
Golf Society 
 

End of an era but the 
future looks bright. 

Tony Benton handed over 
his leadership role for the 
Society to Patrick Newton 
at the February AGM.  

The Society was founded 
by Tony in April 1999 with agreement to 
hold a knock out competition (The Durham 
Ox Trophy) for golfers living in the village. 
The latest winner of the Trophy is Simon 
Rhodes-Chamberlin (photo). 

In 2000 Tony then introduced a summer 
golf day with invitations to partners to join 
the golfers for the evening meal. In the 
following years spring and autumn 
tournaments, and matches against 

 other village societies were 
introduced. 

The Society has been a 
tremendous success and a truly 
important village asset and long 
may it continue.  

None of this would have 
happened without Tony. It was his 
idea and his driving force that  

kick-started the whole thing and  
has kept it going successfully for  
the past 20 years. A big  
thank you Tony from  
everyone in the society. 

Anyone wishing to join the Society would 
be most welcome. Just send an email or 
call Patrick Newton (Tel: 07979 075741) 
Email: patrick@mulhouse.co.uk  
Golf Correspondent (Hackers’ World) 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Letter from our New Vicar 
Dear Orston Friends (if I may call you that, not 
having met you yet!), 
 

You may know from March’s Bulletin, that I was 
due to become your Vicar of St. Mary’s (and 
also of Aslockton, Hawksworth, Scarrington, 
Thoroton & Whatton) on March 23rd, but this 
has had to be delayed. Clare, Esther (aged 2), 
Ella (our dog) & I can't yet move in either but, 
in the meantime, I’m trying to be in virtual 
contact with as many people as I can, as your 
‘Vicar Designate’. 
 

I know this is a time of significant worry for 
many of us – for ourselves & our loved ones, 
especially the ill, elderly, isolated & vulnerable. 
There’s great strain on many of us, particularly 
those in our Health Service & social care. Our 
lives look utterly different from only a few days 
ago. I’m very sorry that we’ve had to close all 
our churches, including St. Mary’s, until further 
notice - I know places of worship can be of real 
comfort to many of us at times like now. 
 

But I also know from Julian & Jean, your Church 
Wardens, that there's a fantastic support 
network already operating in Orston, providing 
practical help & friendly conversation. I hope 
it’s not presumptive of me to say a huge “thank 
you” to all of you involved - it's brilliant how 
you’ve come together at this time. I believe 
that our profound spiritual needs - as well as 

the practical - often come to the fore at difficult 
times like now. Although St. Mary’s can’t 
physically be open, we’re doing our best to be a 
‘virtual church’ to meet those needs. Our 
website, www.cranmergroup.org.uk has 
sermon transcripts, & in April we should have 
podcasts too, plus resources for prayer, and 
hopefully also creative materials for children. 
Do visit the website to see what’s new! And if 
you’re not online, & would like to receive paper 
copies - or just wish to contact me in general, 
do call me on 07946 526569 (I’m also at 
curate@stgilesparish.com). 
 

All of you in Orston & the other five parishes 
are in my daily prayers. If you’d like me to pray 
for anyone by name, contact me in confidence, 
and it’d be my privilege to do that. I hope - & 
pray - that I’ll be able to meet you all in person 
very soon. In the 
meantime, my very 
best wishes, stay safe, 
& God bless, 

Tim 
Rev'd. Tim Chambers 
Vicar Designate,  
The Cranmer Group 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like to talk 
about with someone from the church, please 
feel free to contact myself Julian - 
07846902453/01949 851598 or Jean Smeeton 
– 01949 850906. 

Hi to all our valued customers. 
 

We are all going through a tough time 
at the moment and we will all have 
family and friends that we are worrying 
about and our thoughts and prayers 
are with everyone. 
 

Myself and Traci would just like to say 
even though we have had to shut the 
doors on the orders of the prime 
minister, we have now had clear 
confirmation from the  
licensing officer that we  
can provide a service  
to the village by  
utilising our  
suppliers by selling  
basic essentials  
through the beer  
garden window whilst also respecting 
social distancing. 
  

We can also offer a food takeaway 
service  
between 5.00pm and 7.00pm but all 
telephone orders must be in before 
4.00pm. 
 

All payments must be contactless. 
 

We think the best thing to do is 
contact us directly and we will see  
if we can help. Please bear in mind 
our suppliers are limited too and a lot 
of supermarkets now have full 
shelves. 
 

We are reaching out to anyone that 
needs help, you can contact us on the 
pub landline 01949 850059. 
 

Please remember we will do our best 
for you but information within our 
business is changing everyday. Stay 
safe                
                        Rick & Traci 

 

Very sadly we had to postpone our Spring 
Event in the Millennium Green for obvious 
reasons - it's such a shame, but the current 
advice from the Government doesn't stop 
us enjoying the many beauties, joys and 
restorative qualities of the Millennium 
Green which I hope you will take 
advantage of (respecting the 2 meter rule 
of course). 

In the meantime we will be eagerly 
anticipating our planning permission for 
the eco toilet and preparing to move as 
soon as we are allowed. 

These are strange and challenging times. 
If ever we needed a hug to reassure us and 
keep us together it’s now. But with Self-
Isolation and Social 
Distancing we have to 
either skirt around our 
friends and neighbours 
as we pass them on 
our ration of one trip outdoors a day or we 
have to avoid them all together for risk of 
passing this highly contagious virus on to 
the vulnerable. 

I have been through a period of self-
isolation for a few years now, locking 
myself away behind a cheery smile and a 
wave. Not allowing anyone in for fear of 
exposing my darkest thoughts and regrets. 
But the thing that’s always helped me 
through it, has been a salve to my soul, has 
been my walks around the wilder parts of 
the village. Watching the seasons unfold, 

the wildlife come and go, losing myself in 
the moment as my thoughts pass like 
clouds in the sky. 

For me Spring is the best time of the year- 
the days are getting longer, 
the haze of green that fuzzes 
the edges of the hedgerows, 
the dawn and dusk chorus that 
builds from February to May- 
drowning out all other sounds 
of everyday life. 
 

We’re in the first week of lockdown and 
what a week it has been so far. Beautiful 
sunny days which have helped take the 
edge off of the fear and worry that is 
obviously building. Take a trip outside, 
even in your own garden. You will be 
amazed what joys are waiting to greet you. 

The world keeps on turning, the storm will 
pass, the sun will shine again and the birds 
will sing, regardless.   Steve Grace 

Dyke cleaning 
 

After the last rain storms our incredible 
troupe of ‘Orston Grafters’ have been at 
it again….clearing the Bon Moor Drain, 
commonly known as the ‘Stink Dyke’. So 
hopefully this will prevent the village 
from flooding the next time we get a 
deluge of rain 

 
 
 
 

 
What a wonderful village we live in!  
 

It was fantastic to hear the village out in 
force to support the NHS and their 
helpers. 
 

Last week a leaflet went out to the 
whole village so those in need knew 
where they could get help. So 
PLEASE, PLEASE use this service if 
you need anything or especially if you 
are on your own and lonely. We are 
only a phone call away. 
If you have mislaid your leaflet just call 
Shirley Lockwood 859024 for a new 
one. 
 

All our volunteers realise the risk of 
contact and will drop things at your 
doorstep and keep their distance. 
 

The Parish Council would like to 
thank all our volunteers for their 
help at this time. It’s fantastic that 
we have such a caring community. 
 

Those of you who have mobile phones 
can also join our WhatsApp group to 
keep the village connected on ‘Orston 
Village Chat’ - here is the link to join 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/
KoQcvGxbCzrDkoCtDdu6am. 
If you have any problems joining please 
email David Standard on 
orstonwebsite@icloud.com or ring a 
volunteer. 

List of local businesses willing to 
deliver to Orston - 
 

Taylors butchers, Bottesford - 01949 
842319 
 

Bottesford Village Stores (formerly 
Spar) deliver on orders over £20, cash 
only. They will also deliver the daily 
papers on a weekly billing, paid by 
cheque or in store (a volunteer could do 
that) - 01949 847421 
 

Lancaster’s butchers, Bingham, deliver 
on orders over £20 - 01949 875010 
 

Raw, Bingham for vegetables on orders 
over £10 - rawtodoor@yahoo.com or 
01949 831077 
 

Pubs/Restaurants offering take away 
service. 
Durham Ox, (see advert) also selling 
basic groceries ring for details. 
 

Paul's Bottesford will deliver take 
aways - 01949 842375 
 

The Thatch has their Tapas menu 
available for take aways by collection or 
delivery (delivery charge may apply) - 
01949 842330 
 

Details also on Orston webpage 

https://orstonparish.co.uk/
information/health/ 
 

Milk delivery to those who MUST  
self-isolate. 
Ian Carr is willing to deliver milk to you 
from the Durham Ox, he will sort out 
payment later on 07951 533384 

Online resources for Kids 
 

For those of you who like a bit of  
structure in your lives; here's what  
various celebrities are offering you  
and your kids for free daily to help with 
their education while schools are closed:  

9.00am - PE with Joe Wicks https://
youtu.be/6v-a_dpwhro 
10.00am - Maths with Carol Vorderman 
www.themathsfactor.com 
11.00am - English with David Walliams 
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/
elevenses/ 
12.00pm - Lunch (cooking with Jamie 
Oliver) https://www.jamieoliver.com/
features/category/get-kids-cooking/ 
1.00pm - Music with Myleene Klass 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ 
1.30pm - Dance with Darcey Bussel  
https://twitter.com/diversedancemix/
status/1241098264373592065 
2.00pm - History with Dan Snow (free for  
30-days) https://tv.historyhit.com/signup/ 
package 

                           4.00pm - Home Economics  
                                 With Theo Michaels  
                                (Mon/Wed/Fri)  
                         https://www.instagram.com/ 
                              Theocooks 
 

Non-daily events include: 
Science with Professor Brian Cox, Robin 
Ince & Guests https://
cosmicshambles.com/stayathome/
upcoming-schedule 
9.30am Wednesday 25 March - Geography 
with Steve Backshall https://twitter.com/
SteveBackshall/
status/1242058846941712385 
 

For your older kids, here are 50 free 
revision resources for 11+, GCSEs and 
A-Levels: 
http://www.eparenting.co.uk/
education/50_free_revision_resources_for
_gcse_a_level_11_plus_and_sats.php 
 
 

Kindly agreed to be shared from the Skint Dad 
Community Group 

IF YOU’RE 

SELF-ISOLATING 

YOU’RE NOT ALONE 
    RAINBOWS AND  
     TEDDY BEARS 
 

Thank You everyone for practising 
social distancing whilst outside 
walking. To make the walks more 
interesting please can residents 
display rainbows in their windows for 

people to spot. Teddy 
bears can also be 
displayed so children 
can play ‘We are going 
on a bear hunt’ whilst 
practising social 
distancing on walks.  
 

We have seen a few already but if we 
could have more it would be 
appreciated. 
 

Neighbourhood Window Walk 
 

To continue the interest, below is a 
list of different displays for April 
March 29th Flowers 
April 1st Jokes 
April 4th Animals 
April 7th Encouraging Words 
April 10th Easter Eggs 
April 15th Under the Sea 
 

Easter Front Garden 
Competition 
 

Let’s keep busy while  
stuck at home and  
decorate our front  
gardens or windows for  
Easter. These will be judged on 12th April, 
an Easter egg will be awarded to the 
winning garden 


