
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th December 2017 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn (Chairman), N Hammond (Vice-chairman), S Creedy, R Gibson, C Grace 
 
In attendance: Borough Cllr S Bailey; Mrs M Sharratt (clerk) 
       
1. Apologies: accepted from Cllrs T Benton and S Lockwood. Cllr Gibson reported that County Cllr F 
Purdue-Horan would not be attending.  
  
2. Declarations of pecuniary and personal Interest: Cllr Hammond declared an interest in planning 
application 17/02833/FUL as he is a neighbour to the applicant.  
 
3. Minutes from the 29th November meeting of Orston Parish Council were accepted as a correct 

record and signed by the chairman with an addition to item 12 - OPC will write to the clerk accordingly.  

 
4. Matters arising 
 
The clerk's report was received by councillors.  
 
OPC agreed there would be a need for a safeguarding policy if the council was to encourage minors to 
volunteer for the parish council in activities around the village and at events. The insurance company 
will need to be consulted. Cllr Creedy and the clerk had made some enquiries about the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme. Agenda item in 2018.  
 
OPC had been briefed by the clerk following the training event held at the end of November to which 
she was delegated to attend. This concerned compliance with existing regulations on data protection 
and freedom of information; and how the council needs to be aware of, and compliant with, the 
requirements of changes in legislation next year.  
 
5. Public Meeting 
 
Resident Mr Nick Hammond said he supported planning application 17/02833/FUL.  
 
Cllr Bailey reported that a resident of Chapel Street had contacted her about an issue she had had 
with her housing provider. Cllr Bailey was able to assist and the problem has been dealt with.  
 
6. Correspondence received 
 
Residents Mr Stewart Davidson and Mr Julian Humpheson had been in touch with Cllr Gunn regarding 
the notice a couple of days prior to the parish council meeting that a planning appeal 17/00532/FUL 
(RBC ref); APP/P3040/W/17/3187630 (Planning Inspectorate ref) had been made. Additional item 
under Planning – see below.  
 
Items of information were distributed.  
 
7. Planning 
 

17/02833/FUL 1 The Green, Orston -  single storey rear extension. Cllr Hammond did not 
participate in the discussion or vote. No objections.  
 
17/02915/ADV The Durham Ox, Church Street, Orston – replace existing signage with various 
fascia signage + illumination. The RBC conservation officer had made comments with which OPC 
concurred e.g. regarding the nature of the shutters; but OPC did not object to the application.  

17/02894/FUL + 17/02895/LBC Garage Adjacent to The Gables Hill Road Orston. No objections.  



OPC noted that RBC did not propose to make a Tree Preservation Order in the case of felling a 
weeping willow at Yew Tree Farm, Lombard Street, Orston.   
 

Additional planning matter:  
 

17/00532/FUL (RBC ref); APP/P3040/W/17/3187630 (Planning Inspectorate ref)  
 
Not a published agenda item as the notice only came in a couple of days prior to the 20th December. 
With there being a time limit for a response; the council discussed whether any change in comment, or 
any further comment, was needed. OPC agreed to stand by the council’s original objections.  
 
Cllr Hammond will reply to the residents who had contacted OPC about the appeal.  

 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council:  
   
Clerk's December’s salary (to be paid by standing order 7th January)    £250.90 
Christmas Tree           £80.00 
 
The clerk was authorised to pay the tree supplier when the invoice arrived (on its way) - the paperwork to 
Be signed off at the next meeting.  

     
The November statement of accounts was approved and signed by Cllr Gunn and Cllr Hammond. 
 
9. Matters for Consideration 

 
Precept setting process for 2018-19 - analysis of payments during the year to date:  
 
Councillors have been provided with a breakdown of expenses this year so far. To better understand,  
especially in the case of the new councillors, the areas where costs have changed, the clerk was 
requested by Cllr Gibson to do a year on year comparison on the year before – he offered to do that 
analysis if she didn’t have time to do so. The ledger and all finance documents for the past 
three years had been brought to the meeting but it was decided that there would be more time to 
examine the figures on the 24th January 2018.  
 
Applications for funding from OPC in the next financial year have been received by the clerk either 
electronically or in paper form. All to be circulated in advance to councillors early January.  
 
NCC’s Local Improvement Scheme 2018-2021:  
 
Community groups or parish councils, with the support of the county councillor, are invited to 
apply for a grant to support a project. There are two types of grant – revenue or capital funding. The 
clerk has paper copies of the advice notes for anyone who prefers to read them like than rather than 
online. Although ‘match-funding’ is asked for this may not have to be in a financial sense. The deadline 
for applying has been extended so there is little more time to make an application. Cllr Creedy will 
pass the information on to Cllr Lockwood for inclusion in the bulletin. Cllr Hammond will liaise with 
village groups.   

 
10. Councillors Reports 
 
Cllr Gibson 
 
Reported that he had had a response to his request in last month’s bulletin for more volunteers to help 
with the Orston Produce Show. He asked OPC if he could complete the grant form for parish council 
funding on behalf of OPS as an OPS committee member as well as parish councillor. The council felt 
he could – most Orston councillors belong to groups who may be applying for parish council support. 
The clerk suggested it would be advisable, in each case, to declare an interest and sit out that part of 



the discussion at the precept setting meeting.  
 
Had been designing an appraisal process for the council’s employee – providing the clerk with a form 
by way of preparing for an appraisal meeting on 15th January and some additional documents she may 
find useful to work through voluntarily in her own time. Cllrs Gunn, Hammond and Gibson to confirm a 
time for the meeting with the clerk. 
 
Cllr Grace 
 
Had applied for the Community Commemoration Fund on OPC’s behalf. Up to £300 could be awarded. 
OPC would like to install a bench marking the centenary of the end of the Great War.  
 
Said that the Christmas themed phone box was looking great and getting more and more publicity. 
 
Had contacted the local organiser of the Best Kept Village Competition to ask for hints and tips on how 
Orston can do even better in future competitions. She suggested that she starts a scrap book of how 
Orston looks throughout the year which could be made available for the judges to see when they visit 
in the summer. It would also be a great historical record of village life. All agreed this was a good idea. 
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
Has been collecting the January bulletin content to pass to Cllr Lockwood. She summarised the list of 
articles so far. The clerk passed on an article Cllr Benton had given to her re the Orston Golf Society – 
he hoped this would make the January edition.  
 
Cllr Benton (via a note to the clerk) 
 
Had been pleased to attend the meeting arranged by NCC’s Mr Chris Ward to review the Your Bus 
service with resident Mr Davidson and the clerk. There was a good turnout and all present were 
grateful that a replacement service had been found. Usage of the service is increasing, although not 
yet up to the level of the previous Villager 2. The company is currently trying to recruit more drivers. 
Your Bus and NCC noted the points raised by the village representatives at the meeting.  
 
Cllr Hammond 
 
Was focused on getting ready for the pageant to be held on Christmas Eve. All on track.  
 

Cllr Gunn 

 
Busy with the pageant and keen to proceed with planning events to be held in 2018: Cllr Gunn 
suggested a royal wedding party; and both he, Cllr Grace and other councillors said they were in 
favour of a commemoration event of the end of the 1918 war.  
 

11. January 31st 2018 agenda items: youth volunteering; event planning 

 

12. Next meeting: Precept Setting Meeting at Orston Village Hall on Wednesday 24th January 

2018 at 7pm. 


