
 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Churchyard Treework 
We’ve had a large branch break off the 
sycamore tree at the Church Street/
The Green corner (glad somebody 
noticed, Simon!). We will be carrying 
out more tree work, particularly as the 
sycamore has a significant amount of 
decay in the trunk which may require it 
felling. As usual, we are indebted to 
Will Gunn for organising the 
dismantling of the very large branch 
overhanging the green…….. 
 

The Leaning Tower of Orston 
The tower remains at 3.2 degrees due 
to the wetter weather and we will 
continue to monitor the situation. 
The new Heritage Lottery Fund 
schemes appear now to be in place, so  

 
we are looking to put together a new 
bid over the next few months – any 
further offers of help will be greatly 
appreciated! 
 

Graveyard 
All of the gravestones now appear to 
be stable, but we will continue to 
monitor them. 
 

Recruitment of new vicar 

Shortlisting is due to take place on 
25th February with interviews on 18th 
March. 
 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel to contact myself 
Julian - 07846902453/01949 851598 or 
Jean Smeeton – 01949 850906. 

Orston Garden Club 
 

Welcomes Visitors and New 
Members 
We've got some cracking topics - 
even if you are not a particularly 
keen gardener there's something to 
interest everyone. 
                 go on give us a try!              
 

Wednesday February 20th 
7.30pm 
Alpines and Bulbs, 
from mountains to market 

Rob Potterton 
Wednesday March 20th 
7.30pm 
Woodland Gems 
Andrew Ward 
Orston Village Hall, 
The full programme is on 
www.orstonparish.co.uk and on 
www.orstonvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Great value membership fees - Single £20, 
Joint £35 (two people living at the same 
address)             Visitors £4 per meeting.  

Cranmer Group Services for February 

 Orston Aslockton  Hawksworth Thoroton Whatton 

3rd  
Café Church 

10.45am 
  

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

10th  
Morning Praise 

10.45am 
 

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

 

17th  
Holy Communion 

10.45am 
   

24th 
Holy Communion 

10.45am 
Morning Praise 

10.45am 
Holy Communion 

9.00am 
  

 

 

Sing for fun 
 

If you love to sing Orston Rocks 
Village Choir is for you. No singing 

experience is necessary, you do not 
need to read music and there is no 
audition. Simply turn up and join in. 

We are a friendly and welcoming 
group and we sing just for the joy of 

it.  
More details are available from  

Astrid Moules 850456
(astridmoules@yahoo.com).  

We meet every week during term 
time Thursday at 7.00pm in the 

Garden Room of the Durham Ox. 

£15 when paying for the whole term  
Or £4 weekly 

Unfortunately we had a poor turn out 
for the January Playgroup so we just 
wanted to remind everyone that we 
run it every 4th Wednesday of the 
month. Hopefully it was just the cold 
weather and winter illnesses keeping 
people away and normal attendance 
will resume in February. We have 
recently bought new toys and craft 
materials with funding from the Parish 
Council so we have lots to offer to new 
members if you know anyone 
interested please spread the word. 

 

RETOX III 
Dance! Dance! Dance! 

Orston Harvest Club 
 

Members wanted for our over 60's 
Senior Citizen Club. We meet on the 
1st Monday of every month at the 
Methodist Chapel, 2.00 - 3.30pm. 

Phone Sylvia Wakefield 850699 for 
details . 

Over eighty people  
turned up on January 19th  
to enjoy a night of premium French 
wines, excellent company, great 
music and fine cooking. Regardless of 
Brexit, the event continues the 
tradition of euro successes such as 
the German Wine Tasting Evening, 
the Scottish Burns Night and the 
Spanish Tapas Night. 
 

Many thanks once again to all those 
who do the “heavy lifting” to make  
these happenings work…including 
Jules Humpheson, Traci and Andrew 
Rossington, Jeanette Hoole, Wendy 
Richardson, and Elaine Parry to name 
but some… 
 

All suggestions for similar 
themed evenings gratefully 
accepted! 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who helped make this years 
Retox party a massive 
success!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve raised another £300 
towards the Millennium Green eco 
loo and the upkeep of the site - 
AND had a jolly good time whilst 
we were at it!  

French 
Evening 

Orston Spring Dash 
 

Orston Spring Dash 2019  
will be Sunday 12th May.  
As in previous years there  
will be a multi terrain 10k and and 2k 
fun run both starting and finishing at 
Orston school. This year the proceeds 
will be split between Orston School and 
a charity called Joseph’s Goal which 
funds research and raises awareness of 
a life limiting genetic disorder called 
NKH (www.josephsgoal.org). Online 
registration 
(www.orstonspringdash.co.uk) is now 
open. We would also be really glad to 
hear from anyone who would be 
prepared to marshal on the day of the 
run.  

 

 

The Orston Produce  
Show is ten years old this year and 
we want to make the show bigger 
and better than ever.  
We are incredibly grateful to our 
regular sponsors over the last nine 
years. Without their sponsorship 
the event couldn’t take place. This 
year we are seeking additional 
sponsors to support the Produce 
Show.  
So, If you are a business or an 
individual that wants to get behind 
this popular date in the Orston diary 
then please contact Ian for further 
details at carr-ian1@sky.com 
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