
 

 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Christmas 
Start off the Christmas celebrations by 
joining us for a traditional Carol Service on 
Sunday the 16th at 6.00pm – mince pies 
and mulled wine provided! 

Graveyard 
We have noticed that there are a few loose 
gravestones in the churchyard, caused by 
the unusually dry summer. Most of these 
are now stable after the rain has re-
expanded the shrunken clay soil, but there 
are a few ones still that are loose. We will 
be carrying out a survey in the next couple 
of weeks to identify all loose gravestones, 
with a view to stabilising them. Although 

they create a negligible risk, it is advisable 
not to let children play in the Graveyard. 

Remembrance Day 
A record number of people attended this 
much-appreciated service and I would like 
to say thank-you to all those who helped to 
set it up and who attended the service. 
Julian 

The Leaning Tower of Orston 
Following the Heritage Lottery Fund bid 
failure, we would like to enlist the help of 
the village in putting together another bid 
in the New Year. To this end, we would like 
to hold an initial meeting after the carol 
service on the 16th (in the Durham Ox) for 
anyone who feels they have skills and 
experience that would help the bid 

process. If you can’t make it then, please 
email me at juleshum@gmail.com, as we’ll 
be holding a meeting in January to plan out 
the process. 

I can report that the temporary sensors are 
working and showing that the tower is 
currently stable, listing 3 degrees to the 
West and 0.75 degrees to the North. We 
will continue to monitor the tower and 
also try to assess the effects of bell ringing 
in the near future. 

Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like to 
talk about with someone from the church, 
please feel to contact myself Julian - 
07846902453/01949 851598 or Jean 
Smeeton – 01949 850906 

Orston Garden Club 
 

Welcomes Visitors and New 
Members 
We've got some cracking topics - 
even if you are not a particularly 
keen gardener there's something to 
interest everyone. 
                 go on give us a try!              
 

Wednesday December 19th 
7.30pm 
The Drunken Gardener  
Doug Stewart  
Wednesday January 16th 
7.30pm 
Kew, Britain's Head Garden 
Stuart Dixon  
Orston Village Hall, 
The full programme is on 
www.orstonparish.co.uk and on 
www.orstonvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Great value membership fees - Single £20, 
Joint £35 (two people living at the same 
address)             Visitors £4 per meeting.  

Poppy Appeal 
 

Nicola Payne, Orston and District 
Poppy Appeal Organiser, would like to 
thank all those who helped with the 
collecting for this year's Poppy Appeal 
and to the generous donations 
received from our wonderful 
community. Our total currently stands 
at £7,062.00. We are the first district 
in Nottinghamshire to see an increase 
of more than 5%. Thank you Nicola!  
This year, for the first time, I have 
sold poppies for the British Legion in 
Orston. I was thrilled with the 
kindness and generosity of the 
residents that I met. Thank you.    
    Barbara Glossop (Thoroton)  

The wonderful display of outdoor 
poppies around the village has raised 
£240.00 this year, thank you Claire 
Grace. 
 

The pupils at Orston Primary School 
also produced a wonderful show of 
poppies they had made themselves, 
outside the entrance to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WW1 Centenary Poppies and Peace 
concert.  
Thank you to everyone that attended 
the concert 
The choir put on an excellent show 
and everyone enjoyed singing along. 
The evening raised a fantastic £962.77 
for the Poppy Appeal. Orston Walkers 

 

Tuesday 18th December  
Walk from Shelford through Radcliffe, 

good views from river path. 
Followed by xmas lunch at the 

Earl of Chesterfield pub in Shelford 
(must be pre-booked) 

 

2019 walks start from 

Tuesday 15th January 
with a circular walk in the Lowdham / 
Epperstone area. Approx 5 miles of 

easy walking, taking in 2 water mills on 
Dover Beck and an ancient Green 

Lane. 
 

New walkers are always welcome, 
whether you come along for one 
walk or join us on a regular basis.  

Most walks are 5-8 miles. 
 

We meet at 9.30am at Orston 
Village Hall Car Park for car 

sharing. 
 

For more information, please 
contact Pauline on 851379 or email 

paulinefaz@live.com. 

Parish Council News 

The 100th anniversary service this year 
saw the largest ever attendance in 
Orston, with over 360 people crowding in 
and around the church, and the collection 
raised over £900 for the British Legion. As 
ever, a poignant, moving event, with a  
pin-dropping silence to 
commemorate the 
fallen of all conflicts.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘We will remember them’ 

Le Rosbif 
 

Informal French 
Conversation Group 
Join us for an informal chat in 
French, all levels welcome - no 
charge, just buy a drink and join us! 
We usually meet on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month (Bingham - 
White Lion) and the 4th Wednesday 
of the month (Orston - Durham 
Ox), any time from 7.30pm 
onwards. 
For more details contact Fiona Winfield: 
01949 851602 or fmwinfield@aol.com  
See Facebook for upcoming events 
www.facebook.com/RosbifOrston/ 

Cranmer Group Services for December 

 Orston Aslockton  Scarrington Hawksworth Thoroton Whatton 

2nd  Café Church 
10.45am    Holy Communion 

9.00am 

9th  Morning Praise 
10.45am   Holy Communion 

9.00am  

13th     Carol Service 
7.00pm  

16th Carol Service 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion 
10.45am 

Carol Service 
6.00pm    

19th      Carol Service 
6.00pm 

20th   Carol Service 
7.30pm    

23rd Morning Praise 
10.45am  Holy Communion 

9.00am    

24th Carol Service 
4.00pm    Midnight Mass 

11.30pm 
Pageant 
6.15pm 

25th  Christmas Celebration 
11.00am  Holy Communion 

9.00am   

30th      Holy Communion 
10.45am 

 
It was another great year for the  
Orston Playground Association event 
on 10th November 2018. We would 
like to give a big THANK YOU to all 
those who attended this year. We 
really appreciate your support. 
The event would not happen without 
the generosity of volunteers, so a 
huge thank you to everyone who 
helped out. 
We are responsible for maintaining 
the village playground within the 
grounds of Orston School and this 
year’s profit of £1,520.00 will make a 
huge difference to the upkeep of the 
playground.  

 

On Sunday 26th November a party of keen 
trustees and volunteers met at the Millennium 
Green to give the willow arch a Christmas trim 
and clear some scrub that had grown through 
Gibson’s Bridge. We braved the drizzle and had a 
lively debate on Classical music and jazz! 

We also moved some large fallen branches so 
that the Orston Primary Forest School could 
continue with their den building! 

The Forest School is still in it’s first year but the 
sessions are developing some key life skills and 
an appreciation of the environment and wildlife 
of the area. Last week’s session saw the group 
boiling a kettle on their own fire to make hot 
chocolate! 

Please can dog walkers be extra vigilant and pick 
up their dog’s poo on the green as this job ends 
up being left to the team of volunteer teaching 
assistants. 

The next work party is scheduled for Saturday 
January 12th from 10am-12pm. Contact Steve 
Grace for more details- 07779029961 or steve-
grace@outlook.com 

It is ze 

French Evening 
at Orston Village Hall 

19th January 2019, 7.30pm 
with wine, food and music  
Tickets £15 including food. 
Contact Nick 851442, Julian 851598 or 
Jeanette 850317. 
 

Maybe the last chance before 

the big divorce to enjoy 

an entente cordiale!! 

mailto:paulinefaz@live.com

