
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th February 2018 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn (Chair), N Hammond (Vice-chair), T Benton, S Creedy, S Lockwood, R Gibson, C Grace 
 
In attendance: County Cllr F Purdue-Horan; the clerk Mrs M Sharratt 

       
1. Apologies: Borough Cllr Bailey 
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal interest in the agenda items: None 

 
3. 31st January 2018 minutes were accepted as a correct record and signed by the chairman.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received and updates on ongoing issues were noted by councillors.  
 
It was decided that Cllr Lockwood would contact the girl guide camp organisers to see if they would like their 
new shelter opening publicised in the bulletin.  
 
Following contact from NHW co-ordinator Mr Bob Clarke; it was resolved that OPC would pay out of NHW 
allocated funds for the printing of cards listing up-to-date useful telephone numbers and contact details – these 
will be distributed with the bulletin in due course.  
 
Defibrillator training has been organised following a request from the WI, parish councillors and residents.  
 

5. Public Meeting 
 
Cllr Purdue-Horan reported that NCC had approved their budget for 2018-19 including a 2% ring fenced 
increase to fund adult social care. The new household waste site will go ahead – a site nearer to Orston than 
either West Bridgford or Newark. Although there has been more money earmarked for road maintenance in the 
county there is still a lack of resources and the Highways team have to prioritise – but matters raised by Orston 
residents and OPC are being dealt with. 
 
Mr John Lockwood noted: 
 

• the increase of incidents of dog mess being left in public places around the village. OPC has had 
recently received several complaints about irresponsible dog owners. The clerk reported that she had 
been in touch with RBC. Officer Deanna Hunt will meet councillors to look at the siting of dog poo bins 
and stickers are available for litter bins - as these too can be used for the disposal of bagged up dog 
excrement. The RBC team will be sending out the dog warden (who has the power to fine) as frequently 
as resources allow over the next few weeks. There will be an article in the March bulletin – Cllr 
Hammond to action.  

 

• the poor state of the road surface and verges along Mill Lane.  

 
6. Correspondence received 
 
A summary of correspondence received during the month was read out and noted - items of information were 
distributed. A consultation on crime in the waste sector was noted but no further action to be taken. An offer for a 
talk from Metropolitan’s Connect Service is not to be followed up nor the information passed on.  
 
Cllr Gunn can visit the Elton Girl Guiding site on Sunday 18th March between 11am and 3pm to see the new 
shelter. Cllr Benton to attend the opening ceremony at 1.30pm on Saturday 17th March. The clerk will reply on 
OPC’s behalf to the invite.  
 
Invite to enter the Best Kept Village Competition 2018. OPC agreed to pay the entry fee for Orston. Cllr Grace 
had contacted Orston Garden Club, the Millennium Green Trust and the school asking for everyone to collect 
reports and photos of their efforts to help the village look pretty and tidy. The clerk suggested also contacting the 
PCC. An article to go in the bulletin to request support from residents generally. Cllr Hammond offered to take to 



the village hall committee the idea of displaying a collage of BKV activity on the village hall notice-board.  
 
Cllr Benton had been studying the draft RBC car parking strategy – electronic copy forwarded to councillors and 
paper copy being circulated.  

 
7. Planning 
 
Planning permissions to note from the last few weeks: 
 
17/02894/FUL and 17/02895/LBC Conversion of existing garage to form offices with single storey 
extension, new parking spaces, removal of existing trees – garage adjacent to The Gables, Hill Road, 
Orston.  
 
18/00028/CONARE Fell whitebeam and reduce yew by 1-2m at The Gables. 
 
17/02915/ADV Replace existing signage, The Durham Ox, Church Street, Orston.  
 
17/02833/FUL Single storey rear extension, 1 The Green, Orston.  

 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council: 
 
February’s clerk salary (to be paid by standing order 7th March)     £250.90 
 
Not on the agenda, to be ratified next time: reimburse Mr D Standard £11.00 website domain costs – OPC 
authorised the clerk to make the payment.  

 
January and February statements of accounts were approved; signed by Cllrs Gunn and Grace. 
 
9. Matters for Consideration 
 
Village litter pick planned to be part of the ‘Great Spring Clean Up’ first weekend of March. Cllr Gunn to lead and 
Cllr Creedy offered to be on The Green 10am Saturday 3rd to start the litter pick off. Risk assessment on file.  

 
Policies on safeguarding and diversity in relation to volunteering for the parish council were approved. These will 
be reviewed every year.  
 
Village event celebrating the royal wedding on May 19th 2018:  
 

• Cllr Grace is designing an invite to be delivered to every household. She will seek quotes for printing.  

• Cllr Gunn will be providing a projector and P.A. system to broadcast the service in the church 

• Bring and Share with marquees and the pub to shelter in if bad weather for a village get-together on 
Church Street. Road closure request, risk assessments and insurance obligations noted.  

• Meeting for volunteers to be held in The Durham Ox on 11th April  

 
10. Councillors Reports 
 
Cllr Gibson 
 
Reported that he has become Chairman of Orston Produce Show and he thanked OPC for the 
decision to help financially support the 2018 show.  
 
Asked if - for audit purposes - there should be a follow-up to the decisions made regarding the grants 
the OPC had decided to make in financial year 2018-19. It was agreed by OPC that all 
groups/committees who have been allocated funds will be invited to send a representative to speak at 
the Annual Parish Meeting in May - or provide a brief written report which could be read out at the 
meeting.  
 
 



Cllr Creedy 
 
Was keeping an eye on surface water levels at the bottom of High Street and the level of the dyke – no 
flooding though levels are high. 
 
Cllr Lockwood 
 
Wanted to report an incident of fly-tipping on the stretch of Longhedge Lane between Mr Breedon’s 
place and Bottesford. Unsure as to whether the location is in Rushcliffe borough or Melton district. It 
was decided that it would be useful for councillors to have access to a plan of the parish, borough and 
county boundaries: the clerk to action.  
 
Summarised bulletin content and asked that any additional material be sent to her as soon as possible.  
 
Cllr Grace 
 
Informed councillors who didn’t know already that a new group had been launched – a group for mums 
and toddlers. Details to be supplied to Cllr Benton for the welcome pack and the Cllr Lockwood to 
include in the list of regular meetings in the bulletin.  
 
Suggested that a plan of land ownership within and near to the parish would be very useful for OPC. 
Cllr Gunn to ask his father - a former parish and borough councillor - to undertake this project.  
 
Raised the matter of where to place the commemoration bench. Councillors felt that the bench might 
be best situated in the church-yard – before this idea can be taken further the first course of action to 
take is to contact the PCC. Cllr Grace to contact Mr Jules Humpheson.  
 
Cllr Benton 
 
Faulty gate at the Lombard St end of FP 4 – Cllr Benton reported this to the Rights of Way Officer. The 
gate is being stored at Cllr Benton’s home. OPC agreed to try not having a gate (replacement would 
only partly be funded by NCC).  

Cllr Benton had written to Bingham Town Council to protest against the decisions of one of the traffic 
wardens – the reply he received says an investigation is underway.  

 
Cllr Hammond 
 

• Suggested that the county councillor/borough councillor funds could be applied to on behalf of 

the Millennium Green Trust for help towards consultancy on projects going forward. County Cllr 

Purdue-Horan recommended an application to his fund after the 1st April. Cllr Hammond will 

contact Cllr Bailey.  

 

• The OPC plans to celebrate the royal wedding day and commemorate the centenary of the end 

of WWI are supported by the Millennium Green Trust 

 

• Orston Village Hall Committee thank OPC for the grant awarded to them for the financial year 

2018-19. 

 

• As representative of OPC at meetings of the PCC; Cllr Hammond reported that the PCC are 

considering applying for heritage lottery funding to put towards the cost of stabilising the church 

tower. The PCC are looking for alternative sources of funding to help keep the church a 

community venue and reach out to more residents.  

 



Cllr Gunn 

 

As snow warden he will fill up grit bins and cut back bushes near them. Has also been hedge cutting 

around the village. 

 

11. Next agenda items: none proposed as yet. 

 

12. Next meeting: Wednesday 28th March 2018 at Orston Village Hall at 7pm. 


