
ORSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2016 

 
Present     Cllrs S Oates, T Benton, S Creedy, S Davidson, W Gunn, N Hammond, P Henson 
 
In attendance:  Cllr A Pell, Cllr F Purdue-Horan, Clerk Mrs M Sharratt; 5 members of the public  
       
1. Apologies: none.  
  
2. Declarations of Interest: none.  
 
3. Minutes from the last meeting were accepted as a correct record + signed by the chairman.  
 
4. Matters Arising 
 
The clerk's update was received by councillors.  
 
Spending the new reserve for equipment:  
 

It was agreed that a parish council owned printer would be purchased to use in printing the bulletin 
and meeting documents. This will be housed at the home of Cllr Oates. Cllr Davidson offered to 
help look for a machine which will give the best value.  
 

Poor light at night at the corner of Church Street and Loughbon - an overhanging lime tree 
in the garden of the property on the corner:  
 

To assist the current owner, parish council volunteers cut the tree back the last time it was getting 
out of control. OPC agreed the incoming householder should have the tree pruned regularly – the 
responsibility lies with the property owner. The clerk will put a compliment slip through the door of 
the new owner to make sure they are aware of this.  
 
Highways: Station Road: an inspection has been done but no works order raised.  

CICLA training: Mrs Sharratt advised the council that with their agreement, and that of Aslockton 
Parish Council, she would undertake this training in 2017. OPC resolved to support their clerk.  

5. Public Meeting 
 
Cllr Purdue-Horan reported that the deficit of the county council means that there is not going to 
be a surplus of money in NCC's budget any time soon. 
 
Local HGV business owner Mr Bob Farrell attended to explain company policy on the routes 
drivers take and generally discuss traffic matters with OPC: 

 A copy of the November bulletin article explaining to residents the nature of the weight 
restrictions and what is permitted in terms of HGV movements locally will be sent to him by 
the clerk.  

 Mr Farrell has received phone calls complaining about his vehicles travelling through the 
villages. He said they are on legitimate business – online shopping so home deliveries mean 
there are more vehicles on the road. Farrells deliver to all NG postcodes. Mr Farrell 
encourages drivers to avoid villages (many drivers are village residents themselves so 
understand) but sometimes it does happen – temporary drivers who do not know the area, 
poor sat nav instructions etc.   



 A further bulletin article to emphasise what Farrells do to try to minimise disruption.  

 The new link road south of Newark may eventually mean that more HGV drivers generally 
will be bypassing Orston going north to quickly connect up to the major road network.   

6. Correspondence 
 

 Bridleway near Oscar Bridge – OPC do not object to a small change in the route. 
 

 Literature from a trade stand at the NALC AGM + an email from the chairman of Shelton 
Parish Meeting: OPC feel there should be some research into purchase of mobile interactive 
signs to be shared by villages; and perhaps the old speed-gun can be sold/recycled. Parish 
meetings which do not raise a precept could request support from Cllr Purdue-Horan's 
county councillor fund if they wishes to participate in a shared sign scheme. 

 
 Annual Report of Nottinghamshire Association of Local Councils for the information of OPC.  

 
 Update on personnel changes + the expansion of rural broadband from NCC. A subject to be 

covered in the bulletin in the new year it was agreed.  
 

 Letter from a company selling software for storing/retrieving parish council data. Cllr 
Davidson took this to read through.  

 
7. Planning 
 
16/02880/OUT Residential development (outline) – erection of one two-storey dwelling; land south 
west of pumping station Chapel Street, Orston. Objection from OPC – in the 2010 Conservation 
Area document it was specified that this land should be kept undeveloped; the proposal would not 
enhance or preserve the Conservation area in any way.   
 
16/02030/FUL Proposed stables, Manor Farm, Hill Road, Orston. More information available. 
Whether or not there is land next to the stables irrelevant. OPC continue to object to this 
application as it is inappropriate development which does not preserve or enhance the 
conservation area. 
 
The Haven, Elton Parish. A 'certificate of lawfulness' has been requested so that The Haven can 
accommodate homeless individuals needing support. The Elton Parish Meeting may object having 
heard the concerns of their residents. OPC is not a formal consultee but Cllr Davidson suggested 
hearing further clarification on the details of the proposal from a representative of the organisation 
AdKam Homes would be helpful; as Orston residents too may be concerned. Cllr Pell as borough 
councillor for Elton, Orston + Granby will find out what she can.  
 
Planning Permissions:  
 
16/02202/REM Erection of a dwelling, land at Yew Tree Farm, Lombard Street.  
 
16/02294/FUL Single storey extension, The Brook, Loughbon. 
 
16/02045/FUL Open fronted store, former goods yard, Occupation Lane.  
 
16/01496/FUL Change use of stable buildings to two dwellings with access, parking, gardens, 
Dovecote Farm.  
 
8. Finance 
 



For payment: 
 
All councillors agreed the following: 
 
 

Clerk's November salary          £201.50 
Clerk's office expenses – print cartridges       £28.00

  
Broxap – lectern + carriage         £1572.00 
 
The auditor for the 2016-17 accounts to be agreed, and November's statement of accounts to be 
formally approved with December's, at OPC's meeting on January 25th.   
 
9. Councillors Reports 
 
Cllr Benton 
 
Thanks from the Playground Association to Cllr Gunn for hosting the bonfire. The fund-raising was 
a great success – even more money raised than last year. 
 
The village footpath map: it was agreed last meeting that 500 leaflets should be printed: Cllr Benton 
has found the cheapest quote for that – £158.00 – OPC approved this expenditure in principle (the 
leaflets are not quite ready for printing as yet).  
 
Cllr Benton has ensured that the local group of Brownies, who meet in the village hall, know they 
are welcome to put grant requests in writing to the parish council ahead of budget setting in the 
new year. Cllr Benton also advised that news of the Orston Brownies could go in the village bulletin.  
 

Asked if councillors knew that there are three 'Rushcliffe Mainline' buses in the mornings, for 
commuters going into Nottingham from the village; and three at the end of the afternoons for the 
return journey. This element of the timetable has been running for some months now Cllr Davidson 
and the clerk confirmed. The route is via Bingham but the journey both ways is direct – no changes. 
Cllr Benton felt a few words in the bulletin might remind villagers of this helpful service.  
 

Could OPC request that the leaves be cleared soon? The whole village needs attention. Cllr Pell 
offered to ring Streetwise to get some action on this asap.  
 

Requested that a 'welcome to families' message goes in the Christmas/December bulletin.  
 
Cllr Henson 
 
Thank you to Cllr Gunn for taking the Queen's birthday related flags down.  
 
The Christmas tree will be collected + installed by Cllr Gunn and himself on behalf of OPC.  
 
Had seen a vehicle cleaning out the drains today in the village.  
 
Cllr Hammond 
 
Defibrillator purchase: when funds reach near to a £1000 Cllr Hammond will approach the First 
Responders for advice on a purchase + training. He will circulate a proposal in advance of the 
January meeting. There may be some individual contributions to the fund raising. OPC paying for 
the installation. With agreement the ideal location whould be the deli OPC feel.   
 
Had looked into applying to NCC's 2017-18 Supporting Local Communities Fund: OPC resolved 
not to make a bid this year.  



 
The organisation of the Spring Dash 2017 continues.   
 
Asked to meet with Cllr Gunn to discuss the organising of the pageant. Confirmed the bus company 
as usual has been informed of the pageant timings.  
 
Cllr Gunn 
 
Requested that another article go in the bulletin about the Orston Pageant. Cllr Hammond will 
supply copy to Cllr Oates. 
 
It would be appropriate for the area in front of the church to look tidy + be free of leaves. OPC 
agreed that Cllr Gunn could try to borrow equipment for sucking leaves up off the ground: the 
mowing contractor may be asked to undertake the task.  
 
OPC accepted Cllr Gunn's offer to put Christmas lights in the phone box (electricity at the expense 
of Mrs Dorothy Robinson, 4 The Green). 
 
Cllr Davidson 
 
Update on the Information Panel Project:  
 

 Arrival of the lectern is imminent. Cllr Davidson to assemble + store at his home for now.  
 

 The SLC Fund rules mean that how the remaining £700 of the grant is to be spent has to be 
specified shortly. It was agreed last meeting that the money could be used in landscaping 
around the lectern. To look at possibilities there was a meeting, open to all villagers, on 27th 
November; at which the five attendees felt that the lectern should be put in place of the old 
dilapidated looking footpath notice-board. Cllr Oates passed round some 'mock ups' of how 
the lectern could look in a paved area with a flower planter + new bench next to it. Space 
would be left untouched at the back of the site to allow for the installation each year of the 
village Christmas Tree. OPC did not settle on this plan; there will be further discussion.  

 

 As there is a need to prepare a costed proposal for the SLC team; it was agreed materials 
could be bought and stored for the project installation to be undertaken in the new year.    

 
Cllr Creedy  
 
Many thanks to the pantomime organisers – it was excellent. Cllr Hammond, a member of the 

Village Hall Committee, said that £300 profit had been made. The pantomime, held in November, is 

becoming another successful event in Orston's calendar each year.  

 
Cllr Oates 
 

Asked Cllr Hammond if putting up festive lights on the tree outside the village hall had been 

organised/agreed to by the Village Hall Committee. No update at this stage.  

 

Resident Mrs Lyn Churcher has prepared a flyer to show what Japanese Knotweed looks like. It 

was agreed this could be put on the parish council notice-board.  

 

Cllr Oates presented the Emergency Plan – more details were checked; all councillors will have a 

copy in due course. OPC approved the document – it is in place from December 2016 and will be 

reviewed annually at the same time of the year.  



 

The OPC delayed Christmas meal will be held on 4th January (as always everyone to pay for 

themselves).  

 

Cllr Oates summarised the December bulletin content - this was approved by OPC. 

 

10. Next meeting: 7pm - Wednesday 25th January 2017 in the village hall.  
 


