
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th June 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs N Hammond (chaired the meeting in Cllr Gunn’s absence), S Creedy, S Lockwood, C 
Grace 
 
In attendance: 1 member of the public; County Cllr F Purdue-Horan; the clerk 
       
1. Apologies: Cllrs W Gunn and T Benton; Borough Cllr S Bailey 
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. Minutes of the May 2018 meeting: accepted as a correct record; signed by the chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and updates noted.  
 
Cllr Benton had raised by email the matter of the reflectors on Smite Lane – the clerk will advise 
Highways that replacements are required. Cllr Benton has reported to Metropolitan Housing that the 
grass on Chapel Garth needs cutting.  
 
A date, hopefully within the next couple of weeks, is to be set for nearby house-holders and other 
volunteers to clear the dyke where the water course runs through the village. Cllr Benton and Cllr 
Creedy to participate together with Cllr Gunn who is organising the activity.  
 
5. Public Meeting 
 

Cllr Purdue-Horan: 
 
The installation of two interactive speed signs on Hill Road, Orston, has been included in the Highways 
2019 capital works programme.  
 
Pothole filling has been done on High Street, Orston. 
 
Mr John Lockwood: 
 
A complaint has been made against the Durham Ox landlord – unfairly in the view of Mr Lockwood; 
and he would like to ask villagers to show support for the landlord and the pub. OPC agreed a petition 
could be distributed to house-holds with the bulletin. Mr Lockwood said the comments and signatures 
would be passed on to Star Pubs and Bars; and to the borough council.  
 
6. Correspondence received 
 
A summary of correspondence received during the month was noted. Items included a thank you letter 
following the recent Welcome to New Residents Evening and a letter from our MP asking for views on 
whether the Vale of Belvoir should be designated an Area of Outstanding Beauty. 
 

7. Planning  
 
18/01201/FUL and 18/01202/LBC. The Gables, Hill Road, Orston 
Conversion of existing garage to form separate dwelling, with single storey extension, new parking 
spaces and new access:  
 

• No objections but it was agreed Cllr Hammond would comment for OPC that anyone living at a 
new dwelling on that site would need to be aware that the nearby village hall has evening 
events and is licensed until 12am.  



 
Planning decisions – no notices in paper copy received.   
 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
June clerk’s salary (to be paid by standing order 7th July)     £268.84 
ROSPA playground inspection        £109.20 
KUBE technology – IT repair         £25.00 
The Durham Ox – Welcome to New Residents Evening     £118.00 
Mowing           £127.50 
Mower petrol           £28.12   
 
The following payments were ratified (made last month but not on the May agenda)  
 

Reimbursement to Cllr Lockwood for the purchase of a laminator £27.99 (to be owned and insured by 
OPC) plus pouches £9.95 = £37.94 
Reimbursement to Cllr Lockwood for the purchase of A3 paper £36.90 
Reimbursement to Cllr Lockwood for the purchase of the royal wedding event prizes £74.31 
 
Proposer to all of the above Cllr Hammond, Seconder Cllr Grace  
 
Statement of Accounts up to the 1st June was approved.  
Proposer Cllr Hammond, seconder Cllr Grace.  

 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 
Co-option of a new parish councillor to fill the vacancy: 
 
Cllr Hammond, Cllr Benton and Cllr Grace will informally interview the candidates before the next 
meeting so as to be able to make a recommendation to the full council on 25th July. 
 
RBC newly launched tree scheme for parishes and households: 
 
This agenda item was deferred to the next meeting for discussion to include Cllr Gunn.  
 
Grant request from Orston Playgroup: 
 
OPC resolved to give a grant of £100 from this year’s budget to the playgroup – this will be a finance 
item on the next agenda. Cllr Hammond to write to the group to inform the group organisers and 
also to let them know that in December they can apply for support for 2018-19 financial year.  
 
 

10. Councillors Reports 
 

 
Cllr Grace 

 

Had been in contact with the British Legion local organiser:  

 

• orders for the lamp-post poppies can be made from now. Cllr Grace kept the ones purchased 

last year so these can go up again and OPC agreed to fund a further thirty poppies (to be 

bought at £3 each but sold to villagers for £5 each so more money is raised).  

 

• there is to be an evening concert tying in with the commemoration of the end of the first world 

war on 2nd November at Orston Village Hall. 100 tickets to be sold – councillors agreed this 



should be promoted locally and could effectively be the parish event proposed a couple of 

meetings ago.  

 
Residents had commented to Cllr Grace that the church-yard is looking very untidy and not being well 

looked after. It was noted that there has been a change of contractor this year and that the church-

wardens are aware of the issues.  

 

The footpath between Orston and Thoroton had not been fully cut – the clerk to inform the Rights of 
Way officer.  
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
Had noticed over-hanging trees and hedges – note to go in the bulletin to encourage householders to 
prune.  
 
Asked Cllr Purdue-Horan for an update on the proposed new recycling site near the A46. No further 
progress to report said the councillor – some sites had been rejected as too near to houses.  
 
Had heard positive feedback re the Welcome to New Residents Evening. 
 
Cllr Lockwood 
 
Summarised the July bulletin content. It was agreed Cllr Hammond would supply copy re the recent 
very successful Spanish Evening run by the Village Hall Committee. 
 
Asked if OPC would be happy with the Millennium Green Trust using the laminator – all agreed that 
was fine and the trust could supply pouches.  
 
Had purchased a lock and key for filing cabinet she and John Lockwood have given to the parish 
council for the storage of records. Reimbursement to be a finance item in July.  
 
Cllr Hammond 
 
Offered to replace/renovate the other two parts of the finger post on the Green which have not been 
refurbished – The Durham Ox finger has been replaced by the pub landlord. 
 
Offered to work with Councillor Grace to submit a request to Cllr Purdue-Horan for support from 
his councillor fund to support the compost loo project at the Millennium Green - a project costing 
up to £10,000 of which OPC are in favour. Councillor Purdue-Horan had suggested £500 may be 
available to support the project. 
 
11. Agenda items next time: co-option of a new councillor; the RBC parish tree scheme; footpaths 

 

12. Next meeting: Wednesday 25th July 2018 at Orston Village Hall at 7pm.  


