
 St Mary’s Church News 
 

Christmas Carol Service 
The carol service went well and was 
appreciated by all (especially the mince 
pies and mulled wine!). Yet again, 
thank you to everyone who helped set 
up the church for Christmas and who 
provided the mulled wine and mince 
pies. The village would be a much 
poorer place without the help we get 
from the usual culprits….. 
The Leaning Tower of Orston 
Following our call for help, we have 
received two, albeit very valuable, 
additions of help to put a new bid 
together, but if anyone else has 
experience of bidding for Heritage 
Lottery Funding, structural engineering, 
archaeology, or anything else they feel 
might help us, please contact me at 
juleshum@gmail.com. The tower 
appears to have stabilised at 3.2 
degrees to the West and 0.75 degrees 
to the North, following the rain we’ve 
had. We expect this to be the case until 
we have dry weather next year, when it 
will probably continue to lean further. 
Unless we obtain funding to resolve the 

issue, at some point it will become 
unsafe and we will have no option but 
to close the church. 
Recruitment of new vicar 
We will be advertising in January with 
interviews taking place in late 
February/March. 
Pastoral Care 
If there’s anything that you would like 
to talk about with someone from the 
church, please feel to contact 
myself Julian - 
07846902453/01949 851598 or 
Jean Smeeton – 
01949 850906 

Orston Garden Club 
 

Welcomes Visitors and New 
Members 
We've got some cracking topics - 
even if you are not a particularly 
keen gardener there's something to 
interest everyone. 
                 go on give us a try!              
 

Wednesday January 16th 
7.30pm 
Kew, Britain's Head Garden 
Stuart Dixon  
Wednesday February 20th 
7.30pm 
Alpines and Bulbs, 
from mountains to market 

Rob Potterton 
Orston Village Hall, 
The full programme is on 
www.orstonparish.co.uk and on 
www.orstonvillagehall.co.uk. 
 

Great value membership fees - Single £20, 
Joint £35 (two people living at the same 
address)             Visitors £4 per meeting.  

 

Thank you to Tom and Suzy from The Hall for their kind donation of logs for the 
Millennium Green. The logs had initially been requested by Orston Primary 
Forest School so that the pupils had an ad hoc seating area for use over the 
winter months.  
The logs were collected by the 
trustees and dropped off for the 
children who employed problem 
solving skills and team work to 
site the logs in their final 
location. This was all led by the 
pupils - it was amazing to 
watch! 
The logs can also be used by 
anyone who wants to take a 
break or have a picnic whilst 
enjoying their time at the green. 

Just to remind everyone that the next work party will be on  
Saturday 12th January 2019 – 10.00am-12.00pm.  
There will be some light clearing/maintenance work (weather appropriate) but 
mainly it will be a good chance to blow the cobwebs away after the Festive 
period!    Contact Steve Grace 07779029961 for more details. 

Cranmer Group Services for January 

 Orston Aslockton  Hawksworth Thoroton Whatton 

6th  
Café Church 

10.45am 
  

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

13th    
Holy Communion 

9.00am 
 

20th  
Holy Communion 

10.45am 
   

27th 
Morning Praise  

& Baptism 
10.45am 

Morning Praise 
10.45am 

Holy Communion 
9.00am 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In the warm up to Christmas, the 
Village Hall was once 
again packed to see 
M&M’s production of 
“Pinocchio” on Sunday 
25th November. The pantomime 
has now become an established 
part of our community’s run up to 
Christmas, and big thanks are 
owed to Karen Lee and her friends 
for all the work that goes into 
organizing and running the event. 
Next year’s date and show will be 
advertised when agreed.  
Thank you, Karen and Friends 

PINOCCHIO 

                             The event was a great 
                  hit with everyone and 
we will receive a generous donation 
towards the church tower fund. A big 
thank you to everyone who helped to 
turn the church into a great venue for 
the concert and who then put it back 
to normal again! 

 
 
 
 
 

Once again the Orston Christmas Eve 
Pageant drew hundreds of people, 
both visitors and villagers who walked 
in carol singing procession from the 
Village Hall to St Marys Church, where 
the events surrounding the birth of 
Jesus were re-enacted. In keeping with 
long standing tradition, the Roman 
soldiers were roundly hissed and 
booed, which they took with 
historically inaccurate equanimity, and 
the crowd was treated to a beautifully 
sung “Magnificat” by Inca Wilkinson. 
The angels shimmered and glimmered 
in the lamplight, and the 
three wise men looked 
……wise 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to all those cast 
members who performed in the  
variety of robes and uniforms that 
make the spectacle such a visual treat, 
and particular thanks to Will Gunn, our 
own “ Mr Fixit” who works so hard 
behind the scenes to get everything 
right on the night. Also a big thank you 
to the Reverend Robert Breckles for 
stepping in and leading the Pageant 
service. 

Orston Pageant 

Carols at the Durham Ox 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sing for fun 
 

If you love to sing Orston Rocks Village 
Choir is for you. No singing experience 
is necessary, you do not need to read 
music and there is no audition. Simply 

turn up and join in. 
We are a friendly and welcoming group 

and we sing just for the joy of it.  
More details are available from  

Astrid Moules 850456
(astridmoules@yahoo.com).  

We meet every week during term 
time Thursday at 7.00pm in the 

Garden Room of the Durham Ox. 

£15 when paying for the whole term  
Or £4 weekly 

Parish Council News 
A big thank you to all the Bulletin 
team for their help distributing the 
Bulletin throughout the year. 
 

Volunteers needed! 
We are holding another clear up of 
the North end of the stink dyke, 
so blow the cobwebs away 
and come to help us please.  
 

We are meeting at the  
little bridge on  
Loughbon on 

Sunday 6th January, 10.00am. 

mailto:juleshum@gmail.com

