
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th September 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs Will Gunn, N Hammond, S Lockwood, S Creedy, C Grace, A Holmes 
 
In attendance: 5 members of the public, County Cllr Purdue-Horan, the clerk 
       
1. Apologies: Cllr Benton. 
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. Minutes of the August 2018 meeting: The interactive sign to be installed is to be on Station Road 

not Hill Road. Otherwise the minutes were accepted as a correct record and were signed by the 

chairman of the meeting.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and noted. 
 
Cllr Benton had attended the RBC Town and Parish Conference on Friday 21st September – he will 
report next meeting. 
 
The clerk was asked to request the free bags of grit this year (Highways Winter Assistance). 
 
RBC Tree Scheme for Parishes: Cllr Hammond applied for ten trees to be planted on the site of a 
planned ‘forest school’ (for pupils of Orston Primary) on Mr W Gunn’s land. Individual households can 
apply for up to two trees – that scheme to be advertised to residents.  
 

Highways: No news on the schedule for the Spa Lane ‘slow’ marking; Smite Lane: the issue with the 
reflectors has been chased up by the clerk – Mr Jim Freeman is on the case.  

 
5. Public Meeting 
 
Cllr Purdue-Horan commented that the interactive sign is to be installed by the end of the year – the 
clerk passed round details received earlier in the day to the parish councillors. 
 
Cllr Purdue-Horan informed OPC that NCC was looking at becoming a unitary authority. 
 
Mr and Mrs Andrew Hounslow wished to comment on one of the planning applications – Cllr Gunn said 
the meeting would hear what they had to say when the item was reached.  
 
Mr John Lockwood reported that the working party held on Saturday 22nd Sept to tidy the area around 
the pits (Moor Lane) and the dyke where it runs through the village had been successful. There were 
seven volunteers including three parish councillors; two other residents will be clearing the northern 
end of the dyke in the days to come. Mr Lockwood thanked Cllr Gunn for his efforts. Mr Lockwood felt 
very disappointed in the turn-out.  
 
Mr Lockwood said that as he was unable to help Cllr Gunn with the annual bonfire this year, resident 
Mr Chris Payne had offered to do so: Cllr Gunn said that would be much appreciated.  
 

 
6. Correspondence received 
 
OPC noted items of information to be publicised via the notice-board.  
 
There had been an email from NCC re the review in July 2019 of the number 822 bus service 



expressing interest in the views of villagers along the route. Agenda item next meeting.  
 

7. Planning  

 
18/01955/FUL Single storey rear extension, The Cottage, Lombard Street, Orston: no objection 

 
18/01828/COU Change of use from mixed A1 (retail) and D2 (assembly + leisure) to A3 (café), 
with associated outdoor seating areas. Retrospective). SixtyTwo The Old Post Office, Loughbon: 
 

• Standing orders were suspended so that Mr and Mrs Hounslow could describe how this change 
of use has impacted them (because the application is retrospective they have already had 
months to experience inconvenience caused by noise coming from the new seating area at the 
back of the café and smells carrying through open windows and doors.  

 

• It was noted by all that noise from the back area is going to heard only when the weather is 
good enough to sit out in. It was also noted that SixtyTwo opens only during the working day i.e. 
not anti-social hours - and is closed Sundays and Mondays.   

 

• OPC discussed the application and voted unanimously not to object. OPC decided to 
comment that because the neighbours to the business were inconvenienced as above planning 
should be granted on condition that better screening be installed in the back outside area to 
block out some of the noise and an efficient system of ventilation be installed in the kitchen.   

 
No notices of planning decisions had been received from RBC.   
 
The invite to contribute to the Rushcliffe Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule 
Consultation was noted.  
 
The clerk had been notified on 26th September of application 18/02102/FUL single storey rear 
extension to Alnwick, Lombard St. RBC planners had agreed that OPC can respond to this on 1st 
November after the next parish council meeting.  
 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
September salary (to be paid by standing order 7th October)     £268.84 
Office Expenses – stationery, stamps        £21.13 
Mowing            £102.00 
British Legion Poppy Appeal          £90.00 
  
Proposer to all of the above Cllr Gunn, Seconder Cllr Hammond 
 
The statement of accounts up to the 31st August was approved.  
Proposer Cllr Gunn, seconder Cllr Hammond 

 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 
The closure of several registration offices proposed by NCC: Cllr Purdue-Horan said this item had 
been withdrawn from the October NCC Communities Committee agenda. There may be some sort of 
consultation in the next few weeks but it was resolved that the clerk should write in on behalf of OPC to 
object to the proposal. The letter will be addressed to Cllr John Cottee who is the chairman of the 
relevant committee. 
 
Behaviour of cyclists passing through Orston: Cllr Gunn suggested that OPC make road-side 
signs saying something like ‘we welcome polite cyclists who respect the highway code’. OPC thought 
this could be looked into. It was agreed that it is during races; and when cyclists ride in large groups; 
that villagers notice poor behaviour. Cllr Grace offered to write to race organisers next year to highlight 



the issues and ask them to encourage improvement.  
 
Community engagement: This item was prompted by Cllr Benton who expressed, prior to the 
meeting, that he was disappointed at the poor turn-out for the working party held on 22nd September. It 
was agreed that a note should go in the bulletin to thank the participants and to say that more 
volunteers would be appreciated next time. Councillors present agreed that generally in Orston there is 
a lot of community engagement – examples mentioned were the support of villagers for the Millennium 
Green Trust working parties and for the screening of the Last Night of the Proms at the church.  
 
10. Councillors Reports 
 

 

Cllr Grace 

 

Had brought with her one of the six Great War Silhouettes: these will be placed on chairs or benches 
around the village. A note in the bulletin will inform villagers of this and that poppies are again for sale 
to be displayed around the village (£5 each all of which will go to the RBL Poppy Appeal).  
 
Proposed that an award similar to the Awesome Orston Award made to pupils at Orston Primary 
school could be introduced for residents to encourage and recognise efforts within the community. 
Councillors recalled a community award had been given one year – with villagers asked to nominate 
people. Future agenda item.  
 
Cllr Hammond 
 
Had completed an event management plan and risk assessment for the parade on Remembrance 
Sunday. Writing up a traffic management plan is underway. He is working on all this with local PC 
Walters. There will be advance notice of proceedings in the October bulletin.  
 
Cllr Holmes 
 
Talked about an ‘orienteering by phone’ activity called ‘geocaching’ where participants look for 
containers called geocaches or caches at specific marked locations. Councillors were interested in 
encouraging this around the village. Cllr Holmes will find out more and report back at a future meeting.  
 
Gave apologies for the October meeting. 
 
Cllr Lockwood 
 
The October bulletin nearly ready– additional material from councillors to be sent in next day.  
 
A revision of OPC’s Emergency Plan has been done – to be circulated. It will need further updating as 
councillors create their new email addresses.  
 
Cllr Lockwood has been making notes of where www.orstonparish.co.uk needs updating – a lot of 
information is out of date. She will start to work on this in due course.  
 
The OPC A3 laminator will need a temporary home for a few weeks: Cllr Grace offered to house it and 
make it available for village groups that needed to use it.  
 
If A3 printing is required by the parish council or villager groups, it can be done by Mrs Helen Pritchett, 
who will be printing the November and December bulletins, at a reasonable cost.  
 
Gave apologies for the October and November meetings.  
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
Orston Produce Show was very well attended and a successful event. She felt that one of the 

http://www.orstonparish.co.uk/


categories for children needed breaking down into two age groups rather than one. She will make the 
suggestion to the committee chairman Mr Rob Gibson along with other ideas from OPC - a tombola 
rather than a raffle next time; a school governor should speak at the event to congratulate the pupils 
on their efforts in future.   
 
Had joined the dyke/pits working party and commented that perhaps the reason for a lack of interest 
might have been that potential volunteers didn’t really know what to expect so it was daunting for 
some.  
 
11. Agenda items next time:  

 

Christmas events  

Local bus services 

 

12. Next meeting: 7pm on Wednesday 31st October 2018 at Orston Village Hall.  
The September meeting closed at 20.40 


