
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the January 29th 2020 Meeting 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn, S Lockwood, A Holmes, R Iliffe, T Benton, G McMahon, Borough Cllr S Bailey, 
County Cllr F Purdue Horan, Mrs M Sharratt, seven members of the public.  
       
1. Apologies: Cllr N Hammond. 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary/personal interest in the agenda items: Cllr Iliffe advised that he had an 
interest in the planning application 20/00123/FUL to be discussed.   
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct record and signed off by OPC’s chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising:  
 
The VIAEM footpaths officer Mr James Hatchett had visited the end of Lombard Street. He is to write to the 
landowners who recently began work on the access to the properties they have planning permission to 
build. The couple had omitted to let the officer know that the public right of way would be blocked for a time 
and residents had reported their concerns re access to Moor Lane.  
 
Cllr Lockwood confirmed the wooden sign by her hedge needed replacing – the clerk to report.  
 
5. Public Meeting  
 
Local pub landlord Mr Rick Bainbridge described the parking problems outside The Durham Ox. Mr 
Bainbridge said it was not so much the parents but the teachers who parked outside the pub – making 
deliveries to the pub trickier and leading to elderly customers who cannot walk far to drive past his 
establishment for lack of easy access. He had emailed the head-teacher but not received a helpful reply. Mr 
Bainbridge had also been in contact with NCC (although this evening was the first County Cllr Purdue-
Horan had heard of the matter). Mr Bainbridge does allow parents to use the rear car park at school start 
and finish times. OPC felt that the school governors should try to resolve the problem seeking compromise: 
Mrs Charlotte Walters, present to hear what Mr Bainbridge had to say; to take discussion forward. 
 
Ms Lorraine Wilkinson told the meeting that the planter on the verge outside her home had been removed 
following months of dispute with Highways (VIAEM). A meeting had been arranged between Ms Wilkinson 
and the officer: Cllr Hammond confirmed he could attend but Cllr Purdue-Horan would not be available.  
 
Ms Wilkinson also said that the kissing gate on the path connecting Church Street and Mill Lane needed 
attending to: the parish council clerk to advise Mr Hatchett. 
 
Mr Julian Humpheson  
 

• listed the complaints he had re the construction of an access road to where two properties are to be 
built at the end of Lombard Street. 

 

• the PCC had agreed that there would not be any bell-ringing to ‘celebrate Brexit’.   
 
Mr John Lockwood recalled that at a previous meeting it had been agreed it would be festive to see lights 
on the tree outside the village hall for Christmas/winter. Rather than this be a ‘matter for consideration’ next 
meeting it was decided by OPC to give the go ahead to Mr Lockwood on the parish council’s behalf to 
purchase the lights as they were on offer. The cost will be around £95 and will come out of this year’s 
amenities budget. The clerk will be able to claim back VAT if the bill is made out to OPC.   
 
Mr Simon Chamberlin listed his objections to the planning applications 19/02817/FUL and 
19/02838/RELDEM – see RBC website planning section.  
 
6. Correspondence 
 
Received and noted.  



 
7. Planning 
 
OPC decided to object to 19/02817/FUL conversion of two barns to form three dwellings and to 
19/02838/RELDEM application for relevant demolition of three dilapidated barn structures to form two new-
build dwellings with access, parking and landscaping. Location: Manor Farm Hill Road, Orston. 
 
OPC had no objections to 20/00123/FUL erection of front brick boundary wall 1.7m high at Birch House, 
Maule Court, Orston. 
 
Comments made to Rushcliffe Borough Council can be viewed on their website.  
 
8. Finance 

 

 
Ratified: clerk’s quarterly work from home allowance paid by standing order (£40.25 on 7th Jan).  
 

 
Agreed for payment:  
 
Clerk's Jan salary (to be paid by standing order 7th Feb)     £286.00 
Bulletin printing – Priory Academies (two months)      £78.88 
Christmas tree           £126.00 
Room hire – two meetings in 2019 held at the chapel      £30.00 
   
December statement of accounts approved. 
 
Proposer Cllr Gunn; seconder Cllr Lockwood and all authorised by OPC.  
 
9. Matters for consideration: 
 
Playground matters: no update.  
 
Purchase of a new mower: Cllr Gunn to organise this - part exchanging a p c owned mower for a new 
mower the contractor would be able to use more easily. There will be a cost – OPC agreed to that in 
principle.  
 
NCC grant (local improvement scheme) information to be passed on to Orston Playground Association 
for a potential bid next year.  
 
Further poppy purchases ahead of May 2020 event: none needed it was decided.  
 
War memorial planning: well underway now – Cllr Benton said he felt that neighbouring residents 
should be consulted and kept informed; all agreed to this.  
 
10. Councillor reports 
 
Cllr Iliffe the hedge before the Smite bridge needs cutting back – Cllr Gunn to talk to the land-owner.  
 
Cllr McMahon 
 

• Bingham Neighbourhood Plan meeting: village representatives wanted enhanced health services 
and parking to go with that and felt that a community hall was needed.  

 

• Good neighbour scheme: going well and additions to the list of contacts had been made.   
 
Cllr Lockwood 
 

• Summarised the February bulletin content so far – councillors approved.  
 

• Suggested that flyers about recycling are distributed with a future bulletin (at the NALC AGM it was 



advertised that these could be provided for free to parishes). OPC agreed: the clerk to order 250.  
 

• Had received an email from a Lombard Street resident complaining of dog poo being left on their 
drive. It was decided that Cllr Lockwood would respond explaining what the parish council had done 
in the past, and continue to do, to encourage responsible dog-walking locally; a reminder on this 
subject to go into the next bulletin.  

 

• Asked that parish councillors vote on the subject of decorating the phone box which OPC takes 
responsibility for - and whether they agree the church bells should ring - both to mark “Brexit”. OPC 
then resolved to not support either action feeling that ‘Brexit’ is a political issue and a village parish 
council should be interested only in local community issues.  

 
 

Cllr Benton: 

 
Concerned about outstanding highways issues to which no update had been received – Resident Mr 
Chamberlin was allowed to interject saying that he agreed a 30mph sign was needed and horse rider signs 
to help avoid a possible collision over the bridge.  
 
Reported a potentially hazardous collection of leaves littering Church Street.  
 
Had reported a flooded/blocked drain for a local resident.  
 
Cllr Gunn had been hedge cutting around the allotments and Spa area and thanked the volunteers who 
decorated the phone box (which OPC takes responsibility for) for Christmas.  
 
11. Next agenda so far: Playground, War memorial. 

 

12. January meeting ended at 8.10pm. Next meeting: Wed 26th February, 7pm, Orston Village Hall.  
 

 
 


