
Le Rosbif 
 

Informal French 
Conversation Group 
Join us for an informal chat in 
French, all levels welcome - no 
charge, just buy a drink and join us! 
 

We usually meet on the 
2nd Thursday of the month (Bingham 
- White Lion) and the  
4th Wednesday of the month (Orston 
- Durham Ox), any time from 7.30pm 
onwards. 
 

For more details contact  
Fiona Winfield: 01949 851602 or 
fmwinfield@aol.com  

See Facebook for upcoming events 
www.facebook.com/RosbifOrston/ 

Cranmer Group Services for July 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

The Leaning Tower of Orston 
There appears to be a silver lining to 
the recent rainclouds we’ve been 
experiencing – the hourly monitoring 
shows negligible movement over the 
past month. 
 

Churchyard Mowing 

Just a short explanation of what we’re 
trying to do with the churchyard 
mowing. You may notice that there are 
areas where the grass is left longer, 
interspersed with wild flowers. This is 
in line with best practice for  
 

 

maintaining a well-kept churchyard, 
but one which maintains and 
encourages insect and wildlife. With 
the massive decline in insect 
population over the past few decades, 
we are trying to do our small bit to 
encourage and sustain the biodiversity 
around the church.  
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel to contact myself 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 or 
Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

 Orston Aslockton  Hawksworth Thoroton Whatton 

7th  
Café Church 

10.45am 
  

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

14th  
Morning Praise 

10.45am 
 

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

 

21st  
Holy Communion 

10.45am 
  

Morning Praise 
10.45am 

28th 
Holy Communion 

10.15am 

Morning Praise 
Baptism 
10.45am 

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

  

Orston Walkers 
 
 

Tuesday 2
nd

 July 
A 5 mile circular walk through 

Flintham, Syerston and Sibthorpe, 
with their 13th century Churches 
and the Dovecote in Sibthorpe 

 

Dates for the following 2 walks: 
Tuesday 16th July 

and 
Tuesday 30th July  

 

We meet at 9.30am at Orston 
Village Hall Car Park for car 

sharing. 

For more information, please contact 
Pauline on 851379 or email 

paulinefaz@live.com. 

 

The Millennium Green is a great place to 
share with family and friends of all ages but 
I’ve been particularly amazed how the 
children of Orston Primary Forest School 
have incorporated themselves into their 
wild surroundings. 
 

6 and 7 year olds have an amazing 
imagination and you give them a doll or a 
car and its incredible the scenarios they can 
come up with. However if they are 
presented with a stick, well, the potential is 
limitless. Yes, I have seen gun and sword 
battles on a weekly basis but I have also 
seen sticks transformed into a scanner at 
the local ‘hospital’; for securing the tarp 
roof of a makeshift shelter; and a tool for 

mining diamonds beneath the bark of a 
rotten log. 
 

Den building was another area that I felt I 
knew all about – however, the structures - 
of different levels of sophistication - are 
truly inspiring. There is the aforementioned 
hospital; a café; a ninja combat base with 
it’s own time machine made from two 
hawthorn branches; and the Hollywood 
school from the Nativity films! 
 

Getting out into the wild opens up, not only 
possibilities, but our field of vision. Too 
much of our time is spent indoors looking 
into a screen – a common complaint I hear 
from other parents and grandparents. We 
start to develop a narrow perspective on 
the world. Spend some time outside and 
the eyesight becomes keener and we spot 
things that would normally go unnoticed- 

from the fleeting glimpse of a passing bird 
to the miniature world of the ant. 
 

Earlier in the month I was invited to join 
the 1st Bottesford Beavers to help them 
with their Environment badge - we had a 
great evening finding mini-beasts and 
collecting and identifying all the different 
leaves from the trees on the site – we 
finished the session off with a game of 
sticky wicket. 
 

All of these activities are free and are 
totally lead by the children – just take them 
down to The Millennium Green, stand back 
and see what magical world you are 
transported to! 
                                      Steve Grace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Bottesford Beavers would like to say 
thank you to Steve Grace from the MGT 
for spending a drizzly evening with them 
teaching them about the flora and fauna 
on green. 

Orston & Thoroton WI 
 

Skittles & Supper 
Wednesday 10th July, 7.30pm 
Royal Oak, East Bridgford 

'Garden Meeting 
Wednesday 14th August, 7.30pm 

Thoroton 

(Visitors welcome, by donation) 
More details on the village website 

Parish Council News 
Orston Parish Council would like to 
welcome Councillor Gerry McMahon 
as the newest member of our team. 
 

Trees for Free 
Residents in Rushcliffe can apply for up 
to two free trees using this online form 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
RushcliffeFreeTrees2019. 
 
Please note, the planting location for 
the trees must be in the Borough of 
Rushcliffe. 
 
All the trees are two years old and 
approximately 60-90cms (2 to 3 feet) 
high. 
The trees available this year are: Crab 
Apple (Malus sylvestris) - grows to 12m 
tall, with flowers in spring and fruit in 
autumn. It likes most damp but well 
drained soils, in full or partial sun. 
Rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) - grows to 
15m tall, with flowers in spring and red 
berries in autumn. It likes well drained 
loam or sandy soils, in full or partial 
sun. 

Trees will need to be collected from a 
distribution point to be confirmed on 
specified dates (to be arranged) in 
November. 
Orston Parish Council are encouraging 
as many villagers as possible to acquire 
these free trees as Will Gunn, our 
chairman, has once again excelled 
himself by making available a piece of 
land for the villagers  
free trees to be  
planted on,  
producing a copse  
for the villagers  
pleasure.  
 

Please contact  
Will Gunn on  
07860 272623  
for details. 
 

Organisations and schools are 
recommended to request trees from 
the Woodland Trust, please visit their 
free trees scheme website https://
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-
trees/free-trees/. Farmers and 
landowners can obtain trees from 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
plant-trees/large-scale/ 

Orston Harvest Club 
 

Members wanted for our over 60's 
Senior Citizen Club. We meet on the 
1st Monday of every month at the 
Methodist Chapel, 2.00 - 3.30pm. 

Phone Sylvia Wakefield 850699 for 
details . 

The Orston Walkers Invade Wales 

A change of venue this year saw 
nineteen members of the Orston 
Walking Group visit the Llangollen area 
of Wales in May. We were based at 
The Mulberry Inn situated in the tiny 
village of Llwynmawr in the  
beautiful Ceiriog Valley.  
The accommodation and  
food were excellent. 
 

Arriving on the Monday we 
were greeted to tea/coffee  
and homemade cakes. This  
set us up for a scenic walk  
in the valley before dinner. 
 

During the 4 days we  
completed four very different walks 
including the Llangollen history trail 
after which we had drinks in the 
sunshine on the outside decking of the 

 Corn Mill pub by the river. 
 

A ’straw poll’ suggested we should 
return to The Mulberry Inn again next 
year and explore a little more of this 
beautiful part of Wales. 

 

Robert Jenrick is coming to Orston 
to hold a mobile surgery 
21st August from 12.00 noon,  
on Orston Village Hall car park 

Scarrington Friends of 
Cancer Research UK 

Annual Ploughman’s Lunch 
Saturday 20th July 

12 noon 
Whatton Village Hall 

As always, there will be a cake stall, a 
raffle, and a bar. 

Tickets £10.00 available from 
Hilary Strasburger 850067, 

or Jean Purdy 851293. 

mailto:paulinefaz@live.com

