
crazy, high-pitched babble. They 
love the fields and can be heard, 
often 3 or 4 at a time, battling it 
out for the best ‘patch’. 

I’m going to put up laminated ‘Wild About 
Orston’ posters on the main routes round the 
village. These will include a map, photos and 
links to useful books and websites. Enjoy these 
challenging times - stay safe and stay at home 
(but not so much you miss out!) Steve Grace 

Milk Delivery Service 
 

This is a new community-led  
system to provide milk  
delivery to the households  
of Orston that are  
self-isolating during the  
Coronavirus crisis. We will aim to deliver milk 
2 or 3 times a week. This service is in addition 
to the shop run by the Durham Ox, which can 
be used by households not in self-isolation, to 
buy milk and other goods. 
Ian Carr is getting the milk and delivering it, 
and Pauline is keeping track of the orders so 
that accounts can be settled later. We have 9 
regular customers so far. 
If you would like to be included in this delivery 
service, contact Pauline Davidson on 01949 
850820 or pauline.davidson@tiscali.co.uk, or 
Ian on 07951 533384. 
There is a WhatsApp group, ‘Orston Milk 
Round’, which is the easiest way of 
communicating orders.  
Contact Pauline to be added to the group. 

 

Orston’s Creative Kids 
 

Rock painting  
#nottsrocks #orstonrocks 

Would villagers 
like to partake 
in rock painting 
and hiding 
whilst in 
lockdown? 
Rocks can be 

painted in the theme of a rainbow for the 
NHS, VE weekend, your favourite cartoon 
character or football team and then 
placed around 
the village for 
others to find 
and keep or to re 
hide for someone 
else to find. 
Please can you 
post a picture if 
you find one, on 
the village 
Facebook page to 
share the fun? 
The Facebook page Notts Rocks has lots 
of inspiration and ideas. 

    RAINBOWS AND  
     TEDDY BEARS 
 

It was lovely to see all the rainbows and 
teddies displayed around the village 
perhaps you could do some more pictures 
to display in your windows for VE day  
A message was put out to the local 
children to paint some pictures to cheer 
the NHS staff up whilst at work. Here are 
some of the lovely designs we sent.  

Easter Front Garden 
Competition Winners 
 

Maisy and Cassie Lee are the winners 
with their wonderful ‘bunny’ bushes. 

Free Local IT Help 
 

Letter from David  
Wheeler, The Green 
I am now on Furlough 
 and at home, I can  
offer anyone in Orston  
free IT assistance,  
without coming to their home, either on the 
phone or online. I am degree and Teacher 
qualified and CRB checked. 
I don’t know if the PC can help spread the 
skills we have in the village to help each other. 
David Wheeler Tel: 01949 850994 Email: 
dwheeler474@btinternet.com 


