
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on June 26th 2019 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn, N Hammond, T Benton, S Lockwood, A Holmes, Borough Cllr S Bailey,  
County Cllr F Purdue Horan, Mr G McMahon who was co-opted as a councillor during the meeting 
       
1. Apologies: Cllr C Grace, Mrs M Sharratt - parish clerk - in whose absence it was decided that Cllr 
Hammond would take notes of the meeting.  
 
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items none declared. 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct record and signed by the chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising none. 
 
5. Matter for consideration Co-option of a new parish councillor to fill the vacancy – agenda item 
brought forward. Resident Mr Gerry McMahon was co-opted on to the council: proposer Cllr W Gunn; 
seconder; Cllr N Hammond; and then joined the meeting as a participant. 
 
6. Public Meeting  
 
Cllr Bailey advised OPC of developments and dedications of war memorials; and the upcoming flag raising 
at Rushcliffe arena. 
 
7. Correspondence 
 
Noted and discussed. The proposed national remembrance activities for VE day, May 10th /11th 2020 were 
of particular interests and a village “forties day” event proposed and agreed to be held that weekend to be 
organised and supported by OPC and the community in general - planning to be co-ordinated by Cllr Gunn. 
This will be advertised in the bulletin from September 2019.  
 
8. Planning  

 
Modifications to RBC’s Local Plan Part 2. Cllr Hammond gave a brief summary and members expressed 
support for the proposals – Cllr Hammond to submit the appropriate response.  
 
19/01281/COU Proposed change of use of existing club room to café serving hot & cold food and 
Alcohol at Orston Recreation Ground, Spa Lane, Orston. Members expressed strong support for this 
change of use – Cllr Hammond to respond to RBC.  
 
Planning decisions (available to see on RBC’s website) were noted.  
 
9. Finance 

 
For payment: 
 
Clerk's July salary (to be paid by standing order 7th July)     £286.00 
Clerk’s Work from Home Allowance (to be paid by SO 7th July)    £40.25 
 
Payments ratified: 
 
Printing – Feb bulletin (delayed payment no invoice at the time)    £36.00 
Printing – June bulletin         £36.00 
Reimburse A Churcher for village plant purchases      £192.89 
R Shepperson – mowing         £136.00 
Reimburse R Shepperson for mower petrol       £22.95 
NALC – book-keeping course (cost shared with APC)     £15.00 
ROSPA annual playground inspection       £110.60 
     



May statement of accounts for approval 
 

Proposer to all: Cllr Gunn; Seconder to all: Cllr Hammond 
  
10. Matters for consideration 
 

• Playground: Cllr Homes reported that work is nearing completion, and that discussions on a 
co-operative agreement with the school can start once work is completed. 

 

• New war memorial: Minute from May stands: Cllr Gunn to co-ordinate 
 

• Streetwise: Cllr Hammond reported that Mr Andrew Hounslow from the Orston Millennium 
Green Trust had suggested that the Council purchased event waste bins for the community to 
use. Following discussion, it was agreed that given OPC’s relatively small budget, this would not 
be an efficient use of public funds. It was however agreed that Streetwise provide an excellent 
service to the village - and a letter of thanks would be apt (Cllr Hammond to action in the clerk’s 
absence). 

 

• Governance documents: OPC decided that these would remain the same – the clerk to re-
date and upload to the village website.  

 
11. Councillor reports 
 
Cllr Holmes reported that 
 

• car parking for the school was still an ongoing issue: it was agreed to monitor the situation and 
discuss with the school if necessary.  

 

• the 1st Bottesford Beavers had visited the Millennium Green for their Environment Badge: the 
Beavers and OPC expressed many thanks to committee member Mr Steve Grace who facilitated 
this occasion so well.  

 
Cllr Benton expressed concern that the ‘welcome to new-comers night’ had had to be cancelled due to a 
lack of interest; and that the numbers participating in the Orston Walkers Group were in decline. However, 
he reported that the Orston choir was going from strength to strength, with 35 members currently 

 
Cllr Hammond reported that the fallen tree on the footpath at the bottom of Chapel St had been cleared – 
he thanked Cllr Gunn for his efforts in ensuring all was cleared.  
 
Cllr McMahon raised issues with Severn Trent: OPC noted that these are currently resolved. 
 
Cllr Lockwood noted that the July bulletin would include, amongst other items, advice on parking at 
harvest time; Mr Robert Jenrick’s MP surgery; RBC’s free tree scheme. There would be no August bulletin.  
 
Cllr Gunn said that he will make some land available to support the free tree scheme. He noted that the 
church tower was more stable and that bells can be used occasionally e.g. at weddings 
 

12. Agenda items next time: free tree scheme; playground update, annual review of OPC’s governance 

documents. 

 

13. Next meeting: Wednesday 31st July 2019, 7pm, at Orston Village Hall.  
 


