
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on October 30th 2019 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn, N Hammond, T Benton, A Holmes, G McMahon, S Lockwood. County Cllr F 
Purdue Horan, the clerk Mrs M Sharratt, 2 members of the public.  
       
1. Apologies: Borough Cllr S Bailey 
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 
 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct record & signed by OPC’s chairman 

 
4. Co-option of a new parish councillor: following an interview process, OPC decided to offer to co-opt 
Mr Robin Iliffe (relevant skills + has shown an interest in parish council matters for a while): proposer Cllr 
Gunn; seconder Cllr Hammond. The clerk to contact Mr Life + provide forms for him to complete & return to 
her should he take on the role (Cllr McMahon will then give feedback to the other candidate).  
 
5. Matters arising:  
 
The clerk’s report was considered and updates noted.  
 
6. Public Meeting  
 
Mr Julian Humpheson: 
 

• remained unhappy that hedges/trees had been cut by his new neighbour without notice and that he 
had heard nothing from his report of this to RBC (of which he advised OPC in September). Cllr F 
Purdue-Horan will liaise with Borough Councillor Bailey to investigate.  

 
Mr John Lockwood: 
 

• offered to purchase lights for the parish council/church/community notice-board at his own expense 
(£25) and to put them up. OPC thanked Mr Lockwood and gave him the go-ahead.  

 

• had ideas re the war memorial project – upon Cllr Hammond’s suggestion he agreed to circulate 
these, including drawings from Cllr Lockwood, to councillors; and to the clerk for the p c records. 
 

• felt that the area on Church Street between the church and the pub which doesn’t seem to be 
owned by anyone should be made more usable (e.g. gravel put down) ahead of the VE Day event in 
2020. OPC agreed – in the first instance Cllr Holmes to ascertain the ownership or not of the land. 

 
7. Correspondence 
 
Received and distributed – no action required.  
 
8. Planning  
 
OPC noted the adoption by RBC of their Local Plan Part 2 following examination by the Planning  
Inspectorate. No new decisions had been made by either RBC or the Inspectorate on specific applications 
of which the councillors were not already aware.  

 
9. Finance 

 
Payments approved: 
 
Clerk's Oct salary (to be paid by standing order 7th Nov)     £286.00 
Bulletin printing Oct issue – Priory Academies       £36.00 
Reimburse D Standard website costs for orstonparish.co.uk     £19.14 
Reimburse T Churcher to pass on to volunteers – village planting    £25.00 



R Shepperson – mowing         £51.00 
Reimburse R Shepperson for mower petrol       £14.99 
Donation to RBL Poppy Appeal in lieu of a new wreath      £20.00 
 
The clerk’s work from home allowance – quarterly payment of £40.25 paid on 7th October was ratified.  
  
September statement of accounts approved: 

 
Proposer to all: Cllr Gunn; Seconder to all: Cllr McMahon. 
  
10. Matters for consideration 
 

• Purchase of a new parish council owned lawn-mower: To be reviewed over the winter.  
 

• Playground: Cllr Homes reported upon discussions on a co-operative agreement with the 
school moving on from the arrangement hitherto whereby OPC leased a tenth of the total area. 
The current head-teacher is happy with the new arrangements re access to the site.  

 
11. Councillor reports 
 
Cllr Benton: 
 

• Highways issues: Cllr Benton asked the clerk to pursue the ‘Smite Lane extending the 30mph 
zone’ issue; and to report that there is only one horse-rider sign in the village and maybe there 
should be more.  

 

• Footpath issues: various problems to be dealt with within the village; and OPC noted that it was 
difficult to FP 11 over the field dyke (path from Chapel St towards the Millennium Green) – the clerk 
to ask the footpaths officer if the ‘bridge’ can be reinstated/re-enforced.  

 

• Rubbish bins: Bottesford Lane lay-by just past Orston no longer has a bin – the clerk was asked to 
enquire why.  

 

• New arrivals in the village: 3 new families have arrived in the village since August 
 

• Suggested that obituaries could be included in the bulletin: OPC decided that this should not 
be content for a limited village news sheet.  
 

• Riding for Disabled Adults (local group based at the Dovecote Equestrian Centre): a national 
award has been won. OPC congratulates all concerned.  
 

• The annual OPC Christmas ‘do’ – proposed inviting key volunteers Mrs Lyn Churcher, Mr Jules 
Humpheson, Mr John Lockwood, Mr Bob Clarke; contractor Mr Roland Shepperson and former Cllr 
Grace. This was agreed and Cllr Gunn to sort out the invites and arrangements.  

 
Cllr McMahon: 
 

• Contact list in support of elderly or vulnerable residents: the list (names + phone numbers) 
had been created: to be included in the November bulletin. Cllr McMahon will co-ordinate the 
volunteers who had come forward.  

 

• Had attended the local quarterly police priority setting meeting: said that all involved 
(especially Orston NHW Co-ordinator Bob Clarke) did a great job and it is a valuable opportunity 
for parish representatives to communicate with the police on relevant issues.  

 

• Had attended the recent RBC Town + Parish Conference: found the event worth attending 
and reported upon two issues in particular – parish councils can sign up to the ‘armed forces 
covenant’ and might like to think of having a standing meeting agenda item focusing upon 
eco/environment concerns within the locality. Presentation slides available on RBC’s website.  

 



Cllr Hammond: 
 
Inaugural meeting of a committee to organise a weekend event to mark the 75th anniversary of VE 
Day – on May 10th /11th 2020: following the booking of the village hall (7pm Wednesday 6th November) by 
the clerk he had received a good response to his email to residents inviting ideas and support. There is a 
general website dedicated to VEDay75 for those interested.  
 
Cllr Holmes: 
 
Suggested that there should be a regular family cinema afternoon – this idea interested the rest of the 
councillors. Cllr Benton felt OPC should support this idea in whichever way it could. Previous attempts to 
hold film screenings at the village hall hadn’t been sufficiently supported, it was noted. The clerk offered to 
enquire if films could be shown at the chapel.  
 
Cllr Lockwood: 
 
Summarised bulletin content and additional content from parish councillors present was agreed.  
 
Ongoing update of the emergency plan; the clerk to check Mr Iliffe agrees to be on it should he join OPC.  
 
Cllr Gunn: 
 

• Suggested lights should illuminate the church in the dark – all agreed – he will approach the 
PCC to discuss. 

 

• Reported that traffic related to the school e.g. on parents evening was still a problem for 
residents in that part of the village. Cllr Holmes offered to talk with the school re the day-times to 
ask if the hoped for ‘crocodile’ from the village hall car park could be organised: Cllr Purdue-
Horan said that his councillor fund had previously been successfully applied to by communities 
wishing to provide high-vis vests in similar situations.  

 
12. Next agenda so far: playground; 2020 meeting arrangements; OPC grants process for 2020-21 
 

13. The October meeting finished at 8.20pm.  
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 27th November 2019 7pm at Orston Village Hall.  
 
The last meeting of the year will be held on Wednesday 18th December 2019, 7pm, at Orston Methodist 
Chapel, Chapel St, Orston.  
 


