
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th March 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn (Chair), N Hammond (Vice-chair), T Benton, S Creedy, S Lockwood, R Gibson, 
C Grace. 
 
In attendance: 3 members of the public; Mrs M Sharratt – clerk 

       
1. Apologies: Borough Cllr S Bailey; County Cllr F Purdue-Horan 
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. February 28th 2018 minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and updates on ongoing issues were noted by councillors.  
 
Village event to mark the royal wedding on May 19th 2018:  
 

• Cllr Grace has designed an invite for a celebration at the church, on Church Street and at The 
Durham Ox. An invite will be delivered with the April bulletin to every household. She accepted 
the best quote for printing on OPC’s behalf.  

 

• Road closure request, risk assessments and insurance matters are being dealt with.  
 

• Meeting for volunteers to be held in The Durham Ox on Wednesday 11th April: S & J Lockwood; 
P & S Davidson cannot attend the meeting but offer their support. 

 

Plan of land ownership within and near to the parish: Cllr Gunn asked his father, a former parish and 
borough councillor, to undertake the task. Flawborough Farms will have some input. In progress.  
 
Incidents of dog fouling in public areas (and private gardens) continue to be noted. Cllr Creedy has 
met RBC officer Deanna Hunt to discuss measures to help to ensure this happens less.  
 
The village litter pick planned to be part of the ‘Great Spring Clean Up’ on the first weekend of March 
was postponed to the second week of March in the end because of adverse weather conditions. 
 

5. Public Meeting 
 

Mrs Sam Littlefair & Mrs Jen Etherington attended the meeting to talk about the success of the new 
play group and ask for some help to keep it thriving.  
 

• There is a need for storage space for equipment – the village hall committee say space at the 
village hall is limited.  

 

• Cllr Hammond requested an email summary of the group’s vision and requirements.  
 

• Cllr Hammond: some aspects of the playgroup’s activities may be insured by Orston Village 
Hall Trust: he will check this. Parents attend with their children so this is more straight-forward 
for the risk assessment/CRB but a disclaimer should be signed by every parent.  
 

• Cllr Gunn explained that OPC had just completed a process of inviting grant requests in order 
to set a budget for the financial year 1st April 2018 – 31st March 2019. However, there is still a 
limited amount of funds to support ad-hoc requests throughout the year. The play group needs 
to be duly constituted -  and as such the group could also apply for support from the village’s 
RBC and NCC representatives. 



 
Mr John Lockwood offered to clear out the cavity under the village hall stage to make extra space.  
 
6. Correspondence received 
 
A summary of correspondence received during the month was noted; items of information distributed.  
 

7. Planning 
 
Come to a view on a full application for an earlier outline application: 
 

• 18/00493/FUL to erect a new dwelling at Green Lane Farm, Longhedge Lane, Orston, in 
connection with poultry business. No objection. 

 
Planning permissions to note from the last few weeks: 
 

18/00010/FUL Build wooden stables on land east of Mill Lane, Orston. 
18/00155/TPO Tree work at Woodlands, Church Street 
 
Cllr Grace had noticed that day that the Planning Inspectorate had approved the revised application to 
build new dwelling on land west of Poppy Cottage.  
 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
March salary (to be paid by standing order 7th April)      £250.90 
CPRE – Best Kept Village – entry fee to be paid by B/T in April    £5.00 
Reimburse B Clarke for new neighbourhood watch cards ordered from Vistaprint  £55.18 
 
A payment to Mr D Standard £11.00 (village website costs) agreed last meeting was ratified.  
 
A payment to Cllr C Grace to reimburse her £24.00 plus VAT was authorised to be paid during April: to be 
ratified on April 25th (printing of the invites to the royal wedding celebration).  
 
An agreement re the Working From Home Allowance for the Clerk for 2017-18 was approved.  
 
Proposer to all of the above Cllr Gunn, Seconder Cllr Hammond.  

 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 

• Service provided by Yourbus – complaint from resident received. It was decided that the 
complaint related to a day when weather conditions were poor and that generally the service 
was acceptable. No action to be taken.  

 

• 2018 ‘welcome to new residents’ evening. It was decided to hold the event on a Wednesday in 
June. Cllr Benton to ask for a written quote from the landlord of The Durham Ox for the council 
to approve at the next parish council meeting.  
 

• Introduction of the GDPR May 2018: Cllr Hammond said OPC were compliant; he and the clerk 
were noting the guidance in implementation of the new law to further advise the council. 

 

10. Councillors Reports 
 
Cllr Gibson 
 
Reported that the girls football team was going strong – with around 20 girls under age 9 on the books. 
A county association representative had visited to watch a game. The association will match fund 



OPC’s grant and also fund some equipment. In addition, the club has applied for further funding for the 
squad. The club is moving on to create a team for girls between 7 and 9 years old. Parents have been 
asked to help with the sessions and a young trainer from Mapperley will be replacing Mrs R Gibson 
who has coached the girls hitherto.  
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
Had found a prize ‘Orston Festival’ silver rose bowl: it was agreed by all present that Cllr Creedy would 
clean it up so it could be used as a trophy for the Orston Produce Show.  
 

Cllr Lockwood 
 
Summarised the April bulletin content and asked that any additional material be sent to her as soon as 
possible. Cllr Lockwood suggested there be a monthly feature news/gardening advice from Orston 
Produce Show and Orston Garden Club: OPC not in agreement at the moment – to be revisited.  
 
Cllr Grace 
 
Will join the Orston Primary School children 3rd May for a traffic awareness activity - wearing 
something bright for walking.  
 
Was to run an informal Easter egg hunt at the Millennium Green, advertised by word of mouth only this 
year. She hopes this will be something the Millennium Green Trust will organise from next year. 
 
Regarding placing the commemoration bench in church grounds: Cllr Grace to contact the PCC. 
 
Cllr Benton 
 
Went to the opening of the new shelter at the Elton Girl Guiding site. He passed on OPC’s best 
wishes.  
 

Suggested that OPC contacts Streetwise to ask for the remains of a pile of branches immediately 
beside the village side of the Smite bridge. The clerk will call Streetwise.  

 

Has been in discussion with village historian Mr Paul Barnes: details of the WW1 veterans referred to 
on the war memorial inside the church will be available nearer to November.  

 

Reported that following agreement last meeting; the gate at the Lombard Street end of FP 4 had been 
taken off: so far it seems a replacement is not required. 

 
Cllr Hammond 
 

Thanked Cllr Gunn for clearing foliage from around the grit-store on the edge of The Green. 

 

Cllr Gunn 

 

The postponed litter-pick was well attended and the rubbish collected was taken away by Streetwise 

as promised. The Millennium Green Trust held a working party too the same weekend.  

 

Mr Meegan has bought land off Lordship which has created problems with public access. Cllr Gunn will 

email Mr Hatchett on the county Rights of Way team.  

 

11. Next agenda items: GPDR to be a standing item; installation of the WWI commemorative bench. 

12. Next meeting: Wednesday 25th April 2018 at Orston Village Hall at 7pm. 


