
Le Rosbif 
 

Informal French 
Conversation Group 

Join us for an informal chat in French, 
all levels welcome - no charge, just buy 
a drink and join in! 
 

We usually meet on the 
2nd Thursday of the month (Bingham - 
White Lion) and the  
4th Wednesday of the month (Orston - 
Durham Ox), any time from 7.30pm 
onwards.  

For more details contact  
Fiona Winfield: 01949 851602 or 
fmwinfield@aol.com  

See Facebook for upcoming events 
www.facebook.com/RosbifOrston/ 

Orston & District 
Royal British Legion 
 

Next meeting 

Tuesday 14th January 
8:15pm 
Durham Ox.  

Cranmer Group Services for January 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

New Vicar 
Good news on the recruitment front – the 
Diocese have put 2 candidates forward 
for the post of group vicar. Interviews will 
take place mid-January, so hopefully we'll 
be able to announce the appointment of 
a full-time incumbent very soon. 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like to 
talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel free to contact myself 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 or 
Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

presents 

Adam Pasco 
UK’s leading gardening journalist 
Wednesday 15th January 2020 
7.30pm, Orston Village Hall  
(parking at rear of Hall). 
 

Adam’s talk will be on: 

 

Adam Pasco has been a leading 
gardening journalist in the UK for over 
37 years, successfully launching and 
editing BBC Gardeners’ World Magazine 
for 22 of these. He now runs his own 
company, Adam Pasco Media, as a 
writer and content provider, lecturer, 
and consultant to clients in the 
gardening industry. 
 

In addition to BBC Gardeners’ World, 
Adam has been Editor of Garden News, 
Garden Answers and Waitrose Garden 
magazine. He has twice been crowned 
‘Editor of the Year’ by the British 
Society of Magazine Editors, and been 
awarded ‘Practical Journalist of the 
Year’ by the Garden Media Guild. 
 

Adam runs an impressive garden 
picture library, presents videos for 
gardening clients, and regularly talks at 
events and to gardening groups around 
the country. 
 

Visitors warmly welcome - £4.00 per 
person 

Orston Walkers 
 

Happy New Year to all our 
walkers. 

 

Tuesday 14
th

 January 
and 

Tuesday 28
th

 January 
 
 

We meet at 9.30am at Orston 
Village Hall Car Park for 

car sharing. 
 

Please contact Pauline on 
07811 001197 or 

paulinefaz@live.com for further 
details of either walks 

 

Please join us for a post Christmas 
workout on  
Saturday January 11th, 10.00am-12 noon. 
We’re holding a ‘work party’ to make 
some renovations to the willow arch and 
tidy up along the banks of The Smite to 
remove the detritus that was washed up 
by the floods. 
Tools and guidance provided, fingers 
crossed for some post Xmas sunshine!. 
Contact Steve Grace – 07779029961.  

 

A Tale of Three Weekends. 

Saturday December 7th 
A beautiful, clear blue morning. 
Unseasonably warm. Walking through the 
Millennium Green on my usual route along 
The Smite. Robin, Wren and Long Tailed 
Tits all extremely vocal for the time of 
year. As I exit the metal gate on Smite 
Lane and peer over the bridge (hoping for 
a glimpse of the Kingfisher!) I hear a sound 
that lifts my heart – the cascading song of 
a Skylark! It feels like a spring morning. 

Saturday December 14th 
Up before the sun. A cold, biting wind. As I 
walk to the end of The Row and enter the 
footpath, a lone Robin hops a few feet in 
front of me. Much to the amusement of 
my springer, Whisky! I follow it to the end 
of the path and it flits into the Hawthorn 
hedge at shoulder height. It sits there and 
allows me a clear view of it’s beautiful, red 
breast. I tip my hat and walk on. 

As I exit the footpath and enter the field I 
am hit by the force of the wind, charging 
across the field like an angry stampede.  

All leaves have been blown away. The oak 
beside Gibson’s Bridge stands strong, it’s 
silhouette etched into the clear blue sky.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later the same day I head out for a run 

before the sun disappears. The wind is still 
strong and cold but it is a sunny afternoon. 
Heading back along The Smite the pale, 
pink sun lights up the wings of a flock of 
Fieldfares. There must be 200 or more of 
these Northern relatives of the Thrush. As 
the flock disappears an Egret takes flight in 
a slow, deliberate ascent. As it banks in 
front of me the sun catches it and it could 
be a phoenix rising! I follow its arc into the 
distance on my right and I then catch a 
ghostly image hunting in a copse of trees. 
The Barn Owl is out early, 3pm, it must 
have predicted the heavy rain that arrived 
later that evening- Barn Owls can’t hunt in 
the rain as their wings get waterlogged 
and they are unable to fly. 

Saturday December 21st. 
Heavy rain yesterday. Mill Lane flooded 
again. Dry and cloudy, but bright. Entering 
the field I see the extent of the flooding. 
The fields, dykes and Smite become one. A 
truly awesome sight. The footpath is 
muddy but passable. Up on Gibson’s 
Bridge I’m surrounded by the pale 
chocolate coloured river. The footpath on 
the other side is under a few inches of 
water. As I enter the wooden gate I have 
to take a left into The Green as the path 
along The Smite is impassable – even in my 
wellies! I cut round to the right back onto 
the river path and it is a bit easier- but still 
within 2 inches of the top of my boots! I 
make it to the willow arch and exit the 
metal gate. 

The Smite has burst its banks 3 times in 
the past 5 years. It has now burst its banks 
3 times this Autumn/Winter alone. I’ve 
spoken to other villagers and this appears 
to be the worst in 30 years. With this in 
mind we have decided to redesign the eco 
loo so that it sits up above ground level 
rather than have a pit dug down that 
would be a potential flood risk. 
                          Steve Grace 

KEEP THE DATE!!! 
Our FAMOUS Campout weekend will be on 
Friday 10th and Saturday 11th July 2020. 
It's a BIG ONE in 2020 with the Duck Race 
and Dog show and much more to follow! 

 Orston Aslockton  Hawksworth Thoroton Whatton 

5th  Café Church  
10.45am   Holy Communion 

9.00am 

12th  Morning Praise 
10.45am  Holy Communion 

9.00am  

19th  Holy Communion 
10.45am    

26th Holy Communion 
10.45am 

Ecumenical Service 
10.15am 

Holy Communion 
9.00am   

Orston & Thoroton WI 
 

Members’ Night 
Wednesday 8th January, 7.30pm 
 

'Star Gazing - Turn Right at 
Orion'  
Wednesday 12th February, 7.30pm 

 

Orston Village Hall 

(Visitors welcome,  
by donation) 
More details on the village website 

Parish Council News 
 

Precept Requests 
If you don’t ask you won’t get it! 
Orston Parish Council will soon be 
putting together the budget for 
2020/2021. Could village organisations 
seeking support for a project, or to hold 
an event, please submit requests for 
consideration before the budget is 
discussed at our meeting on January 
29th.  
Grants will be awarded to groups and 
organisations who are able to 
demonstrate benefit to the parish. OPC 
cannot guarantee that funding will be 
allocated but each application will be 
considered on individual merit. Please 
download the Grant Request Form on 
the parish council website https://
orstonparish.co.uk/parish-council/ . 
Please contact the parish clerk Michele 
Sharratt for details of how to apply: 
orstonparishclerk@gmail.com 

Orston Garden Club 

Wrestling With God 
 
(A good way to start a new year!) 
Sometimes what we hear about the 
Christian faith illuminates us, often it 
confuses or even annoys us, but how do 
we sort the wheat from the chaff? In 
our sessions all questions, all doubts, 
are admitted into the debate; and we 
believe that Scripture is our best 
resource to answer life’s issues. 
 

A few of us meet together each month 
to discuss issues important to us. We 
are starting the year looking at what we 
learn from Matthew’s account of the 
life of Jesus. 
It’s well documented that Matthew 
wrote this in Hebrew, which suggests 
the original wasn’t written so far from 
the events he describes. 
It was written to the Christians of the 
time, most of whom were Jewish, like 
Jesus himself. As such he gives us a real 
opportunity to unravel some of the acts 
and teachings of Jesus and understand 
them with greater clarity. 
 

Come and join the discussion. Our next 
session is at Annie Dickinson's home in 
Orston and we will be moving from the 
Sermon on the Mount and travelling 
through chapter 8. 

Wednesday 29th January  
7.30 - 9pm 
Highfields, Station Road, Orston. 
Telephone 851375  or email 
annie@dickinson.net  

The lungs of the 
village!! 

Orston Village Hall presents.... 
 

DESERT ISLAND 

FLICKS 
 

Friday 15th May, from 7:30pm 
Tickets £14, including nibbles 

Desert Island Flicks sees two leading 
ladies reimagine, remake and spoof the 
most memorable movie moments of all 

time, taking on all the lead roles, 
stunts, and special effects! 

 

From timeless classics to modern day 
marvels, the show celebrates how icon-

ic characters and thrilling plot twists 
have captured imaginations the world 

over, bringing people together to 
laugh, cry, and cheer along in a room 

full of strangers. 
 

Somewhere between a dance perfor-
mance, sketch show, a night at the 

movies and an epic game of charades, 
Desert Island Flicks shines a spotlight 

on life lessons learnt from the big 
screen, 

all set to a sensational soundtrack. 


