
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th July 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs Will Gunn, N Hammond, T Benton, S Creedy 
 
In attendance: 1 member of the public, Borough Cllr S Bailey, the clerk 
       
1. Apologies: Cllrs S Lockwood and C Grace 
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. Minutes of the June 2018 meeting: accepted as a correct record; signed by the chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and noted. Updates, including details of the RBC Town and Parish 
Conference and a planning seminar, were noted.  
 
Cllr Gunn said that three volunteers had come forward, two of whom live in Chapel Garth backing on to 
the dyke, to clear the latter where the water course runs through the village. Mr Tony Hawkins had 
already offered to dispose of any debris cleared. Cllrs Benton and Creedy to help too. Cllr Gunn to 
confirm a date - late August/early September – to do the work. He will look into the cost of hiring a mini 
digger and consult with councillors as to whether to do so.  
 
Flawborough Farms have volunteered to produce a plan of local landownership and parish boundaries 
– in progress. OPC will be able to make use of this as a reference document in future.  
 
5. Public Meeting 
 
Cllr Bailey:  
 

• the amount of grass cutting around the borough has been reduced but this isn’t a problem at 
the moment and is hardly noticeable due to the dry weather.  

 

• RBC have been awarded another accolade – recognition of the council being successful 
commercially.   

 
Village Hall Trust Chairman Julian Humpheson reported that Wifi is now available in the village hall. 
 
As one of the churchwardens, Mr Humpheson circulated copies of a presentation concerning how the 
church can be seen to be an asset to the community and become more so. He said that: 
 

• the recent survey which had gone out with the bulletin had generated several responses. 
Interest was expressed in some cases for more ‘family friendly’ services. The PCC will be 
looking at the issues raised.  

 

• it would be appreciated if Orston Parish Council could write a letter in support of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund application made by the PPC of St Mary’s to raise money for the repair of the 
church tower; an historic interpretation of the church and village; creation of a venue for 
community activities and provision of disabled access. OPC agreed; the clerk to action.  
 

• future plans included addressing the need for disabled parking and access.  
 
6. Correspondence received 
 
Items included invites to a RBC planning seminar; RBC’s next town and parish conference; a service 



to commemorate the centenary of the end of WWI; take part in a consultation on SSSIs and the bye-
laws applying to these sites.  
 
Correspondence from residents:  
 
Concern about the new gate on Moor Lane being left open: Cllr Gunn confirmed that this was only 
temporary while farmers needed access to the fields off the lane.  

 

Requesting a ‘no through road’ sign for Church Street. A letter had been received prior to the 
meeting from a resident of Church Street asking if OPC would support this idea. There were no 
objections raised and the clerk was asked to advise the resident to Highways herself and also send a 
note to one of the Highways officers to express OPC’s view on the matter.  

 

Requests for more action from OPC regarding dog excrement: Cllr Creedy has been in contact 
with RBC over this issue – the telephone number for reporting incidences is to be put in the bulletin 
and Cllr Creedy/Cllr Gunn are soon to be updating the notices relating to fines. An idea may be to 
make the Millennium Green a ‘designated area’ where dog fouling is not allowed – more discussion 
needed.  
 

7. Planning  
 
18/01431/REM Erection of one dwelling (application for approval of matters reserved under planning 
application 16/00631/OUT), land at Yew Tree Farm, Lombard Street. No objections from OPC 
 
18/01424/FUL Build wooden stables on concrete base with concrete grooming/loading area at the 
front; to construct a menage area (resubmission). Land east of Mill Lane. No objections from OPC 
To note planning decisions of which the parish council has received notice: none.  
 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
July salary (to be paid by standing order 7th August)      £268.84 
Orston Little Ones Playgroup – grant        £100.00 
Reimburse S Lockwood for purchase of cabinet keys     £20.00 
Reimburse W Gunn for phone box related purchases     £77.00 
Mowing           Postponed 
Mower petrol           Postponed  
 
The clerk’s quarterly Work from Home Allowance payment made by standing order on 7th July of 
£40.25 was ratified.  

    
Proposer to all of the above Cllr Gunn, Seconder Cllr Hammond 
 
Statement of Accounts up to the 29th June was approved.  
Proposer Cllr Gunn, seconder Cllr Hammond.  

 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 
RBC newly launched tree scheme for parishes and individual households: Cllr Gunn proposed 
that the ten available trees should go on a piece of his land which is to be used as ‘forest school’ by 
Orston Primary. All agreed: Cllr Hammond took the application form and will liaise with the head-
teacher.  
 
GDPR compliance: It was agreed that all councillors should fill out a compliance checklist to add to 
the audit file and the clerk will look into creating councillor specific email addresses linked to 
orstonparishcouncil@outlook.com 
 



Footpaths: Cllr Benton didn’t have anything new to report this month.  

 

Using the speed-gun on the day of the Outlaw Cycle Race – contacting the organisers to ask 
for respectful behaviour from the participants. Cllr Gunn had been in touch with the organisers – 
this will be mentioned in the bulletin. The speed-gun will not be used. 

 
Co-option of a new parish councillor to fill the vacancy: 
 
The period for applying to be a councillor has ended. There are three very good candidates who will be 
invited to a second interview to take place before the next meeting – as many councillors as can be 
arranged will attend. The co-option will take place on 29th August 2018.   
 
10. Councillors Reports 
 

 
Cllr Grace (via email) 

 
Lamp post poppy order was submitted – Nicola Payne will be in contact with the clerk re payment. 
 
An application made to the covenant fund for five Great War Silhouettes – no news as yet.  
 
Following his complaint to the Outlaw event organisers after the last event; resident Mr Liam Quegan 
was offered a donation to go to a local cause – he has pledged this to the Millennium Green Trust.  
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
A resident had asked if the Welcome to New Residents Evening might be held in the church in future - 
to introduce people to the building and facility. OPC felt that the pub was the best venue to hold the 
annual event but Cllr Benton could mention the church when he takes the welcome packs to new 
residents and let the church wardens know when new people move in to the village.  
 
Cllr Lockwood (via Cllr Creedy) 
 
Requested that August bulletin material be sent through to her within the next day or so.  
 
Had purchased ink for the parish council printer: reimbursement to be a finance item in August.  
 
Cllr Hammond 
 
Mr Mike Philipson, soon to be going to the Arras fields, had wanted to know if anyone in Orston had 
lost a relative in WWI: Mrs Jean Smeeton had responded saying her uncle had died in the conflict. Cllr 
Gunn suggested that Mr Philipson could carry a small wreath to lay on behalf of OPC and villagers. 
OPC agreed to finance the cost of a small wreath: Cllr Hammond to action.  
 
Offered to work with Councillor Grace and colleagues on the Millennium Green Trust to submit a 
request to Cllr Bailey for support from her councillor fund to support the compost loo project at the 
Millennium Green - a project of which OPC are in favour. 
 
Cllr Benton 
 
Noted that potholes along High Street and part of Launder Street had been dealt with.  
 
Had reported to Highways the need for additional reflectors along Smite Lane.  
 
Playground Association: 
 

• Cllr Benton had not been able to attend their recent meeting but had been asked to let 
OPC know the date of this year’s bonfire fund-raiser: Saturday 10th November.  



 

• Association members had been to see how things work in Kinoulton where the 
arrangements are similar to here in Orston: they found that the primary school worked 
closely with the association there e.g. regarding regular inspections.  
 

• Orston Playground Association would like to welcome new members. 
 
Cllr Gunn 
 
Well done to all involved with the Millennium Green Summer Camp-out.  All councillors agreed it 
was a great success.  
 
11. Agenda items next time: co-option of a parish councillor 

 

12. Next meeting: 7pm on Wednesday 29th August 2018 at Orston Village Hall.  
 
The July meeting closed at 20.36 


