
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th November 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs Will Gunn, N Hammond, T Benton, S Lockwood, S Creedy, C Grace, A Holmes 
 
In attendance:  5 members of the public, the clerk 
       
1. Apologies: Cllr S County Cllr Purdue-Horan; Borough Cllr Bailey.  
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. Minutes of the October 2018 meeting: The minutes were accepted (with amendments to the list of 

attendees/absentees), as a correct record and were signed by the chairman of the meeting.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and noted. 
 
The 30mph speed sign lying down on Mill Lane is being attended to by Highways; no update on the 
schedule for the ‘slow’ marking on Spa Lane or the installation of an interactive sign on Station Road.  
 
The chairman and clerk had met with NCC transport officers and the chairman of Aslockton Parish 
Council to represent local views regarding the future of bus number 822. 
 
5. Public Meeting 
 
Several members of the public attended to give their views and hear discussion regarding planning 
application 18/02558/OUT so item seven on the agenda was brought forward by the chairman.  
 
Cllr Hammond confirmed that three residents had objected to date using the RBC website – more 
contributions were expected.  
 
Mr Julian Humpheson, owner of Poppy Cottage, summarised his objections:  
 

The bridle way has been described as an adopted highway. This is not the case, as otherwise NCC would 

be responsible for the upkeep. 

 

Two properties, Poppy Cottage and Muffins Gap have been described as being accessed from Moor Lane. 

This is incorrect, since they both are accessed from Lombard Street: Moor Lane begins after the entrance 

to Poppy Cottage. 
 

Statement of Truth registered with the Land Registry re the Right of Way: the three claims were misleading 

and untruthful said Mr Humpheson: 

 

• That the land was accessed by foot and vehicle. The right to access is by foot and horse as it is a 

bridleway: the previous paddock owner only accessed the land on foot.  

• That the land is accessible through the piece of land before the existing gateway; a thicket, ditch, 

hedgerow and fence prevent access. 

• That the field was accessed up to the point of sale; after his second horse died, (12 months 

previously) the owner no longer accessed the field, evidenced by the state of disrepair of the fences 

and the general disrepair.  

 
Cllr Hammond summed up the material planning considerations should OPC decide to object to the 
application.  



6. Correspondence received and noted 
 
Emails had been circulated when received and OPC noted extra items of information.  
 

7. Planning  
 
18/02558/OUT Erection of detached dwelling and associated access arrangements (all matters 
except access reserved) on land west of Muffins Gap, Lombard Street, Orston. Orston councillors 
voted unanimously to object to this application. Cllr Hammond to respond via the RBC planning portal.  
 
Planning decisions received from RBC were noted.  
 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
Clerk’s November salary (to be paid by standing order 7th December)   £268.84 
 
It was decided in principle that Cllr Gunn should be reimbursed for expenses relating to the creation of a 
memorial bench out of the NCC awarded fund money – finance item next meeting.  

 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 
Orston playground 
 
OPC forming a sub-committee has to be put on pause. Cllr Hammond had met with the school head- 
Teacher who would like to see a different arrangement re public access to play equipment in the light  
of recent security issues – any plan has to be agreed by the school governors. OPC resolved that the 
chairman of the council would write to the head teacher to express concern: all agreed that public 
access to a playground on the site should continue. Cllr Holmes reported that regarding the lease 
between NCC and the parish council – which would need to be renegotiated – NCC have not yet  
allocated a surveyor. The head-teacher can give notice of three months to cancel the original lease 
agreement. 
 
The area on Loughbon where the road crosses over the dyke/proposed war memorial 
 
Cllr Gunn reported that he felt that dealing with the overhanging tree was a big job and also that a lot 
more could be done with this bit of land in future. It was agreed that the clerk would contact RBC to 
check it was okay to fell the tree as it is in the conservation area. OPC agreed that the area at the side 
could be the home for a village (as opposed to church) war memorial; the newly created 
commemorative bench currently outside the church door; a planter and block paving. The remaining 
funds from the money allocated for the new bench could be used to fund the war memorial and there is 
left over money in the amenities budget as not very much mowing was required this year. Cllr Holmes 
proposed to involve local children via Orston Primary in designs for a plaque: all agreed that was a 
good idea and OPC could also ask for donations to the project.   
 
Christmas pageant:  
 
Cllr Hammond reported that plans were being made and he was dealing with risk assessment/road 
closure issues.  
 
10. Councillors Reports 
 

 

Cllr Lockwood 
 
Read out the content so far for the December bulletin and clarified some points – all agreed by OPC; 
extra content to be supplied asap especially photos.  
 



Thanks to Mrs Helen Pritchett who has been printing the bulletin recently and will be printing the 
December edition too. The 22nd Dec will be the deadline for the January edition and it will get printed 
by Cllr Lockwood between Christmas and New Year.  
 

Cllr Holmes 

 

Reported regarding Geocache: there are some locations listed already; it was pointed out that Mr John 

Johnstone is interested so Cllr Holmes said she will contact him. The Millennium Green would be a 

great location for children to do this activity – a mini circuit on a village event day.  

 

Cllr Creedy 

 

Pantomime went well though the sound wasn’t quite right. OPC to send a thank you to Karen and 
friends from OPC (action: the clerk).  
 
May be able to help with providing block paving for the area on Loughbon as discussed earlier.  
 
Cllr Benton 
 
Felt that the parade on Remembrance Sunday was disorganised – for example not all people were 
present who should have been and the dais wasn’t used (all agreed it could be used in future).  
 
Reported that the pot holes on Mill Lane were getting worse. Action: the clerk to contact the clerk of 
Flawborough and both to lobby Highways about the issue.  
 
Cllr Grace 
 
Expressed thanks to Cllr Gunn for all his efforts preparing for Remembrance Sunday and said that it 
was a lovely morning/service.  
 
Although not present herself she’d heard that whilst the travel up to the bonfire via the fields was well 
organised it was less so for going home so people ended up going the road way. OPC resolved that 
next year they could make the going up and returning routes more obvious e.g. with better lighting. It 
was also noted that using the field was not very suitable for parents with pushchairs.  
 
Cllr Gunn  
 
Recent village events had passed off well. 
 
Asked for agreement re the Christmas Tree on the Green: expenditure signed off as usual and 
although the lights should still be working Cllr Gunn can replace any if needed at OPC’s expense. 
 
The flags around the village will be taken down now Remembrance Sunday has passed.  
 
Expressed congratulations to the WI on their 90th anniversary: the clerk was asked to send a card from 
the parish council.  
 
11. Agenda items next time:  

 

Update on the preparation for the Christmas Eve Pageant 

 

12. Next meeting: 6pm on Wednesday 19th December 2018 at Orston Methodist Chapel, Chapel 
Street.  
 
The November meeting closed at 20.13  


