
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th October 2017 

 
Present: Cllrs W Gunn (chairman), N Hammond, T Benton, S Lockwood, S Creedy, R Gibson, C Grace 

 
In attendance: County Cllr F Purdue-Horan, Mrs M Sharratt (clerk), 1 member of the public  
       
1. Apologies accepted: Cllr S Bailey 
  
2. Declarations of Pecuniary and Personal Interest: None 
 
3. Minutes from the 27th September meeting of Orston Parish Council were accepted as a correct 
record - with an addition under Finance reflecting the decision for Cllr Gibson to be an additional bank 
signatory - and signed by the chairman.  
 
4. Matters Arising 

 
 

The clerk's report was received by councillors.  

 
5. Public Meeting 
 
Cllr Purdue-Horan reported that at the last full council meeting of NCC, a motion was carried: NCC 
oppose the government’s decision not to electrify the Midland Mainline rail route after all.  
 
In answer to Cllr Benton’s enquiry some weeks ago; Cllr Purdue-Horan had found out that the screens 
of the kind seen at bus stops in Bingham cannot be used by Your Bus vehicles as the latter do not 
have the necessary technology.  
 
Cllr Benton raised with the county councillor the recent one-day closure of Smite Lane. He felt a 
closure was unnecessary for the amount and type of work completed; not all the kerbs were repaired; 
and it was very inconvenient with traffic having to be diverted. Cllr Hammond added that it seems 
areas of attention can be flagged up but then ignored – he asked who audits the jobs undertaken by, or 
on behalf of, VIAEM? OPC asked Cllr Purdue-Horan to raise the points made this evening with the 
Highways team once the long-awaited resurfacing of Lombard Street has been completed.  
 
Mr John Lockwood commented that mink can cause devastation to habitats; the animal is a predator 
and needs to be kept out of the River Smite (possible sightings of mink reported by Cllr Grace last 
meeting). Cllr Grace had informed the local branch of the Wildlife Trust. Cllr Creedy offered to phone 
RBC for advice.  
 
It was agreed that Cllr Gunn and Mr Lockwood will remove large branches in the Smite and the ponds.  
 
6. Correspondence received: 

 

 

Cllr Gunn had received a reply to his communication with the Nottinghamshire Chief Constable and 
Police and Crime Commissioner indicating OPC’s support of keeping the Newark Custody Suite open. 
 
A letter from Mr Robert Jenrick MP reported that a debate had been held in the House of Commons 
about how to tackle illegal traveller encampments. A consultation is planned which will lead to 
‘formulation of a new strategy’. With several incidents in his constituency this summer, the MP is 
hopeful parish councils will wish to contribute to the consultation.  
 
A reminder that if seasonal decorations are to be on or overhanging the public highway, a licence is 
required.  
 
Sales material relating to street furniture had been received and was available for circulation.  
 



7. Planning 
 

OPC decided not to submit a view as a parish council upon the Rushcliffe Local Plan Consultation 
(Part 2). There is a link on the parish council pages of the village website and information on the 
parish council notice-board – all borough residents are welcome to comment.  

 
OPC did not wish to respond via NALC to a DCLG Consultation on Planning for New Homes. 

 
OPC noted planning permissions granted by RBC:  
 
17/01838/OUT Erection of rural workers dwelling in connection with poultry business. 
17/00180/CONARE Fell spruce at Poppy Cottage, Lombard Street 
17/00155/CONARE Tree pruning at Laburnum Cottage, Mill Lane 

 
Also noted was an enquiry from a resident on Loughbon where he was advised by Mr Tom Petitt at 
RBC that he could fell a tree in his rear garden because it was damaging a wall shared with neighbours 
– this is considered to be an ‘actionable nuisance’ e.g. a tree preservation order would not normally be 
made in this sort of case.  

 
8. Finance 
 
Payments authorised by the council:  
 
Clerk's October’s salary (to be paid by standing order 7th November)    £209.08 
Notts ALC – data legislation changes training (half the cost, APC have paid the other half) £15.00 
Supply of spring bulbs          £59.99 
The Poppy Appeal – lamp-post poppies        £15.00 
 
OPC authorised the payment of £31.20 to reimburse S & J Lockwood for purchasing paper for the p c 
printer (as not on the meeting agenda this action will be ratified next meeting).  
 
OPC ratified the quarterly payment of the working from home allowance (paid by standing order on 
7th October) - £35.00  
 

The September statement of accounts was approved and signed by Cllr Gunn and Cllr Grace. 
 
Dealing with grant requests ahead of budget setting for 2018/19: a process was agreed by OPC.  
Detail to be available on the parish council notice-board and pages of the village website.  
 
Cllr Gunn proposed that the clerk be paid for six hours a week instead of five to more accurately 
reflect the demands of the role. OPC agreed this could come into effect next month.   
 
        
 

9. Matters for Consideration 
 

 

Traffic/parking/congestion in the village: 
 

Cllr Grace had prepared a letter addressed to the families of the children who attend Orston Primary to be 
sent out on behalf of OPC via the head-teacher Mrs Jennings. OPC agreed the wording and this course of 
action. Cllr Grace is to meet teacher Mr Nick Matthews and the school council to come up with an action 
plan for a ‘road safety week’ (‘Brake’) in November.  
 
The clerk offered to collect the old speed-gun kit - available for any of the five villages to use - from Cllr 
Auckland in Aslockton to be passed to Cllr Grace. This can help in the monitoring of the speeds drivers travel 
at in and around Orston; and be an education tool for use with the school children.  

 

The village website, social media and communications: 
 

Cllr Lockwood offered to help with the maintaining of the village website – to keep the content up to date. 
She has editor Mr David Standard’s contact details to discuss this with him.  
 



It was noted that there is an effective village Facebook page so there is no need for an OPC one. 
 

It was decided that Cllr Hammond would prepare an article to go in the bulletin asking for interested 
residents to contact the new generic parish council email address if they wish to receive news from OPC.  

 
10. Councillors Reports 
 
Cllr Creedy 
 
Recalled that the leaves on the Smite Lane walkway became a safety hazard last year – action to clear 
the leaves sooner this year would be helpful: Cllr Gunn said he would clear the leaves himself asap.  
 
 

Cllr Lockwood 
 
Mrs Pauline Ryan has resigned as bulletin editor. OPC is grateful to Mrs Ryan for her efforts over the 
past couple of years: the clerk will write her a thank-you card. Cllr Lockwood to take on the editor role.  
 
Cllr Lockwood listed the November bulletin content – extra items from councillors need to be with her 
by the 27th so the bulletin can be finalised, checked and printed over the weekend.  
 
Cllr Lockwood said that she would not be able to attend the December OPC meeting or print the 
January bulletin – although she will be able to put the edition together. Cllr Grace offered to house the 
parish council printer from mid-December and she will print the January bulletin.  
 
 
 

Cllr Benton 
 
Commented that as noted in the clerk’s report the sign-post on Mill Lane/Longhedge Lane was still in 
need of replacement – the works order was raised some weeks ago now the clerk confirmed.  
 
The Playground Association still needs more members. He would like next year for another councillor 
to be in the association as he has been involved for fourteen years or so now so would prefer to pass it 
on to someone else. Tickets are on sale for the annual bonfire fund-raiser.  
 
Attended a meeting of the Cranmer Group of Churches: the process of appointing a new vicar and 
what the local church community would like to see in the future were discussed.  
 
Cllr Grace 
 
Had been fund-raising for The British Legion’s Poppy Appeal – ordering lamp-post poppies and asking 
residents to donate £5 per poppy to the appeal. OPC agreed that with advance notice next year the 
effort could be increased next year (the poppies from 2017 can be re-used and extra ones obtained).  
 
Mr Phil Marshall is stepping down as British Legion contact: Ms Nicola Payne will take on the role.  
 

 

Cllr Hammond 
 
As treasurer and secretary of the Orston Village Hall Trust, Cllr Hammond has been preparing for the 
AGM which is to be held on the first Wednesday of November. He reported that the accounts have 
broken even; that £6,000 has been spent - on for example decorating, the defibrillator purchase and 
£16,000 remains in the reserves. Cllr Hammond and Mr Jules Humpheson as village hall committee 
members will be organising the annual pageant which starts from the Village Hall on Christmas Eve. 
 
It was resolved last month that Cllr Hammond would undertake recorded weekly inspections of Orston 
Playground. Cllr Hammond had completed inspections for the past three weeks and emailed 
the records to the clerk for the parish council’s files. The Playground Association have agreed to be part of 
a rota to take on the inspections going forward.  
 
 

 
 



Cllr Gibson 
 
Reported that he had been revising the clerk’s contract of employment – he will update it further to 
reflect the new hours – for approval by the whole council next month.  
 
Feels that between meetings there should be more communication between parish councillors e.g. 
updates on the actions undertaken by councillors at the meetings and follow up on issues raised. 
 

Cllr Gunn 

 

Cllr Gunn will lead a working party on The Green on Saturday 11th Nov the day before the 

Remembrance Sunday service (this year to be held at St Mary’s, Orston) to ensure The Green looks 

smart for the occasion. 
 

Cllr Gunn will organise a working party – Sunday 5th November a suggestion – to plant the spring 

bulbs purchased by OPC.  
 

Suggested a venue for OPC’s Christmas meal. Friday 8th December seemed to be the best date for 

everyone. All agreed Cllr Gunn could make the restaurant booking; Cllr Grace to book a mini-bus. As 

always, all attendees pay for themselves.  
 
 

11. Agenda items in November: Approval of the clerk/RFO’s contract/job description.  

 

12. Next meeting: At the village hall on Wednesday 29th November 2017 at 7pm. 

 


